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P R K F A C It 

T HIS I-, ii plain book wnttcii for plain people 
It 1“^ inteiKled to be as deal and simple as 
llie author can make it, and so ncccssanlj* sntfers 
from all the disadvantages that attend clearness 
and simpliciiy. Bishop Westcott was afiaid of 
clearncsss, as it seemed to necesxitiile Inmtation of 
truth, as others have feared siuiplicitv as though 
it must mean want of thought But tins iisk it 
seemed well to lake when the truth presentt‘d seems 
to have been forgotten and yet at the same time so 
essential to the Cluistian lehgion that it is a reproach 
to tht' Church that it should be ignored It is 
ceitam that from many quarters it w'ill be urged that 
it has n<jt been foigottcn and that if tlui authoi’s 
meaning had been more dear to himself, he would 
himst'lf have seen that it ivas not so. It is therefore 
set out with what s<mK* will think unnecessary 
pi. mines', and repetition, especially consideiing the 
m>stei%’ that enwraps the .subject 

It is the same issue that the book “ Army and 
Religion ” raised some eight years ago That 
Ri-pott was called " An Hnquirj' and its bearing 
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upon the religious life of the nation/’ Nation, nt>t 
merely the Army. It was prepared by an influential 
Committee, consisting of Bishops, Pnifessors, Iletul 
Masters and representatives of great organisatum^ 
such as the Student Christian Movement and tlu‘ 
Y.MCA. It is possible that it is now foi gotten, 
though, as giving some estimate as to what men 
were thmking about religion, it was, I felt and ''till 
feel, of high impoitance Gieat pains ucie tak* n 
to make it accurate Questions weie sent to a huge 
number of chaplains, and on their evidence the book 
was founded We had then a pictuic not onh <*t 
what the army was thinking, but of uhat the 
nation was thmking, for the ulmk* nation wa-^ at 
the front, no single class being nnit'pu'.eiiteil 
Doctors, lawyers, business men, nieu'hant's, tnah r-, 
shopkeepers, clerks, artizans and labouicrs, all wen* 
there Of course, the opinion thus gamed was m-iv 
general, but that docs not dinuni'«h its force If 
a great truth has been only generally ignoied, it i-' 
time that we should see to its icstoiatnai. 

Now one of the most important cpustions a>ked 
was . " WTiat was the mind of the average man 
about Jesus Christ’ " There was plenty <»f o\i- 
dence,we were told, on this, and it showed, accoiding 
to the Report, that " Universal respect was felt loi 
Him, though the heroic side of His character seems 
largely unknown. There is little know'ledgo of Him 
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as the Son of God, the Atoning Saciificc, or as the 
source of living power The Living Christ working 
through the Holy Spirit is practically tuiknown.” 
This verdict is nearly unanimous A more damaging 
confession could haidly be made We need not 
ask " Was it tiuc then ? ” The question is “ Is it 
true now ? ” That is the question this book raises 
Would that verdict be true of the average wiu shipper 
in our Churches and Chapels to-day ? There would 
certainly be exceptions, but, from what I learn 
through experienced priests in Scotland and else- 
where, there is still widespread ignorance of the 
Living Chi 1st, and His present work in the world 
through the Spirit is practically unknown If that 
be the case it is not difficult to understand why the 
Church, with all its efficiency of organization, is so 
powerless m moulding the life of the nation, and in 
recovering the lapsed masses to her fold. For 
Chiist’s work in and with us to-day is of paramount 
import.ince The Incarnation, Atonement and 
Resurrection, if only looked on as past events, 
happening once for all, but containing no permanent, 
vital power, lose more than half their significance 
The suggestion that the working of the Holy Spirit is 
unknown means that the resources of spintual power 
arc dammed up With so much life and w’ork in 
the Church going forward it would seem impossible 
to accept su< h a verdict. And yet those who come 
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home from overseas missions do plainly (lecl.ut* that 
they miss something vital, uhich in tluar native 
churches they are accustomed to. There aie Itw 
passages more pathetic in the recent Life of the 
Bishop of Zanzibar than those which recoid the 
great disappointment he felt with the n-ligiou-. life 
of England on his return from Afiica f('r a \isit 
London was more pagan than Zanzibar 

" I will not hide fiom 5'ou,'’ he w’lites to a friend, 
“ that I sometimes suftci from a kind of in^titution- 
sickness — Rome and Church of Englanti both sm'in 
so disloyal to the Master m respect to the real things 
of life I feel sometimes that to breathe t'hrist-air 
I must drop out of institutions and live the sunpU* 
life m simple Africa, just taking CVanniifnion where 
I may find an altar, at wdiich I am a< cepted . . , 
You know the Church of England ainl the ( hurch 
of Rome do not represent the Christ tiuly. 'Ihey 
are not revelations of His bioken heart. ” 

When all allowance is made for the di'pth of 
depression out of which this was wiitten, his 
biographer admits that it represents an impulse 
which the Bishop felt all his life. English ('lins- 
tiamty scemM a poor tlung aftex w’hat he iiad sf^n 
m Africa, where the groat truths w^en* believed, 
felt and acted upon. In any ca.se, Chiist was 
recogmzed, known and trusted. \Vc do u<d like* 
these criticisms and are mchned naturally to 
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dissipate them with our excuses But it is well for 
us to see oui selves as others ^^ho come from the 
misMon field see us, and look carefully into our 
Church life to find out what it is that occasions 
their disapi>ointment This book is an attempt at 
such self-revclation If it seems as though the 
author were levelling a reproach at the Church he 
loves for ignoring a great truth, he hopes it will be 
boine in mind that no one is more sensitive to such 
a criticism than he, and no one more ready to 
acknowledge that he is just as guilty as any others 
m failing to impress those amongst whom he has 
laboured with the immense and vital importance of 
the truth ho here presents 

His thapks are due to the Rev Canon Poole, the 
Vicar of Christ Church, Hartlepool, for reading the 
MSS , and making many valuable suggestions, and 
to Miss Marjory Goidon, for kindly looking ovei the 
proof sheets He also dc'^ires to thank Professor 
Moffatt and his publishers Messrs Hodder and 
Stoughton for allowing him to use his translation of 
the New Testament so freely. 


Edinburgh 
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INTRODUCTION 

H enry JAMES, m recc^rdmg the impression 
that a view of Washington iiom a neighbour- 
ing hill gave hnn, p<iys natural tribute to the beauty 
and splendour of its national buildings in their 
wonderfullj' pictuiesque snrioundmgs But there 
was something wanting, he S4i.y'> It seemed to him 
as though it wt*rc a portiait in which the greatest 
possible pains had been taken with the arms and 
the logs, and the other details of the figure, but 
the strange thing was the face w’as absent, and he 
could not help wondeiing how the portrait w'ould 
have looked h.id the face been there What he 
missed was the outward expression of faith; there 
were no spires, no towert. or domes, nothing to 
suggest the lehgious feeling of the place. 

It will seem strange to take this as a parable of 
our modem Christianity — and jT*t, whilst admiring 
the bctuity and nioial splendour that the increased 
knowledge of God has bi ought to our civilization, 
are w’o not obliged to confess that something is 
wanting True, the Body of Christ is there — 
Cathedials, Churches, Hospitals, Refuges, Homes 
for cveiy- human need, as never before in the 
hi'-toiy' of the w'orld, but though the greatest 
possible Pilin', have been taken with the aims, the 
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legs and other parts of Iho body, tho stiango thing 
IS that the face is hidden Iherc is .in<l who can 
be too thankful for it ? — .i purei and snnpli r kin tw- 
ledge of the glory of God — His beauty, nieiey, 
justice and love, but how far will .unone d.ire to 
say in S Paul’s words, that thi'. knowledge is “in 
the face of Jesus Christ,” that is, that it bungs liistlv 
and chiefly before us the attiactive jn'r-^onuhty 
Christ How much of all that wt* .idnme in the 
teachmg about God reflects the gloiv oi < bust ^ 
How much m our many and xei}, \aned (‘hiistiaii 
organizations reminds us of Christ ’ W'e have a 
Christianized Theism, ic a feeling .ibout Gotl as 
Chnst taught Him, but not a theistio Chiisti,init> , 
1 e a feelmg about Christ as G(»d n*vt‘aled Him. In 
spite of all that has been wiittin about Him, Ihj 
remains ludden to vast numbci'> ('hii-*tians He 
has not been “ made to them wi'«doni, i igfiteoU'-ness 
and sanctification ” , they do not simply go to 
Him m their puzzles, their confln ts with sfU, and 
aspirations after goodness, s(j far as they go 
anywhere, they go to the Unknown Gtal to whom 
they pray There is more truth m Hu hoinble 
title of that wadely circulated book, "'Ihe Man 
Nobody Knows," than wv like to admit It is 
mconceivablo that it could havi* fountl anj' place 
at all in the Church of the ihst tlnee leutmu's , 
and yet to-day Christians uie attracted by its veiy 
name to read it and see how Someone who is a 
stranger to them, w-hom they secretly desiu* to know, 
may be perhaps numbered among-^t tiu'ii friends. 

Such thoughts occupied my imud wlun I was 
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tcmpoiaiily l.iul a-^idf by illnos.',, and I considciod 
whotlu'i tlu' upldt for the Clunxh which so many 
me looking foi imght not come from the rediscovery 
ot the truth of the indwelling Cluivt, a truth once 
so intmi.ite and vital that the New' Testament 
expiesses it agtun and again in the Uvo words 
“ m ( liiist,” Wolds, which d applied to any human 
being would nn})lv sonitthing even closer than 
mainag<\ 'Ihis tlunight h.is never, thank tlod, 
been •ibscnt fiom the (.hiirth, but, save m the first 
centuiies, the ( huiih as a wlmle has never been 
posses-,ed b} it Ihough .iiijilied to all the Baptized, 
its meaning has been limited to the lehgious, rather 
th.in nnpiessul on e%ciy human being as his high 
privilege And >et he, too, would find a new 
coinage and h«ipe if he lealized that he could lie 
“ filled Old- ” by t hust Fm lie has a seciet shame 
m his inadi’quai'y lor so many of his duties So the 
('huiih has n.tt only K»st powei, but attrai Ineiiess. 
The fate of Cluist has bet n hidden Indi\ idiiallj 
and coipwi.itelv the aelivit\ of the C.hureh has 
obscun ti till' p< I sonahty <ft lu i Head, «ind, stiungel)’, 
seems haidU con■^llous of tin* loss Oi gamzations 
plate the l»od> gicatly m evidence, but the Head 
is \ (‘lied 

Whilst thinking this ovei, two messages came 
fitiin an imexpeited tpiaitei — the world of fiction. 
This tiuth which, m the woild of leligiou w'as 
comideied tht* cult of the devout, Imre appeals m 
the one tNee einbttdied in an <»i<im:iry man of the 
woild, acte'^sible tt> tweiytme and taking his part 
in the woild’s altaus like anyone else, though, of 
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course, unique and distinguished , in the othei .is 
hidden away in everv man 

Mr Hichens, in his book, “ 'iho (hxi Within linn,’' 
portrays a remarkable characlei de\oted to t'lniNt 
Whom he seeks to expicst. by .in impxts.ne c.iising 
to which all who visit him aie drawn Ho hvo'. to 
some extent apart from men anil yet t‘xei(i't“> a 
strong influence over the mo'^t woiUlly. And 
it is this indwelling which gives hi^ pi r-.onahtv a 
sort of magnetic power with all tho-e with whom 
he conies into contact Thus fai tlu' one m a book 
of considerable puw’cr Ihe lAlar, Mi A S M 
Hutchinson, in the “One In< leasing PuipoM*,” a 
story that has been dramati/td and hlineiL t.ikes 
the same thought, but treats it (hJleuntly ’rhe 
increasing purpose of God which the >nung olh< « r 
whose life has been spaied m the wai seek^ to know', 
is that “Christ is the common dt nonnn.itiu, the 
common principle of every human heing," that s<i 
far from His indwelling being smgulai. He is 
the One Wlio is common to us all “ Just .is He 
was once on earth among men, so He cmt since 
has been and is to-day lesulent among men, resident 
in every man — ^in you and me and all,’’ su the heio 
IS made to say And again, “ He once, when among 
men, was visible to tluni. He is as visible to-d.iy. 
Every smile, every kind action, everj' kuul thought, 
seen or felt m those about us, those with whom w'e 
live, those whom w’e only pass and see, is simply 
the Christ who is in them appearing in them “ 

Now what IS notew'orthy m the comx'ptious of 
these distinguished authors is not nwreli, that they 
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dillci si> widely m ticatmcnt, but that they arc alike 
5,<-) keenly intcu"'tcd in ties subject Ihe one evi- 
dently feels that it thcie \%erc tuenty God-possessed 
men, the sshole face of a coiintiy would be changed , 
the othei believes that thcie aie thousands, nay, 
millions, of Christ-possessed men, but that the 
p»nser \\ ithin them has never been di''Covcied It is 
iu)t the tune heie to considtr thc'-e mows, they aie 
only noticed as 'luming that the subject of Dmne 
Indwelling is iic.t so remote as some imagine 
Authois are peculiarly sensitive to their public 
That a subject usually considerc-d exclusively 
theologuMl should have been chosen as the main 
thought of tw’o widely-read novels proves that it 
has human interest. 

And this IS confirmed by Bi owning's poem, 
“ Death in the Destit," m the closing lines of w'hich 
he* alfiims that this indwelling is the necessary 
cunsequt.‘nc(' ol Divine Lov'e 

*' If Chnst, as thou affiimcst, be of men 
Mere man, the fust and best but nothing more, — 
Account Him, for levvaid of what He was. 

Now an<i for ever, wretchedest of all. 

For see , Himself conceived of hfe as love, 
Conceived of love as what must enter in. 

Fill up, make one with His each soul He loved 
Thus much foi man’s joy, all men’s joy for Him. 
Well. He IS gone, thou safest, to lit reward. 

Hut by this lime are many souls set free. 

And very many still retained ahv'O 
Nay, should liis coming be delayed awhile, 

Saj , ten years longer (twelve years, some compute) 
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See if for every finger of thy haIul^, 

There be not found, that cl«iv the woihl shall en<l, 
Hundieds of souls, each holding by Chust’s \\oul 
That He will grow incoiporate with <iU, 

With me as Pamphylax, with him as John, 

Groom for each bride ’ Can a mere' man do this > 
Yet Chnst saith, this He lived and died to do 
Call Christ, then, the illimitable God 
Or lost ” 

That lb how Biowmng puts the thought we have 
lost, 

" Hundreds of souls each holding bv Chiist’s woid 
That He will grow mcoiporate with all " 

Aie these words substantiated by expei ieiire to-dav ^ 
Do we even txjX’Cl them to be ? lhat is the 
question raised by tins book It is not ilemed that 
there are a few in cveiy city, we might -miv, eveiy 
Village, w'ho hold by the iuouum*, ami *xpeiieiice 
by faith the joy they have found in knowing that 
they are not their own but another’s, ami yet in 
that very fact have discoveied that lK‘causi‘ <;f it 
they are more their own But these few aie not 
enough to give Christianity the forct' it needs to 
overcome the world of to-day Open heathenism 
it can and does conquer, as mis-,ionanes o\eiseas 
are constantly testifying, but a civili/td heathenism 
that has lost its intimate lelationship with Him 
Who Himself gave it the order it has is far moie 
difficult. And it is this problt'in that is tlu‘ really 
serious one. For if “ the indwelling Chnst ” has 
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gone, Christianity has gone — and some thmk that 
to a large extent it has 

A secular paper, and one that commands wide 
influence, " The Times,’* writes “ In the conflict 
between Christianity and Paganism, the latter, 
though worsted, has not accepted defeat, and not 
infrequently it has its revenge on the antagonist 
To-day its power is obMoiis What we might 
describe the standard of life in huge sections of the 
community proft'ssing itself Christian is little more 
than pagan In the repoitof a Japanese Commission 
constituted in 1919 on the religious conditions m 
the United States it was declared ‘ there is little 
evidence that the Chiistinn religion is regarded as 
imp( irtant by most pei ipic ’ ’’ These intelligent critics 
would probably say the same of England " Not 
important ’ because not fully Christian To change 
that opinion it is not sufficient that the words of 
Christ be lead from the Lectern , they must be 
seen m actum , it is not sufficient that they be 
wnttim with pen and ink, hut w'lth ” the spirit of 
the Living God , not m tables of stone, but m 
tables that are hearts of flesh ” There is no doubt 
that our work overseas is greatly hindered by the 
fact that the books most easily read are the Christians 
who have gone out from the Mother Country From 
the military' and administrative point of view, our 
officers, commissioners and judges deserve all the 
commendations that have been made. The 
high opinion of British justice and honour that 
everywhere prevails in India and the British 
Dependencies has done much to secure the respect 
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and attachment of the pct»pU‘s of other lands whom 
we govern It is to be widied that the s.inu* toiihl 
be said of the aveiago expi (jf the ('lui'^tlan 
faith which they pntfcb? Let adnut tlu‘ <litli- 
cultics are immense, but if their devotion to t hnsi 
was as apparent as then dev«>tion to tluii country, 
it would only enhance their impoitance For 

They are the only Book the caiolcss woilil will icaci. 

They aic the sinner's Gosp«.'l, they are the Scoliers' 
creed. 

They are the Lord’s last message given in woid and 
deed 

Wliat if the type be crooked ? 

What if the print be bluued ^ 

If a gicat change, then, is to t.ike pl.ici*. as wc 
reasonably desire in our woik abro.uK ive must 
change the character ol our woxk at homo. Many 
earnest people are praying <uid looking foi u now 
outpouiing of the Spirit l^ut m this expectation 
wc must not forget it is the Spirit of Christ wo seek, 
and that the Pentecostal blessing onlv foil on those 
with whom Christ was so familiiii, so tH'isonally 
intimate, so all engrossing as to fill thoir whole 
honzon. So w'hen the Spirit was givtm thoy at once 
associated the gift with Him “ lie has pourod out 
this which yc do see and hoar ” In some Wiiy 
Chnst in His beauty, power and wisdom must bt* 
fully made known To every man He must be 
presented m His living Personality as the one 
necessity of their h\'cs, the only alternative to 
wreckage, and absolute lo.ss ; th<f only safe Guide, 
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of all their affairs and interests ; the only Healer 
of all their diseases, bodily or spiritual The Gospels 
shew us how this was done in the first days and 
the Epistles record how effective the method was. 
This effected, we may look for a new power and 
influence that will move the masses of people outside 
our churches to-day Men would say to us : " Sir, 
we would see Jesus.” There are indications of the 
desire, but no certainty that it can be satisfied. This 
book is only a rehearsal of the need and of the 
remedy. If the diagnosis is wrong, if the spiritual 
condition of our people is not what is here repre- 
sented, if all that is needed is a new Prayer Book, or 
larger means, or a fresh adaptation of our service to 
the wants of our time, or a more democratic control 
of the affairs of the Church, or a stronger and clearer 
assertion of Catholic principles, or unity amongst 
the various sections of the Church ; if any of these 
or all of them is the spring from which the living 
waters will flow, then this book must be set aside 
as one of many misguided attempts to focus atten- 
tion where attention is unnecessary Some may 
say . " We are all well aware that a life ‘ m Christ ’ 
is necessary , our increased attendance at the Holy 
Commimion shews the importance we attach to it 
We need no emphasis there Rather would we lay 
stress on stirring up the Church’s interest in the 
social conditions of the People Let the People see 
that the Church is interested in better housmg, 
temperance, child welfare, and then Christianity 
will mean somethmg to them ” That is a fair 
criticism of the pages that follow, and there is much 

C 
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to be said for it I have anticipiitetl it iuTc tu 
that it has not been ignored. Ill am s 4 optical about 
its issue in the change we all dt‘sir<.*, it 
history gives us no indicatiou that changcN have 
come in that way The Sec<aid Coiniuaialnuait is 
hke to the First, but it is not the Fiist Chust must 
be seen and lo\cd before He can he use<l, aiul tt>-day 
this picture must be f<umd lu men and wonu^n. Ht* 
must be incorpoiate This, 1 ani contuient, is 
the need of to-day And 1 am gLul to hml that tlu‘ 
wuse Father Benson is in agieeinent with iw In 
one of his letters he writes, “ It seems as if om 
forefathers had held to the fact of baptisniiil 
rcgeneiation, and the later nunemvni had dwelt 
upon the fact of the real pie^enco , iind it sta^nis as 
if it w'cre for this age to leiuice m the powex of tlu^ 
inner life of the Savioui wdiexeia we au‘ new hoin, 
without which the external hiet ol Chust's Pies<*n< e 
in the Holy Eucharist and the liogmatic tiuth at 
our regeneration w^ould be wiluelcss 
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CHAPTER I 

HOW IT WAS EXPRESSED 

W E are so made that we take a special joy m 
what IS real The child who puts aside a 
toy with the disappointed feehng, “ Oh, it isn’t 
real, then,” is only the father of the man who 
condemns some plan proposed to him or some gift 
that he desires to make his friend with the same 
reproach, ” Oh, that is faked and I don’t intend 
to have anything to do with it ” We love reality, 
whether seen in a jewel, a poem or a picture. That's 
the real thing Still more when we find it in human 
life He’s a real man, a real scholar, a real fnend, 
we know where we are with him — vre can trust 
him. But as life's experience shows us, our hope 
for reality receives many a rude blow We are 
constantly deceived by illusions and deceitful 
appearances and sometimes wonder whether there 
IS any man or fact that is really true But these 
disappointments, depressing as they are, only lead 
to a greater appreciation of the truth when we do 
meet with it. We long for it increasingly With 
S Augustine we say, “ They cried out Truth, Truth, 
but it was not in them O Truth, Truth, how 
inwardly did my soul pant after thee, when they 
in many and huge books echoed of thee to me, 
though it were but an echo.” 
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" Many and huge books ” speaking of Kealitv, fml 
no living portrait Whcie then is the ( jUmI Reiihi v 
for which the Church stands and whuh vo 'cek ? 
Where is that which when w’c toiuh with mind m 
hand does not give way, that whuli .uiikI 1 the 
changes and chances <;f tleeting genoiatioii', 
hke a rock above whirling wateis unnioxed ami 
immovable, that on which time tan make no 
mark, w'hich knows neither age nm \outh ^ Wi‘ 
Christians have no doubt as to wheie this mu hange- 
able Fact is Christ is the (heat Reahtv. as lie 
Himself declared, when He said, “ I am the 1 luth,'’ 
i.e the real tact of life which is e\ei the s.unt*, 
“ the Alpha and Omega, the i’eginmng .iiid h'nding 
of days ” 

And so He proved Ilinivelf to be ns the lecouK 
shew'. Contro\ ersics and <lispute-> lu'vei billet ted 
Him , maledictions and scoUings U*ft Him unmo\ed, 
and even that gieat uncoiKpiei able ni.eter of 
change, Death itself, wms overcome b\ Him and 
left prostrate Ihis wms the univei-al \eidi< t. 
Men and women w'ho came into tout, it I with Him 
bore perpetual witness to it. " We beheld His 
glory,” they would .say, ” not t»nly full of graee,” 
1 e. of beauty, ” but full of truth,” i e. tiue m word, 
action and being 

It had always been so. S. Mary, who laid hveil 
W'lth Him for thirty jears and seen the greatest 
changes that man''s outwaid life knows pass over 
Him, would often assuie S. John that He was 
alw'ays the Truth As the Babe <»u lur knet; He 
had been as real as the growm-up man , leal within 
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His own limits, consistent in conduct, constant in 
affection — true in expression — ^not subject to violent 
emotion or outbursts of crying at opposition to 
His will, but gentle, smccrc, a real infant, but 
always true to His ideal. 

So too when a boy there was no sign of insincerity, 
such as a boy is subject to when for home is sub- 
stituted companionship of others — ^no adaptation 
of His standards to those which prevail in the world 
In play or work, always true — ^His word always 
reliable. His manner always consistent So too again 
when the business of the world was taken m hand. 
He was ever the same — ^no difference m that respect 
between Him in His attitude to the Father and His 
attitude to Joseph. To both alike true. The work 
was always absolutely finished, the measurement 
always c35,act, the adaptability towards the end 
always perfect, and the prayers, worship, fellow- 
ship with the Father equally true At any moment 
He could have said without fear of contradiction, 
" I am the Truth,” for falsehood of any kind had 
never found any place. So too the family brought 
up with Him must have always said of Him, though 
they did not at first understand Him, that He 
was as no one else ever was — ^the Truth in every- 
thing and everywhere , and yet all round Him in 
the home as elsewhere there was, as now there is, 
conventionality, unreality and pretence But He 
m a world of seeming ivas the Fact, always to be 
coiuited upon. 

And it w'as not otherwise when He fulfilled His 
ministry. It was qiuckly noticed and remarked 
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that, tinlike others, especially those li-ading in 
the path of Reform, He never took any undue 
interest in men’s position or outwiird appearance. 
Those things that dazzle us, the beauty, birth and 
wit that are responsible for so many ciiticisins 
and nusjudgments never unduly ahecte<l linn. 
Always mterested but never overlxuue by it, Ho 
looked further to the thai actor that lay within. 
He knew what was “ in man ” as well as what was 
without man, and the ninor was always ini»re 
interestmg than the outer — " Thou caiost not foi 
the person of men,” that wms the voidict of oncnius 
and fnends. 

To all men of sincere mind this was very uttracti^ o, 
and He knew it “ Everyone,” Ht‘ saul, ” that is 
of the truth heareth my voice.” They were glad, 
as we are, to find in tins worUl of changj,‘ some one 
who never altered, w’ho was alwiij's the .same, 
always reliable. With others it loused dislike and 
hatred. Men felt uncomfortable in His pu-seuee, 
for they knew their hollowness w us pert ei ved. '1 hey 
felt He saw through them and had dis< t»M‘i<,‘il then 
unreality and pretence It was not pUasant for the 
nch, who had given largely, to hear that a poor 
widow, who had given but tw’o mites, had givtfn 
more than ” they all.” It was not comfortable for 
the Pharisees to hear that all their activt* philan- 
thropy, the works they did to be seen of men, anti 
their prayers likewise, W'ere lying advertisements ttf 
their religion, false, though the wt>rld thought so 
much of them. The rich young man with his ” (h»od 
Master ” was at once pulled up with, “ ^\'hy callent 
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thou me good ^ and even Nicodemus felt a shock 
when his complnnentary address was met by the 
sharp rejoinder that " Except a man be bom again 
ho cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” But 
being the Truth, it was necessarily His mission to 
bear witness to it. He could not do otherwise In 
that consisted His sovereignty ” Art thou a King ^ ” 
said Pilate. “ Certainly, I am,” He said “ I came 
into the wtirld to be a King, but the mission of a 
King IS not to lord it ovei others but to bear witness 
to the Truth. And for that end was I born and for 
that end I came into the world ” So, therefore, not 
only against the unreality of men but against all 
the unreal disorders of the world He bore testimony 
by deed and word that He was the Reality under- 
lying all things Sickness was never a real part of 
God’s Kingdom. Both pain and death had come 
in through sin. He shewed their untruth, their 
incompatibility with a Kingdom of perfect love by 
destroying them He rebuked the fever of Peter’s 
mother-in-law as though it had been a personal 
enemj' , and when He gave straightness to a poor, 
crippled woman, who had been a sulicrer for eighteen 
years. He spoke of it as “ loosing ” one whom 
Satan had bound. So, too. Death He groaned over 
as though it was a grave disorder that could not 
yet be completely dealt with, but He shewed the 
l>ower of Truth over it, not only in three remaikable 
cases, but in His own Person by the Rcsuricction 
So, too, those serious and distressing disorders in 
Nature, when some terrible storm sweeps away 
houses or devours ships of the sea, did not belong 
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to the true order of the worlti, weie not t>f the 
realities of His Father’s Kingdom, but in tlaar 
horrible expression of lutnse and uuiogulali’d 
passion weie nnpoited, being the serv.ints <»f the 
enemy of that lealni whose cii.ii,u'ten-'tie is peiict*. 
He rebuked the wind — again note the language — 
and it became a great calm ile walkeil upon the 
rough waters. All this doin* n.itui.dh as <te<asion 
served, nut with a view of bunging them at once 
to an end Storms and laitlupi.ikes, siekness and 
death, poveitv, famine and pam should coutmue, 
so He prophesied , but as the Tiuth that He 
expressed mastered men’s minds, they would 
gradually be overcome As nun weie m.ido tiuu 
by His truth, so all lies, and all the disordeis that 
follow hes, ^houId disappe*u. 

So the Tnith was manifested in fw-xv part of 
man’s earthly kingdom. 

II. Hou) the Reality made it'-eif felt. Kow it is 
strange, very strange, that as the ihildn-n of men 
are “ light in the balance, even lightei than vanity 
itself,” the Truth should h:i\e ds\elt amongst 
them For ourst'lvcs, .so fai as wo aie txue, we hate 
falsehood and separate ourselves from it. ('.iilvle 
and Gordon w'cre both alike in then hatn-d of 
shauxs, and both alike kept away fxoxn fashionable 
gatherings (wheic they w'ore likely to Ik* rn«*t with) 
and none could ha%e’won(leied if, when Reality 
came to dwell unioxigst show’s, He had n>xname«i m 
the wilderness like the Baptist, not fox foity <lays 
but forty years, only now and again apiK’uiing in 
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the cities and making the Truth felt in woid and in 
deed. But that was not Ills plan He entered 
boldly into the midst of this false world, and lived 
in the closest proximity to men during the whole 
of His earthly life It seems as though He w'ould 
have us understand that the Truth is not what we 
so often imagine, an intellectual system to bo got 
at thiough reasoning and thought and taken in by 
the mind, but a Life to be known, experienced 
and thought over That is the way in winch the 
truth came to S J<jhn, as he tells us in Ins lettei 
" It IS of the Logos of life (the Life has appealed, we 
saw it, we testify to it, wo biing 5^oa word of that 
Eternal Life winch existed wnth the Father and 
was disclosed to us)— it is of what we heard and 
saw that we bung you word " (iloflatt ) The 
“ Logos of Life ” IS a Peison, not a creed, or a 
theology — but a I’erson who sums up all that is 
true and iife-giving 

So the Life grew up in a home, not a desert, and 
it w’as the home that largely detei mined its future 
The Blessed Maiy, w’ho must have knowm the Truth 
as nt) woman before or since, learnt it through living 
■wath it She had no library, for that she was 
content wath what she hcaid read in the Synagogue, 
but the Truth w'as aUvays present in her Son, 
expressed in a thousand actions, gestures and words, 
and over these she would brood and ponder She 
would ha^'e found it difficult to understand our 
modem method of arriving at Truth by reading, 
wathout noting wffiat actual experience of the livmg 
Truth has taught us. It is true this knowledge in 
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the atmosphere m whuii she lived as not t asy, 1 Ii‘ 
said and did things that pupU^xeil lu'i an<l Josi'ph. 
They did not ahvajs liiid it easy io iin(lei''tand Him. 
And His biethien, who lued iii the same house, 
did not at first believe m Ills claims. Humility is 
one of the last graces we lt‘ani to appieciatts *md 
He was ever expressing that which He shew<."d for 
the last time when He washed the ihstiphs’ feet. 
Unselfishness, which us closely allied to humility 
IS always a stumbling block “ That be fai fioiu 
Thee, Lord,” was not only the feeling of S Peter 
when Christ pointed out the necessity of the <*ioss, 
but of all w’ho watclu'd Gue, vexy dear to them- 
selves, enibaiking on a teinble and, as it secuned, 
hopeless entcrpiise And no doubt it was paitlv due 
to the timid sluinking horn the Truth wlmh they 
felt, that a great deal was never evplaiiuitl. And yet 
Truth IS very stimulating, we might say piovoe.itive, 
m its action, and increasingly duiing those thiity 
years all kinds of questions must h.i\e aiisen m the 
minds of the blessed Mother, of Ju'-eph .ind his chil- 
dren. But in spite of the difiiculty of hMiiung the* 
Truth when it was expre^'-ed through Idc, lunmng 
counter as it must do to so much in oriiinaiy human 
life, this family became the sco<l plot of much of the 
corn that was scatterc'd over tin* earth Already 
they were bcginnmg to fed what is so de.irly 
expressed in the letters that two of them afterwards 
wrote — ^the need of absolute smeentj' them.selvcs. 
They became under His influence more .ind more 
real, more entirely tiue. The letters of Janus and 
Jude, both of whom grew up with Christ in the home 
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at Nazareth, shew how strongly they both felt the 
need of leahty — ^Faith must be shewn by works — 
Religion by action — and the Truth must be fought 
for 

But the family, to which thirty years were given, 
was only one sphere for the Ministry of the Truth, 
Knowing that it is by personal experience of the 
Truth that Truth is known. He took to Himself 
twelve carefully chosen men, and becomes Father, 
Mother and Housekeeper, as well as Teacher, to 
them all He was to be not only their Mastei and 
Teacher, but their Life and Sustenance, all that 
His Father was to Him. “ As I live by the Father, 
so he that eateth Me " (that is His way of expressing 
the intimacy of contact He expected) " shall live by 
Me ” This expressed the Reality of what He was 
to them They wcie men of very difiercnt dis- 
positions and characters, but they were all to leam 
the Truth in the same way as S Mary learned it, 
by observation and experience as well as by 
actual teaching Indeed, only through experience 
of what they saw and felt, could they hope to 
understand what He said. They felt awed, as the 
best w’ould have been, by living m the presence of 
absolute Truth, and felt shy about asking too many 
questions, and yet His Love being as expressive as 
His Tmth, they were drawn to Him in the most 
affectionate way The kiss must have been no rare 
salutation to have been adopted by Judas in 
betraying His Master And the very intimate 
po,sition of S John points to familiar and very 
friendly ways All this is w'orth noting because 
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those who know the Tiuth and arc willing to impait 
It, do not, except m riue cases oi C'hn-.ti.in t‘\pen- 
ence, combine such close fnendship with tuition, 
the truth they are seeking to impait nut m‘ediug, 
as they think, the vehicle ot alteclion With (.’hii -t 
it was diftcient. The Tiuth w.is not only always 
spoken in love, but expiesseil b\ count le-'S loi mg 
actions Friendship was the basis til kmuileilge 
And yet with all the helps gi\cu. the appieheusion 
of truth was not easy, and when lie lelt them, had 
they been asked to w’liie down what lhe> knew ol 
Him, they would have bei-n .solely peiplevt'd in 
expressing their thoughts Ueyond the tiuth that 
all they thtnight of (rod, llis Might, His Lo%c. Ihs 
Wi.sdom, were mirioicd m Him, wiiat muld th«‘v 
saj' ’ Of dogmas sepaiate lioiu lacts they kiU’W’ 
nothing. But though this latiMonhiuav piivilegt* 
of living w’lth the Tiuth made them feel the 
necessity of being true and leal, they weie sitil fai 
from having a real gra-^p ul it 'Ihey ti-It they must 
speak the truth and act it, to he seemeii inipt»ssible, 
but they had not yet learned liow to be tine when 
everything for which they cau-d wa.s wrecki'tl 1 he 
Cross was nut yet seen to be the Reality that 
explains human life K\cn the Resuuottion was 
not of itscli suffioient to make plain that loss 
was gam, and sacrifice life, when <»{leit*d fur Chiist's 
sake. Before they could behove and know this, as 
the great underlying principle ot life, the Truth 
must enter into them, Christ must be in them. But 
of this we must speak m anuthei < haptei It is 
sufficient if w’e have realized that in the first da 5 *s 
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the Truth was learned by personal experience Not 
only did the Family and the Band of the Apostles 
learn corporately by His many miracles and signs. 
His sermons and teachings, that Christ was the 
Truth , but each knew the Truth through their 
personal lelationshxp with Him, shewn by the 
names, bimon, Matthew, Boanerges, which He gave 
them. To them nothing was true outside Him. 
Political, social and religious hfe they estimated by 
what He said of them He was the living standard 
and to that measure they endeavoured to bring 
all their thoughts and actions. 



CHAPTER II 

EXPERIENCED BY f II K I) I S C I I‘ L E S 

W E have i-ecn ■^omethtng of \%hat the apiioai- 
ance of the Creat Rcalitj’ t»n the vaith meant 
And yet in spite of His teaching, Ihs niiiaclos, His 
life, the disciples were nr>t 3-01 possessed h}’ thel'nith 
It was there as a beautiful vision, but appar» ntl3' 
not to be re^vlizcd under caitlil3'tonditioiis. And 30! 
we are t^ften inclined to think of the* iniincusc 
advantages the3' possessed ovc'r om selves in lucvuig 
Christ “after the flesh’' with them. The\' saw 
and heard the Lord, wheieus we do neithei. liuth 
was then known b3' what the Truth .said and did, 
it was real in a wa3’ that is impossible for us to-da3'. 
Yet it IS well to remember that onl3' f<jr thu'o 3 '<mis 
of the Apostles’ life had they that puvilege, for the 
laiger part of then life they weie obliged to be 
content with what we have. Foi the gic'ater p*nt 
of the time they neither saw nor hcMid Chust. 
“ Christ after the flesh ’’ wius gone, and it is coitam 
that they would not have expressed then condition 
as I have put it, they would not have said of their 
new position awa3’- fioni the Loid, “ We weie 
content,” as though their relationship with Christ 
after His Ascension was less intimate, Icss leal than 
it was before. On the contrary, whilst they would 
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have frankly admitted that there was a difference, 
yet they had found it to be all in their favour 
He had said on the eve of His Passion that it 
was really better that He should go away, and they 
had then wondered how it could be true, but they 
had found to their immense surprise that they were 
immeasurably better off. And had we asked in 
what the difference consisted, they would have 
said that their position could not have been better 
described than in the way He Himself put it. 
During the days of His Flesh He had been “ with 
them ” , now He was “ in them.” Companionship 
was filled out by indwelling Friendship was 
intensified by possession. They were " in Christ ” 
We are more familiar with the words than they, 
but the thought still baffles us as it did them It 
was only experience that gave such a fulness 
of reality that the words “ in Christ " became 
synonymous with being Christian. But how was 
this to be effected ^ Life is m the flower and gives 
it the form, colour and perfume we love But 
Christ cannot be in man as life is in the flower, or 
human hfe would be an extraordinarily beautiful 
picture Something has marred it Tiiat something is 
the strange and awful power of free-wiU Christ 
has to win that before He can work in us. And so 
we are not surprised to learn that the new experience 
was associated with the advent of a new Friend. 
They had no power in themselves to create this new 
experience, to put away all the obstacles that beset 
Chiist’s indwelling Without help they had been 
like children who have lost godly parents, having 
D 
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indeed a tainted memoiy to spur thorn on and with 
some indicatit»n.s from time to time tluit thoir 
parents were thinking of them, but n»»Umig biwond 
that The old bad selfish feelings remiun 'Ihc 
companionship they had knoun .is ehildien and 
by death had lost had left an “ aching \<ixd,” but 
nothing had been substilutcd toi it luiends would 
say, " You may be suie IMuihei is thinking oi you, 
and praying tor you,” but these were unl\ pious 
hopes, theie was no loali/ation of liei piescnei*, no 
kmdhng of the flame of their kne. lli.it was not 
the condition of the Apostles (. hrist h.id expressly 
said it would nut be ” I will not leave* you oi plums. 
I am coming to you.” But how ’ W.is this coming 
like those blessed i etui ns in Hin e.uthly ministry 
W'hen they would see Him coming along the load horn 
some w'ork of mercy, lull of jov and benevoleiu’c ^ 
No, there wamld be no visible lhe-.ence, no .mdible 
voice, no cont.ict with a w.um outstietched h.ind. 
It was all in the spiritual sphere and yet the coming 
was quite real, and this, as we have said, w.is tine 
to the fact that there wais Sonietme extein.d to 
themselves. Who could ntit only m.ike the unseen 
visible, but bring about an mtenial change !*owers 
that had been dormant w’ltiiin them would lie 
awakened , they heard, they saw, tliey touchetl, 
but m the spirit As when the m.ithem.iticuin sees 
the solution of the problem, or the poet sees the 
vision, or the artist c.itehes the chai.uter of the 
person he is painting, so they saw the ('hnst, but 
not occasionally, at long intervals, but constantly, 
we might say continuously. And in this way 
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Pentecost was a rediscovery of the Christ Since 
the Ascension they had lost Him, for there was no 
recurrence of those ]oyous and exciting resurrection 
visitations All they could do was to pray and to 
pray earnestly that He would come as He promised 
They felt like orphans , alone on the earth and 
with nothing but splendid recollections And then 
came Pentecost with sudden, unexplained move- 
ments without and within * without, the sound of 
a rushing, mighty, airless wind, which caught them 
in its embrace, bringing with it a strange stimulus, 
as when a stifling atmosphere is suddenly changed 
mto cool, bracing air , and then the sight of a 
beautiful cloud of fire, like the bright cloud of the 
Transfiguration breaking up into one hundred and 
twenty tongues (as we see on some festival night 
a shooting sHaft of fire dividing itself into beautiful, 
golden balls) which rested on the head of each 
Then wtthtn, there were enlarged powers of vision, 
which brought all heaven before them Filled with 
the joy that all discoverers know, transported by 
the inspiration that poets occasionally feel, they 
were carried out of themselves as they saw Him, 
their Lord, Whom they had missed these ten days, 
as the Author of it all So S Peter said, “ Uphfted 
by God’s right hand, and receiving from the Father 
the long promised Holy Spirit, He hath poured 
on us what ye now see and hear ” It was then 
a rediscovery of Christ as weE as a reahzation 
of fresh powers and faculties This indwelling 
Spirit of Christ was found to be the same Spirit 
WTio moved the prophets, but now He was to be 
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permanent. He was always, ever loatly Iu‘n 
upon. 

I. Sttpcrnattiral Povi'cr. Foi e.K.implo, IVtvr and 
John some days aftei I’entocost, j4»)ing tu tht‘'rvmplt‘ 
for prayer, were asked for alms by a inuldU‘-agod 
inan,\vlio had been lame fiorn hisbiith. Ihe apjUMl 
at once awakened withm S Pctei the (i>us( hhimu'ss 
that Christ was in him, eagei to heal “ i.tmk at 
us," he ciicd, as though the Piesiuuo SMtluii them 
both would be manifested, and tluui e.itthing the 
cnpplc by the light hand he exd uuusi, " In the 
Name of Jesus Chiist ot Na/.aieth, get up and 
walk.” And when men staled in wondei at this 
revelation of power, S. Petei evid.imed that they 
had no power of then own to do this, hut " Jf'Us 
Christ, Whom God hath gloufietl, He it is, \\ ho hath 
given strength to this man, lie, in and lliiomdi Us." 

II. Cotoage. But the power to speak easily 
and feailessly behue impoitant people who may 
imprison or kill jou is as lemaikidile as the powei 
to make the lame walk Ihis, totj, was theiis, fur 
on the next morning, when the highed .lutlioiities, 
including Caiaphas and all the memlieis <;f the 
High PnesPs family examined them, they weie not 
in the least abashed but said <pute plainly, " You 
must all understand that this riippU* who stamis 
before you, strong and w’ell, does so thanks to 
Jesus Christ the Nazarcnc, \Vln»m you iruidied, 
and God raised from the dead '* In tlie-.c and 
countless other w'ays the Apostles leaU/eti how 
vastly more effective they wero when Chi ist was " in 
them " than when Christ was '* vfttli them." 



EXPERIENCED BY DISCIPLES 29 

III. Counsel. But it was not only in power of 
miracle and speech that they reahzed the great 
change, but even more in the guidance and counsel 
they always received They would speak to Him 
in their assembhes and gatherings as they would 
have spoken in the old days, when He stood among 
them, naturally and simply, and always heard 
His reply not individually but collectively So 
there grew up in their minds a very comfortable 
feeling that they were never away from Him and 
that He was just the same loving, merciful Friend 
that they had known in Galilee, ready to advise, 
help, encourage according as the need arose. 

IV. Meynory. And with these manifestations 
of His Presence they were conscious of an ever- 
deepening change within themselves. In the old 
days so remarkable were their experiences of 
Christ’s miracles and words, which followed in 
qmck succession, day after day, that they forgot 
almost as quickly as they saw Even a great miracle 
like that of feeding the five thousand became 
indistinct in the abounding number and character 
of His wonderful deeds. So the past was always in 
confusion as it happens with ourselves when we 
have been through very exciting experiences, lasting 
over a considerable time. But now by the power 
of the Holy Spirit the whole past became illuminated. 
Stones long forgotten came back to their minds 
with extraordinary vividness and accuracy , words 
spoken, but long since lost, fiUed their minds with 
new meaning ; deeds, the significance of which 
they had never understood, now became alive with 
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fresh force In looLing f<n\va.rd to then niinistiy 
they must have wondoicd how, lomoinhoniiff their 
dulness and stupidity, they wouhl be able to express 
truly and accurately what they had soon The 
more true we aie and the greater the sense of 
responsibility to some li>ved incrid, who luis tione 
everjiihing for us, the mi>re anxious we uie that we 
should not misicpresent him in uu\ thing toiieeining 
him, not the smallest featuie ot am scene in \%hi<h 
he played a part So thej m desci ibing \s iuit t hev had 
seen, might Nvell ieel alarmed lest then human infirm- 
ity should spoil all , and then they lememlwied cnie 
of the great blessings th.it the new C»imtiiitei wouhl 
give them would be th.it “ He would bung .ill 
things to their remembrame ” Chii-t was not then 
only alive in the present, but alive in the p.ist, and 
as the old days came back to them Jhey would 
wonder again at liis smgul.ir coinpassmn and 
sympathy, 

V Power oj expression But this was by no 
mean.s a full account of tlie remaikiible ih.inge 
they rejoiced in It is one thing to h,i\e a good, 
accurate memory , quite .-motlu*!, as so many know, 
to be able to narrate in simjilc and vivid langu.ige 
what we remember. 'Ihey soon fiumd. S Peter on 
the very day of the Gitt, that they had exti.i- 
ordmary powers of expression and inilnence in 
preaching. It was staggering to limi a crowd of 
three thousand pressing forw.ud to B.iptiNm as the 
result of a single sermon Nothing like that hud 
ever happened to the Master. But pieac'hing finds 
partial inspiration in the listener — writing lias no 
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such help — and they had never written How could 
they daie ? And yet as members of the Apostles' 
band fell off by death, they felt, and others felt stUl 
more strongly, that what they had preached and 
told to others must have permanent expression, 
especially as hearers were already busy putting 
down and circulating what they heard. So they 
began, Mark the intimate friend of S Peter, and 
Matthew the Pubhcan, and John the Fisherman, 
the difficult task of narrating the events of the past. 
But how would they exclude all that self which 
finds its way into almost every earthly narrative — 
how would they prevent the mighty power of 
imagination from giving some element of untruth 
to the more dramatic parts of the narrative ? How 
would they put down what He said ]ust simply 
without giving unduly their own comment to the 
reader as to what He meant ^ How would they 
avoid being on the one hand too brief and on the 
other hand too dull ^ There is only one answer — 
through their realization of the Presence of His 
Spirit And nothing but that could have won for 
us from the men of that age of legend, superstition 
and wild fancy the extraordinary narratives which 
are read, and always with reverent hearing, to the 
most cultured audiences of the world 

But not only these, but perhaps stiU more 
remarkable are the letters, for letters are for one 
age and time and necessarily ephemeral They 
refer to facts, moods, failures peculiar to places 
and peoples They are of interest, but only as 
indicating how men thought and acted m days 
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gone by, and in placON far reitn>\<.*d from ns. But 
here aie letters, written by hsheimen, whii'li, though 
written m the Eiis-t and undei cucumstanetN wuiely 
dillerent fiom our own, are lead m the highly 
civilized cities in the \Ve>t to cultnied congieg.i- 
tions, and alwaj's with uctejitaneo, not only being 
preferred to other writings ol theii own n.itionahties, 
but placed bo far abo\c them tliat no on(‘ wouUl 
dare to substitute them Wheiuc this wisditin and 
understanding, wc ask ^ And the aiiswei is. these 
men wrote what they did in the company of 
Jesus, feeling IIis Spirit in e\eiy woid As they 
wrote they w’crc not piubably cons< ions any 
overpoweimg impetus, but being m the closest 
touch with Reality thou w'oids lang tiin* , true not 
only to the thought of their own tune but of eveiy 
time And it is this loyalty' to tiuth that is such 
a conspicuous fcatme both m thought and expics- 
sion, and makes us feel that when they wrote they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost 
VI. Prophecy But not only weto the past 
and present illuminated by the pttwei of Hts in- 
dwelling Ihescncc, but the futme too was made 
plain according to the piumisc, “ lit? will show you 
things to come." \\hoe\ei may be the author of 
the Apocalypse (and after the must se.irthing 
criticism the tradition that the Apostle John wr</te 
it still hoid.s an honoiuable plate), it is a very 
remarkable picture of the ultimate victory of the 
Church over its great enemy, the Rom,in Kmpiie, 
quite impossible fur the untuded imagination itnd 
intellect of any disciple. It is another witness to 
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the mysterious fact of Christ’s indwelling Presence 
and of the intimate relations He held with those 
to whom He could entrust such great secrets. 

There could then be no doubt that for them 
wonderful as the three years had been in closeness 
of touch and intimacy of relationship, the years 
that followed were closer and fuller in their fellow- 
ship. Unconsciously they had been led to reahze 
that though they had known Christ after the flesh 
and gloried in the wonderful discoveries that 
Revelation brought, henceforth they knew Him as 
such no more The spiritual intercourse had grown 
to be more real than the spoken and the spiritual 
efficacy in deeds and words, more widely and 
powerfully felt than the miracles m Galilee and 
Judaea They found they were doing greater works 
than even those He had done and that all that 
ministry of the first days was only a beginning of 
what He was doing now more largely and eflec- 
tively. 

All this makes it clear that Christ’s abandonment 
of all visible and outward expression, when the 
cloud hid Him from their sight, did not mean a loss 
of the Truth, but a gain It was not a withdrawal 
of His Presence from their society in order that it 
might learn to walk by itself, to feel its own in- 
dependence, from the same motive as parents send 
their boys away from home. On the contrary 
His Presence was to be more continuous, more 
strongly felt, and their dependence be more sub- 
missive, more perpetual. And yet though this was 
so, the Presence did not annihilate their individu- 
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ality, but boinf? Himself Reality maile tliem more 
real, more them-eive'>, nioie mifiinal, Simon 
became more and more Peter, aiul l.e\i moie and 
more Matthew, and c\ery di'^ciple nioie and mote a 
personality. 

Now this rough sketch is of impoitance to iis ris 
indicating that this lemaikahle pos^essKui of the 
Truth, or, wc nia\ sa\, l»v the Tiuth, <Mme thniugh 
the Spiiit of Christ, \\ho is also called “ the Spuit 
of Truth” We read the aeroiint ol it in the New 
Testament as though it leteiied to a past event 
which has but little pructie.il i elation to the age m 
which ue live Ihe wind, the tire, the new tongues 
are all of the past uniepe.itecl Put suppose tlnit 
the rushing wind i^ an e.vpression ot the strong 
desire that Chiist hati to posies', all Ills people ; 
suppose that the Ine is oiilv a s\iphol of the 
enthusiasm which He promised He would kindle; 
suppose the new' tongues e.Mpuss the jHuinam'iit 
gift of the Church to make its meN^age intelligible 
by the spoken or the written word! Suppos<‘ that 
all that is needed now’ i-' for the t'huuh iiist to 
believe that Christ's dcsue »ukI power au‘ only 
waiting for an expression of faith, and then to put 
Itself in such an attitude of selt-suiiemiei that it 
IS ready to aband<m all the ixisitions of stviuity 
which are now the main obstacles to absolute 
Chnst-dependence 1 is she capable of rising to 
make the great venture ’ At present it sc‘ems as 
though she were seeking safety iilong the lines of 
most great and benevoUmt societies. In sec'king to 
improve the efficiency of her organization and 
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financial position she has no time to face 
the actual situation in which a supernatural 
society, such as the Body of Christ, is involved. 
She IS perfectly familiar with the formula, 
" Not by might nor by power but by My Spint, 
saith the Lord,” but she is too busy to face 
the implications For years she has sustained 
no crushing blow such as the Apostles experienced 
before Pentecost, when every shred of self-depen- 
dence was destroyed Indeed, she has had no 
stunning blow at all ; her life has never been 
threatened, and it is difficult to see why she should 
not go on in her old way, relying in some cases on 
the State, in others on large financial organizations, 
in others on prestige, ]ust those things which are 
indicated by the prophet as ” might and power ” 
In some way she has to learn what the Apostles 
were convinced of before Pentecost, that apart 
from Christ, 1 e from a universal consciousness of 
dependence on Christ, apart from His Spirit, she is 
nothing. 

The sketch we have looked at shows plainly 
how Reality possessed the Eastern world in the 
first century ; how Antioch, Ephesus, as well as 
Corinth and Rome, ahen though they were, felt 
the impact of the Christ, the potency of the Truth 
A fresh study of that phenomenon to-day by twelve 
men of faith who could give a whole year to its 
contemplation apart from the world, and then to the 
study of the present condition of the Church, so 
different in insight and power, might enable us to 
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see the truth of the pre-^ent situation as God sees 
it, Ceitainly wo axe inti likely to dispute l^rofessor 
GwatkiU'^' assertion, We lUiLy have philo'^ophy and' 
science, criticism and cultuic to perfects >n and a 
finely organised Society t<tn/* as \vc have, " and 
stxU have no life in us/' but \\c natuialH desire to 
enquire what arc the ccmditmn-n in whuh there may 
be a startling appearance of life just wheie Death 
seems to reign. In the fu'^t liuiuhetl years Ufe 
conquered death. It cannot he possible that now 
death is conquering life, but the appalling features 
which to~daj' maik family and home life, with the 
increasing aloofness of many fioni organized li'^hgion, 
suggest that life is failing to maintain its gi<»und. 
It may be that the Church ha-> lost sonudhing of that 
which in Apostolic days was pre enuuemt, its con- 
sciousness of Christ, It is s*iid with trqtli that self 
IS most ctimplelely a true peisonality wlu'ii it is 
most concentrated upon the achievement of a single 
purpose, and that its power v^ines with its cf>n- 
centration and its concentiation with the quality 
of its aim/* In the early days the aim was the 
highest, to know’' Christ and the feUi>w’ship of Ilis 
sufferings, and on that the Apostolic Church was 
concentrated. Would any onlooker ascribe tins 
aim to any Church in our Western w'orld ? If not, 
it is obvious where our w’cukne.ss lies. 



CHAPTER III 

SEKKING AN ENTRANCE EVERYWHERE 

W E have seen that it is only through experi- 
ence of Jesus that Truth is known — ^in other 
words, only through the Spirit of Jesus that we 
know reality, and that, contrary to our expectations, 
the removal of Jesus in the flesh meant no weakening 
of His influence, no diminution of His Presence. 
" I am with you all the days,” became translated 
by experience, “ I am in you all the days/’ But 
one big question now arises of utmost concern. 
That wonderful relationship, so personal and so 
intimate, was with chosen friends. “ Thine they 
were, and Thou gavest them to Me ” “You did 
not choose me, but I chose you ” Just those few ! 
Now what about the rest of the world ? In the 
face of present conditions it is tempting to feel 
that He still selects a few and leaves the rest. 
Human nature is so immense, that in order to 
conceive it we are obhged to divide it up into what 
we call races, European, Indian, African, Chinese, 
Japanese, Melanesian. Out of this immense number 
of human beings, is it not likely that only a few 
have been selected to become the messengers of 
God’s love. For this great missionary work cannot 
be done except by friends, who know Him and are 
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known of Hmi All othoii then \Vi»uUi be on a lower 
level Their infinite niimlnn anti vanety suMKt''’ts 
the imposMbiht}’ vt the intimaej of IrientKhip. 
That IS our flr'^t thought Aiul when we Io(»k at 
the matter apait from the ch.iuuter of the 
w'C see no reason why this shoiihl imt be so, why 
God should nut choose tiiemls as we do WliN’ not 
govern the kingdom <4 nnin bv a (ho'cn few' care- 
fully selected as the Apostles weie ’ Whv ottei 
friendship to those unabU' to piofit by it ^ Besides, 
to he friends with ail the W(»iUi in our cloudeil vision 
seems to mean being friends with none. huitiuT, 
the infinite Maje-ty of Ghnst seenis to remo\t‘ i!im 
from all but tho-e whom lie has exalted and 
uplifted to His Throne I> it not the casi> that .is 
men rise in station thev neccssatilv h<vom<‘ mote 
isolated from the manj ? 'I he Kmg/ihe (leneial, 
the Admiral become neccssaiih' nmie and moie 
separated as they attain their highei p(»sitions ; so 
He, the highest amongst the Ihgli, tlie Holiest 
amongst the Holy, can onlv have tew intim.itc 
friends. So many a modest, humble man, as he 
thinks of that inconeeiv.ibly high position lenced 
about by innumerable gi.KiatioHs of Seiaphim, 
Archangels, Apostles and Maityis, feeLs that that 
IS not for him, and that the utmost he can dare to 
attain is to adore in the outciniust fringe, minutely 
distant from the Great Centre So he fultils his 
obligations and duties us best he can, hoping that 
through the merits of the Cioss he may just get m 
to the outer realm of light. To be possessed by 
Christ IS beyond him. 
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And yet with aH this that seems so reasonable, 
there is that great fact of closest relationship 
implied in the words, “ He made me and all the 
world " “ Made me,” that goes deeper even than 

parental relationship It implies my separate 
indmduahty, my onginal character reflected in 
face, form and expression. ” He made that,” and 
made it ]ust as it is It may be that my distinctive 
difference expresses itself in an ugly form, an 
awkward expression, silent and uncouth ways which 
I resent And yet He made it, and could have 
made it otherwise. Between Him and me is that 
secret He had His own plan in thus making me, 
]ust as He has in the sparrow and the eagle, the 
worm and the butterfly Part of the plan was the 
formation of a special character and so the awakening 
of a special love, and part of it was ” Thou shaft 
love Me, that is thy first duty ” Very singular, 
and yet not unnatural, for if He says in answer to 
the complaint of my plainness, ” Shall the thing 
formed say to Him that formed it, ‘ Why didst Thou 
make me thus ^ ” shewing His right to make me 
as He liked, then He must balance His right by 
something else and say, “ I made thee as thou art 
that thou mightest love me as thou art. Thy love 
wiU be diflerent from that of anyone else, for it 
springs out of a different setting and I choose 
variety ” Yes, God's rights are balanced by His 
love, otherwise He would be an autocrat and not 
a Father Individuality is the note of creation. 
Men are not standardized. 

But this fact of creation demands further thought. 
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Even \vc, with all our infinnitas, luvc \\hat we 
create. A p<»cm, ii pit'tuie, a cnmpti'.jtioii iiic very 
dear to us, whatever they may be to other people, 
and that not chicily as a soiuec ttf pride, hut he<Musc 
they arc our very own. And it we could ouisehes 
create a child, there is no quedion we should be 
extraordinaiily inteieded m it and love it l‘aients 
do not cieulc their chiUhen. but even their small 
share in God’^ great .tet bungs su< h lo\e with it 
that injury to a child b\ a p.ueiit is cunsuUued an 
unnatural oflence. Anil couhl we imagine the 
impobsible, and s\ippose sunie ni'hhei to have been 
gifted by God with powei to cieate a child, in older 
that she might enjov the Winulei of 'tving what, 
after infuutc pains, hei own hands had lu.ule, seeing 
it moMiig and dancing hetoie her, -peaking and 
singing, then we should be sure that tlie «iu»‘ thing 
necessarj,' to pci feet hei enlerpiise would be that 
she her.sclf might indwell that niaixt'llous euMtuie, 
fire it w'lth her own spuit, implant in it hei own 
longings, endow' it with Imr own mind, live in it, 
move m it, and find hei life in it, that it might lie 
her double, resptniding to all hei lightest wishes 
and desires. And if this be not an unnatuial 
thought for a human being, what must we s,iy of 
God, Whose love is greatei than the I'nivefse and 
more intense and personal than tliat »»f the* most 
ardent lover ? It will not bo enough to creat<‘. He 
must indwell This must be so if Hu is Lo\e, for 
love IS never satisfied with the homage of the out- 
ward, it aiw'ays looks farther to the lose of the 
inward, the response of the whole pcr-sonality. 
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'' Himself conceived of life as love ” " Conceived 

of love as what must enter it/’ “ Fill up, make one 
•with His each soul He loved ” Creation, then, is 
the foundation of love, and love wiU never finish 
till it has the whole. As, then, all are made by Him, 
Christ has no favourites. 

Now this demand for love carries with it His 
Friendship. We never ask for affection where we 
do not love, and He is not less but greater than we. 
There is no colour bar, for the colour is His ; there 
IS no intelligence bar, for this too is His gift , and 
there is no class bar, for before Him there is neither 
high nor low “ He setteth up one and putteth down 
another ” “ His love is over all His works,” and 

" He hateth nothing that He hath made ” 

The choice, then, of the Apostles was determined 
not by their creation but by their suitability for 
the particular task they had to do. He had many 
friends outside their band, and many outside 
Israel, with some of whom He found a larger 
response to His appeal In His search for faith it 
was in a Roman officer that He discovered its best 
form. “ I have not found so great faith, no, not 
in Israel ” No, the choice of the Apostles was an 
expression of pohcy, not of partiality 

But that He might make this aU-important truth 
clear, that no one might ever despair of being 
chosen, of becoming His Friend, He made choice of 
a particularly difficult character and trained and 
fashioned him so that he reached a position higher 
even than that of S Peter He chose Saul the 
Pharisee. Why ? Not because he was an attractive 
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character at. we mav heiic‘\e S. Jjoliu t(» have been. 
No 

" I obtained mercy,” wntt's S Riul, " for the 
purpuise ot fuini^hnig Jesus \Mth the clnef 

illnstiatum of Ills uttei patience ; I was to be the 
typical instance of .ill who weie to behove lu Him 
and gum cteinal lite " t^Mottatt ) 

“ The typical instance,” because ho had in his 
original chaiactei all tho'e inhimilies of temper and 
di'^positiun which we led uie hodile to ineiuiship 
with God. He had pride, higotiy, piejiulue, for- 
mality, hatred, ciuclty, iiiid haidnos^ which au; 
worse than the mcos ol the dissipattd .ind wuildly. 
And this nvituial tonipeiaiiiont was stienglheiiod 
and haidened by In', ti.unmg .ind eduiation. 
Indeed, it would nut he ea-v to Imd .invono nioic 
unlikely to be a iiiend «*1 Jesus < hiisl than Saul, 
“ the peisccutui, hlaspheniei ami wanton aggiossor.” 
He wvis a niomboi of that "od which our 1-ord tells 
us shut the Kingdom ot Heaven against men, 
neither cntoimg in thonisehes nor letting those 
enter who w’ould, that SoeietN whiih tompassed sea 
and land to make one prosvlyte anti then made him 
twice as bad as themselves , that Soeudy whtjse 
members, m the judgment of the 'I luth, weu* blind 
guides, hypocrites making clean the outside t»f the 
cup and platter and bomg within full tjf r.ipaoity 
and indulgence , soiponts, a brood <if vipeis 
apparently dtiomed to damnatitui ; and a zoahnis 
member, too. He not only s.metionetl Stephon‘s 
murder, but voted iov the mart;yidom tif tithors. 
" There was not a synagogue,” he says m his speech 
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before Agnppa, “ where I did not often punish 
them and force them to blaspheme.” 

And yet this arrogant, proud, self-willed and 
obstinate persecutor of the Faith became one of 
the most intimate friends of Christ, devoted to His 
service and dying for His Name. If he became this, 
then, as he himself would say, there is hope for 
anyone For he was a typical example of the worst 
of mankind, the chief of sinners The thought, then, 
we found in creation is confirmed by the fact 
revealed in grace 

But how did this unhkely example become the 
fnend of Christ ? 

With the Apostles and Disciples, as we have 
seen, it was contact with the personality of Christ. 
It was the impact of His reahty that made them 
true They knew Him and through their personal 
knowledge of Him knew the Truth It was not 
otherwise with S, Paul. It was not the arguments 
of S. Stephen that changed his faith It was not 
the martyr’s d3ang testimony that made him a 
Christian It was not the revelation of a new 
religious philosophy, a new school of ethics, but a 
revelation of Christ as true and objectively real as 
that which He mamfested in Galilee, only, and that 
is its chief interest to us, it was the revelation of 
the exalted Christ. We have already noticed the 
tendency to suppose that this is in some way 
inferior in its effectiveness and powers to that of 
Jesus in the days of His Flesh. S, Paul’s experience 
contradicts this Whilst there is nothing m the 
Gospels which for intensity and affectionate devotion 
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surpasses this revel, iti«in of Christ, yet it is the 
Heavenly Christ that is levvaleU. Let ns try to 
pro-ent it tti our minds. 

Hcie is one who has obstin,itely silenceil all the 
inner exhortations and protestations th.it the Voice 
of Christ has been m.iking to him tor nitmths ,ind 
months And so jicisistent and sharp were these 
pleadings that only the lieieest deteinim.ition to 
Ignore them could ha\e a\ ailed And then Iheic 
IS the sudden revelation, the \eil is toin from his 
eyes, and he sees Jjesus, Whom he had supposed to 
be cursed of God, dead ami buned out of sight, 
alive, radiant and full of o<tinpassion. He hears 
Him speaking to him, and saying, “ Saul, Saul, 
whj' persecutes! thou me ? It is haul fox thee to 
kick against the goads ” And when in his humilia- 
tion he cries, “ \\ho ait thou, Loid ? *' theie eame 
the answer, “ I am Jcuus, and thou ait persecuting 
me 

Here arc all the clcmt*iits of a real objective 
appcaiancc of Chiist, as clear .is th.it of the risen 
Christ to the two disciples at lunm.ius, and quite 
as human. Christ speaks to him m his own 
language, addresses him twice by name, questions 
him {IS to the motive of lus person.d hostility 
to Him and declares Himself to be Jesus. No 
judgment is passed on what he had done sind 
no threats as to w'hat might happen if he persisted 
in going forward. All is full of tender feeling, like 
that of a father w*ho hearing of ji .si>n’s leekle-s 
pursuit of some evil design, plants himself on the 
road and tells him he goes forward only o\ or his body. 
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Now that single scene on the road to Damascus 
IS the foundation of that extraordinary hfe, which 
affected the future of Christianity more than any 
other Jesus, whom he had supposed to be false, 
is now seen to be true, and the Resurrection which 
he had laughed at as an invented story, is now 
felt to be real Every fact he had been up against 
was substantiated Jesus was the Messiah ' the 
Cross was the Sacrifice the httle band of Galilean 
peasants was the Kmgdom But this was not the 
only experience which led to such astonishing 
changes It was but the first of a long senes of 
spiritual revelations Three days later he was 
baptized and confirmed and “ filled with the Holy 
Spirit " This " being filled ” always meant fresh 
expenences of the Lord, for it is the Spirit of Christ 
Who fills — ^the Chnst Who had so mercifully revealed 
Himself to him. The Spmt was the Spint of Jesus, 
saying " nothing of Himself,” but “ taking the things 
of Jesus and shewing them unto him.” It was m 
this way that he learned that wonderful gospel of 
which his letters are the expression. “ I tell you,” 
he writes to the Galatians, “ the Gospel I preach is 
not a human affair , no man put it into my hands, 
no man taught me what it meant I had it by 
revelation of Jesus Christ.” (Moffatt). 

That Gospel centred m two great truths — ^the 
Resurrection and the Cross. Both were a matter 
of experience The doctrine of the Resurrection 
was not founded on passages of Holy Scripture, 
or the probabihties seen in Nature, or on the 
witness of the Apostles, but on a fact verified by 
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himscH " Last <if :iU Ih* apptMUnl to ni<‘ a-' to 
one born tnit <»{ duo timo Ho hiui'.t lf had soni 
the risen Loid and ht*aul Hun spi^k 'Uioio was 
then no question iilxtut it 

And the fact of the Resmn*ition illuminated 
the Cross. It was (iod's jjioat Muduatma t>f the 
Death It justifu'd (rod's ju tioii in ant>\Mn;; it 
It was cvKlcntlj moie than .i ni.ut\i‘s death 
"Crucified by the hands of wu keil men " and there- 
fore in the eyes of the woihl aitutsed for " mu-etl 
IS he that hangeth on the tiee,” it « ame a-, a < hallen^'c 
to the mind of S. Paul, uhv the smle-s (hie had 
been punished and tlie guilt\ natiMU liiat kilted 
Him alloMod to go fiec And of tliat nation lie, 
Paul, had been one of the w»irst I he fa< t that no 
judgment had fallen on the nation or hiins<*If, 
flashed tlu‘ truth into his nutid that ( bust <la*d f«»r 
Israel and for him and so, indeed, f«»i tlH‘ wt u Itl. So 
he felt that he owed not only his ei >n\ «•! '•ion to the 
nsen Lord, but his. life, his whole future, and thencis- 
forth the Cross became the dearest pledge of love 
he had. 

So the great change which S. Paul experieiu ed 
was not due to books, but to ,i lVr.s< »n ; was not the 
result of reading, but (»f wiostling with a Pei son, 
yet was not ettcctcd by efforts of his own, but by 
the unveiling of Christ. 

Now that IS always the case. Ihc awakening of 
love to God m any human being is due to some 
revelation. In some secret way Christ seeks tt> 
make Himself known. The doubts raised in men's 
minds are due to supplying that it is alway.s in the 
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same way. But do lovers or friends reveal the 
secret of their affection along the same path and in 
the same way ? Robert Browning has one way, 
the ploughman has another ; Charles Kingsley a 
different way, the philosopher yet another. Love 
enjoys an infinite variety of methods for declaring 
itself. So in the supreme revelation of Love To 
S Peter through a successful catch of fish, to 
Nathamel by the discovery of a secret, to S Thomas 
by the sight of Christ’s wounds, to S Paul by the 
face of Christ So it always has been and wiE be 
To one by a tree bursting into life, to another 
by the glory of the sunset, to another by a strange 
dehverance, to another by Scripture words written 
on a wall, to another by the blessing given m a 
Cathedral, and yet another by simple words spoken 
in a wayside chapel, to another by a coincidence, 
to another by a letter. In a thousand ways 
Christ IS ever seeking to make Himself known to 
everyone Revelations are there but we see them 
not “ When saw we Thee sick or hungry or naked, 
or a stranger ? ” When saw we Thee ^ We never 
saw Thee. Had we seen Thee it would have been 
different, so many will say But He will answer, 
" I was there all the time In the hospitals, the 
refuges, the prisons, the streets, yes, at your own 
doors, but you never sought Me out, and when I 
came to you I was unrecognised.” The heavenly 
vision IS for all, for a moment it impresses us, we 
even talk about it, ” It was so strange, that dream, 
that accident, the meeting so-and-so when I never 
expected it, reading that book just when the letter 
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arrived,” but unlike S. l\tul, the \wi(tn p,ls^cs and 
we weie dii.ubeclieut tt» it, m) engutwd in tau own 
ahaii'>thut we made no lespon'^e anti llie oppoitinutj' 
pa‘^'-cd avay Di. I’u''e 5 ' would say \otatioiH aio 
nnsscd c\ei 3 day. Ye- — lieeause nu*st of them 
come m love’s quiet, gnu khis wav without tiunipet 
call or thundenlap lJul let u?' he sine theie they 
are and oiu whole futuio depends mi oiu leiognitain 
of them 

Now' the respitnt-c to the Revelation alwavs nit*ans 
the tonsctouMicss oi the po-ses-ion oi ( liust. 
Years befoie, as our Pra\et I»ook tells u-n. thnst 
took us up m His amis ,it out Hapti^ni aiitl em- 
braced us, hut we haw heen uiu oiis<'ioiis ot His 
Piesence As Iqnatiu-, {hj traditnai <aie of the 
children Chiist took up in His amis and hies-i'il), 
had to \s'ait till thiough the lating oil td viiiostohe. 
hands, he could proudly cuiiU^-^h to the Imipeior 
that he earned Ch^l^t, was in<let‘d the tlod-he.uei, 
so many may ha\c to wait till tluy can say with 
S. Paul, ” I live, j'et not 1 hut ('htist li\eth in me.” 
But the day comes Giadually or suddenly men 
are aware that another dwells m them, tjuiding and 
inspiring then lives and that <jthei is ('luist. It is 
not easy for one to describe what this mean> to 
another than himself. But one thing it dites not 
mean, and that is the submeigmg t>f seif, the loss 
of individuality. In most cases of fuendslup 
between the w'caker and the str<»nger, the weaker 
IS subordinated to the stiongei, ami becomes his 
shadow and echo But w'lth ChiLst it is dilTerent. 
He made us and is necessarilv o-vtremely inteicslcd 
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in our individuality. Once acknowledged as Master, 
He sets out to free us from all things that warp our 
personality. He aims to make us perfect, 1 e full 
grown He will have the pictuxe as beautiful as 
possible He works as the supreme artist from 
within and through sorrows and ]oys, trials and 
pleasures, disappointments and hopes. He brings 
us up to His ideal We become the Truth for the 
Truth has hold of us 

It IS in this large hope that S Paul addressed 
all his converts as “in Christ “ This was their 
great distinction, their outstanding privilege. As 
an officer might stimulate his soldiers as belonging 
to a glorious regiment, a Pnnce his family as 
belonging to the Plantagenet hne, so S. Paul his 
disciples as belonging to Christ, only using this 
different phrase “ in Christ,” meaning, as we shall 
see, something more personal and intimate. So 
the Corinthians were “ consecrated in Jesus Christ,” 
the Ephesians were “ the faithful in Jesus Christ,” 
the Phihppians were “ saints m Jesus Chnst,” the 
Colossians were “ faithful brethren in Christ,” the 
Thessalonians were “ in God the Father and in 
Jesus Christ.” Yes, bad, vicious, quarrelsome, 
disloyal, as they might be, yet by virtue of their 
Baptism there lay behind each member of Chnst 's 
body a tremendous redemptive force expressed by the 
two words “in Christ ” On this they could depend. 
To each they gave the extraordinary privilege of 
throwing themselves back in all their ignorance, 
weakness and sin on Him Who was theirs before 
they were His And these words, so personal and 
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yet so comprehensive, were made real in that one 
Rite which expresses Christuuuty. 'rherc m the 
Holy Communion to whah all Mere a<lmitti*<l. men, 
women, and even childien m the days, from 
all races — Eastern and Western — from .ill positions 
— ^the King and the slave — ^fiom ail miiuK — the dull 
and the bright — theie was the ummagitiable gift, 
the whole of Chi 1st passing througli the vciy 
different natines that lay prostiate before Him, so 
that they possessed the llody of ('hiist, the lUood 
of Christ ; yes, into them, each and ail, lie passed ; 
and they, each and all, into Him they p,issod ; 
they dwelt in Him and He dwelt in them; the 
Heart of God at last being satislied with tins closest 
embrace of those whom lie hail nuule and ledeomed. 
These outward pledgi's ga\ o to all the sme guarantee 
As w’e say m our prayei after reception. " Thou 
dost assure us theiehj’ of 'Ihy favour and goodness 
towards us and that we are viTy meuibeis ineor- 
porate in the mj'stical Ilody of Christ our Lord " 
We started this Chaptei by asking whether the 
Friendship of Christ which the Apostles knew to 
be the joy of their life was open to eveij-oiu: The 
answer is clear. By Ooation we are His, by 
redemption w'C are tw'icc His. By His command 
“Thou shall love Me with all thy heart " wv are 
His always by His affection. And S. I’liul’s cx.iinplo 
proves it. So I hope that what lias been said will 
persuade the oidinary average man or woman that 
the desire of God Who made him or her is to 
dwell m them through Jesus Christ, and that it is only 
through this indw’cllmg that anj:, future is jHjssible. 
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Till Saul was made a living member of Christ, Paul 
the missionary was impossible, Paul the Saint was 
impossible and Paul the glorified and risen was 
impossible No amount of reading or thinking or 
conferring with the Apostles was of any value till 
Christ dwelt m him and he dwelt in Chnst. As the 
soil to the seed, as air to the plant, as light to the 
flower, so Christ was necessary for Saul. Directly 
he became “ in Christ,” all that was eternal in him 
was quickened. He saw and heard what he could 
not otherwise have seen and heard In the words, 
” Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ^ ” he yielded 
himself up to the Life which then laid hold of him 
He made the choice That was his part All else 
was Christ. " Christ in you the hope of glory ” 
here and hereafter was the creed of all. 

It IS, however, difS.cult for us to whom the 
Christian faith is largely a system, not a life ; a 
Church, not a Person ; a Kingdom, not a King ; to 
realize that m the first days Christ was everything, 
not merely an example, but the foundation of 
everyone's life , not a stranger called in in case of 
need, but the compamon on everyone’s journey , 
not a religious atmosphere, but the great High 
Pnest in everyone’s worship ; m fact, the Guide in 
everyone’s difiiculties, the Absolver of everyone’s 
sms, the Educator of everyone’s mind The transi- 
tion from the world to the Church was in those 
days, indeed, starthng and abrupt It was not 
passing from one school of ethics to another, or 
from one rehgion to another, but from one Master 
to another The world was in the Evil One, the 
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Chuich was in Chii^t Ihc persnn^il flvnient m 
both dominated I’o'^sCisMon T>y the cU‘m 1 wsis of 
common occuneucc, po'^^.e-^Mun by Chiist e\en inoie 
common. There might be tho^e disloyal to its 
spirit, but no Christian doubted the but, that being 
a Christum he %\as ch>ser to Christ than to his 
mother, more loved of C'hiist than <>1 bus \Mle, more 
dear to Chxist than his child to him. It is this 
persuasion that ue must ieoo\ei Iheic is a 
widespread disposition to tiiist the C’lamh apart 
from Christ ; or to tiiist the Holj Sa< lament upait 
from the Givei , or to trust the l‘iie->t a|>.ut iioni 
the Holy Spiiit Chiist uses the ( hiuch, fox Ho 
IS its insepai.ible Head , He uses the Sai'ianient, 
for Ills life Is onshiined in it. He uses the Pi test, 
for He set him apait ft»i the Holy Ottice, but He 
Himself is our only Soveieign, our only Way, and 
through His Spiiit our only Gunie. 



CHAPTER IV 

WIDELY IGNORED TO-DAY 

P ASSING from the Christian life of those 
primitive days to that which we see in Europe 
and the United States, we are conscious of a startling 
difference. Large parts of it, especially in the great 
cities of London, New York, Paris and Chicago, are 
frankly pagan. In sajang this, I do not mean that 
they are brutal, vicious or undisciphned — ^far from 
it The rehgion of civilization which prevails is to 
a large extent honourable, orderly and digmfied, but 
the revelation of God in Christ is openly disregarded, 
as though it had never been. Now, standing 
outside this, but exercising little or no influence 
over it, is the Christian Church. If we turn to this 
in the hope that here at least we may find some 
expression of the Power and quickening influence 
of faith in the IndweUing Presence of Christ, we are 
disappointed Christian hfe is intelligent, remark- 
ably so, very active, engaged in many rehgious and 
philanthropic enterprises, but there is something 
wanting 

If a primitive Christian were visiting the Church 
to-day, his chief complaint everywhere would 
be expressed in the word “ insipidity ” The salt 
has lost its savour. The vitality that he was 
accustomed to associate with the Eucharists and 
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other Church gathering'^ was tinfclt It was not 
merely that coiigicgatums as a whole seemed to 
have but little interest m what was going fotwurd 
in the bcrvice thej' wcio attending till the personality 
of the preacher awakened it, but thcie was some- 
thing missing. He was suie Chiist was theie, but 
His manifestation was m some wa> hmdeied It 
might ha\e been due to that lack of faith which 
prevented tlie muacuhtus manifestations in G.ihlee. 
For he found on leaving the I'huich and talking to 
some w'ho had been present that they had n<.>t 
noticed the absence of anj thing .vmi spoke chiefly 
of the preacher. Ho ctniUi not help contrasting 
Chnstian gatheimgs, when the gieut Apostle Peter 
had been piesent both relebiating aiul pleaching, 
lus personality and all that it nuaiit had been lo^t 
in the ov'ervs helming I’leseme of t hiist,' undei whose 
shadow they i<iy piustrat<‘, just as when tiu* L<*rd 
was transfigured. He was li'ki by a Kinnan Catliohc 
that the service ho had attended w.is not one wlu're 
the Christ was e-xpecleil to be mamfe-ted ; that he 
would find a ddteient atmospheu* at the Hass. 

So, thither he went, but found no matked diflei- 
cnce in the attitude of the I'ongiegiition, save that 
at two vciy brief moments, signahze<l by the 
ringing of a bell, there wan a sense of awt‘, when 
all knelt and worshipped; but he niai veiled that 
it was so quickly over, like a biief ghmp'-e of 
sunshine on a daik and cloiulv day. And when 
they left the Church, they left the Pu'sence to mix 
again in the woild which seemed their ical home, 
from which for a moment theyjiiitd sliayed. Ait, 
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music, literature, all His gifts, took possession of 
their minds, but He had no place m them. The 
truth IS, He had not been observed. They had, 
perhaps, been sensible of something supernatural 
happening, as though a thunder clap had been heard 
from a clear sky, but the " still small voice ” had 
not been heard. So that wonderful fellowship of 
Christ which was the common, daily expenence of 
the first Christians, expressed, and forcibly, m 
conversation, letters and actions, had become only 
a weekly, monthly or even less frequent recollection, 
forced on the consciousness by their presence at 
His service. 

Now, in pointing this contrast, I am not unaware 
that there are those m all parts of the Christian 
Church to whom Christ is a daily Reahty, but my 
expenence leads me to believe that these are looked 
upon as unusual ; divote, they would say in France ; 
mystical, as they would say m England ; pious in 
the Free Churches They are the few, the spiritual 
^hte They know and are conscious of their great 
heritage " in Christ " But their reahzation of this 
extraordinary privilege is looked upon as ideal, 
and ways are suggested, the purgative, illuminative 
and contemplative, whereby all may find the Great 
Reahty Yet such instructions, helpful as they are, 
only seem to suggest that something speaal and 
distinctive is intended. For the great mass of 
Christians, most are content with a far lower ideal 
" You ask of my religion,” says a Roman Cathohc. 
” Well, yes, I hope I am a good Cathohc. I cherish 
the Faith, I adore the Blessed Virgin and I hate 
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the Father of And the leplu’s of An^'lioans 

and Nonconformist', would not he witlely thileicnt 
in piinciple. “ 1 hope 1 am a g4io<i t hiinhinan/'* 
the Anf^lican would sav. “ I l(»\e mv I’l.iyet Hook 
and Communion and <d>ht>i liumhuj' and supm- 
stition,” whilst the Ntmeonhumut uttuld say. 
“ I am a thonnif'h-f'miif; ITee ChuK hm.in, lead my 
Bible, Use fiec pi.i\ei, and hate .ill pne-ti'Kitt ” 

None ot them m then biiet altumatioU' \iuuld 
be telling the whole .-.tori ttt then leiiguttis life, and 
all would repudiate with indignation the thought 
that Chiist was not the eentie(.»t then ( huu h’s f.uth, 
but nevertheless the nitun inipie>.'.ion ot their 
Christian piufes-.ion would he espie.'ed in the 
things they lo\ed iind h.ited 'Ihe Ble"e<l Viigiu 
and the Saints had been leali'od m the expeiienee 
of the Rom.in to he th<* helps he ha<l iound m 
the little tiials and the big soimw- he had known * 
and the sober teathing ot the Piavei Book with 
the C<jmniumon'; it so fieely oll'eied, hatl earned 
the Anglican over m.iny a ditluultv, whilst the 
Bible, wath its v.ined e.\penen<'e <it human life, h.id 
often bi ought God voiy near to the heait ot the. 
Free Churchman Ami their denials weio almost 
as imptatant as their aihimations, foi thev sht-wed 
the> had leligutus convictions, whuh they weie not 
afraid to express. 

But the actual piescuce of Christ, as He was 
revealed to the Apostles during the Galilean 
mmistiy- <ind alter, had ne\ei made a vivid unpics- 
sion on the minds of most of them. That was 
a rare and fortunate e.vpenence iC'Cived for holy 
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people, not for men of to-day “ I am a humble 
follower of Christ,” a man would say, " treading in 
the paths of my forefathers, and do not pretend to 
transcend their experience As they hved, I try 
to hve, and as they died, I hope to die My prayers, 
my reading, my attendance at Church are what 
theirs were If there be anything further, I try 
to be a good neighbour and do my duty. Your 
expectation of something else, though not un- 
famihar, points to an experience of which, as a plain 
and straightforward man, I must say I have no 
reahzation ” 

Not that Christ does not always remain as a 
great Figure, to be revered and adored ; but He is 
largely imknown as a Friend. Infimtely removed 
from the Roman by the great crowd of saints, 
which hke a splendid court keep Him at a distance 
from erring men and women ; shrouded m mystery 
to the Anglican, who is not quite sure whether He 
IS superhuman or God Almighty , enveloped m 
phrases by the Nonconformist, who at one time 
holds Him out to His people as the great Leader, 
the Redeemer of Humamty, and at another lays 
down the book “ The Man Nobody Knows ” with 
the troubled feeling that it is not far from 
the truth He is apart from man The fact 
is, Christ has been removed out of our ordin- 
ary life, and therefore we are not conscious 
of Him in our Church services Only a compara- 
tive few, of those brought up in the Christian 
Faith, remember any enterprise that they have 
undertaken simply for His Name’s sake, or any 
F 
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particular dehvcranoe «if winch Ik* wm^' the Author ; 
or anj” siifiennj;' that tho\ daivd to a''So<iati* with 
His Cro'^wS. Not that thou hU* was w ithout happen- 
ing’s ” which they hehesni to he iinne or less 
supernatural intei\cntinjis, lu illness, M>m<w and 
trial — to the Keiuan the\ wcie due to the 
Intel cession of the I'leHSfd Muthei ot < to the 
Anglican it was God’s goo<l I’loMdeine, ainl to the 
Nonconfitnnist Dninc au-'Weis to ]iia\er. The 
mediation <*1 Jesus t'hiist as the gittuiul ot their 
help was a thought laielv piv’-ent, a bit <it theology 
with w'hich the\ wexe not coiut'ineii The\ would 
not deny it, but it did not come within then con- 
scious expel icme N«'t th.it His Name w.is ne\er 
on then lips 'Ihe uitni.d jirateis botli «tt Roman 
and Anglican uiwa\s ended with phia'Cs which, 
similar in purpoit thougli tailed in expie-.sion, 
acknowledged Christ us the midiuin <•{ blessings, 
and the longer st.iienients ot the I'lee Chnich 
minister were not without expiessatie, that shewed 
Christ as the way, but the\ netei gapped the 
imagination Ask the avei.ige ( hiistian lavman 
what he feels aie the foicc of su< h wonls .as 
“through the mediation of JcsusChust," or“thxough 
Jesus Chi 1 st our mcdiutui and .idvocate ’’ When 
he IS sensible of (bid's nu'uies, a reiovcry from 
lUness, a roniuv.d of some gre.it anxiety, a bountiful 
gift, what does he do ? Ho may go up to the Temple 
like the nine happy lepers and give hvs thank- 
offering to Piovidence for his nuuty It never 
occurs to him to return to give th.inks to Christ, 
through Whom the benefit w'as.re<'eivt*d. And had 
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the omission been brought to his notice he would 
have said, “ I thanked God and I suppose that is 
the same thing, isn’t it ^ ” And if his friends who 
had drawn attention to it said, “ Well, had it 
not been for Christ’s kind ofSces you would never 
have experienced that relief,” he would have been 
surpnsed that One so great and mysterious and 
far removed should have mentioned a matter so 
small to the Father of aU mankind The more 
spiritual might go on to say, " I never thought 
about it in that way. To speak truly, I am afraid 
He never has or has had a very large place in my 
prayers, which I fear in any case are very brief 
I know what you wiU say — ^that when He was in 
Galilee He was the perpetual object of prayer and 
petition But it aU seemed so natural then, when 
you could see Him and hear His promises. Of 
course, then I should have gone to Him at once and 
thanked Him. But things are different now I am 
sure One so good must be equally accessible, but 
I don’t know how it is. He seems a long way off, as 
though He were merged in God And I fear He 
is not often in my thoughts — ^indeed, even in the 
Holy Communion, it is more God that I am con- 
scious of than Christ. Christ I look to for my 
example, but God for my worship.” 

But it IS not only ^e want of faith in the 
individual Christian, but m those who have the 
ordering of our services that produces a world 
consciousness that we wish to escape from instead 
of the Christ consciousness we desire Happily for 
most people their pubhc devotions are laid out on 
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the lines of the primitive Christum liturgies And 
there all is ordered on Apostolic principles, “ To the 
Father, through the Son, in the Spirit." And it is 
natural that as almost all the pra 3 'er>> are to the 
Father that our thoughts should be centied on 
Him It may be due to a supcilicuil view uf this 
that the Christ-consciousncsh hits dwindled, though, 
as a matter of fact, it ically emphasi'-es the excep- 
tional character of our union with Christ, for <.>nly 
in Him can we approach the Fathei. 35ut the 
average Chiistian whose theological thinking laiely 
gets beyond God (" Providence,” the Englishman 
says, " le bon Dieu,” as the Ficnchman says) 
ignoies Christ in his approach to God, and .shews 
his ab«encc of Chnst-consciousncs', by Ins im- 
patience with what he calls subjective hymns 
" The old Hundicth,” “ O Gud om dielp m ages 
past,” “ Nearer, my God, to Thee,” ” Lead, Kindly 
Light,” these are the hymns he lo\es best, but 
such hymns as “ How Sweet the N.ime of Josus 
Sounds,” ” Rock of Ages,” “ Jesu, Lover of iny 
Soul” he finds too intimate, out of haxm<»ny with 
his ordinary thinking, thus betraying the fact that 
he IS as yet a stranger to Christ’s fiicndship ; for 
the same man urho will cover his dislike by saying 
that he doesn’t care for sentiment, will be found 
applauding some song m the conceit hall or the 
theatre, which knows no icstraint in its outpouring 
of love This absence of Chnst-consciousiiess m 
so many of those who gather together in our 
churches is quite sufficient to account for that 
dryness of atmosphere, that dull insipidity, that 
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earthly feeling that pervades some Christian 
congregations 

Again, theoretically Christ is recogmzed by all 
who know the Faith as the Unseen Priest in every 
Church. There He stands as S John saw Him 
amongst the golden candlesticks. No one questions 
the reality of the Presence, guaranteed by His own 
words, “Where two or three are gathered together in 
My Name there am I in the midst of them “ But 
how far is this unquestioned faith expressed ^ The 
Mass in the Roman Church, where the Archbishop is to 
pontificate , the Cathedral service where some well- 
known chonster is to take a leading part in the 
anthem , the Free Church gathering where some great 
preacher is announced, what do they often reveal ^ 
What does the excited whisper mean, when the word 
passes, “ He is not here “ The simple Christian, well 
taught, might suppose that they were bewailing the 
Lord's absence , but no, it is the Archbishop, the gifted 
preacher, the chonster of whom all are thinking Of 
course, it is comparatively easy to draw a picture of 
this kind, and to point the obvious fact that we all 
lack faith to realize the Invisible. But such a picture 
suggests more than that — ^it suggests that those 
who have the ordering of our services have not 
taken pams to prevent such a consciousness of 
other persons being overmastering , nay, it is even 
possible that they have done the opposite in taking 
considerable pains to let it be widely known that 
the interest of the service wiU be the distinguished 
ecclesiastic, the preacher or the anthem. It was 
otherwise long ago “ We preach not ourselves,” 
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writes S Paiil of the ministration of Ins own day, 
" but Christ Jesus as Loid ” That was llui f)bject_^ 
of those first Christian assemblies when the mcnifiry 
of Christ was green and the Presence of Christ the 
one subject of thought and speech Bcfoic the eye's 
of the Galatians, S Paul dares to say, Jcsus Christ 
was openly set forth crucified , befoie the Corin- 
thians at every Communion the death of the Lord 
Jesus was proclaimed, both expicssions witnessing 
to the vivid realization of the fact 

Never had the Anglican Church greate: oppor- 
tunities ' The Churches arc alicNidy expiessive of 
spiritual things, by the restoration of their < fid bcMuty, 
the revised Prayer Books of England <md Scotland are 
not only free from much that was archaic and 
unintelhgible, but present in some places with new 
freshness the ancient worship , the laitj’ are looking 
with expectation for some requickcmng of ('hristiun 
hfe All that is needed is to restore the old faith, 
once so remarkable in its transfuiming power, that 
in and through it all Christ is felt to be iimongst us 
ministenng His great gifts to all who seek them 
and so becoming the intimate Fiiend of mankind. 
In the first days, a heathen governor, reporting to the 
Roman Emperor what he heard about the worship of 
the Christians, said they were wont to nu‘ct together 
before sunrise to sing hjmns to Chiist as God 
It is true that that might be said tt>-dtiy, and we 
should welcome the simplicity if it w'erc so, but 
it IS not the aspect that is most leadily seen by a man 
as he thinks of the varied expiession of worship 
with which he is familiar on a Sunday morning. 
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Yet, under other skies and m other conditions, 
the witness is quite different No one can hear of 
what missionaries have to tell us of native Christian 
worship in Africa, Melanesia and elsewhere without 
reahzmg that something of what was common in 
Apostohc days is evident there. Churchmen who 
in their travels have for a time sojourned in 
missionary districts speak with great interest of 
the rehgious atmosphere that fills the churches 
One Bishop tells us that, even before you came to 
the church where the service was, there was a sense 
of the Presence of God , and friends from New 
Zealand, when they had been to Norfolk Island, then 
the centre of the Melanesian Mission, would say, after 
being present in Bishop Patteson’s chapel, how they 
returned to their services m Auckland feehng that 
worship such as they had participated m was not to 
be found there. There the old scene of which S Paul 
speaks is agam rehearsed “ When some unbehever 
or outsider comes in he is exposed by all, brought 
to book by all, the secrets of Ins heart are 
brought to light, and so falling on his face he wiU 
worship God, declaring, ‘ God is really among you.’ ” 
(Moffatt ) 

And as the Spirit of Christ dominates the worship, 
so also the thought, even of those who are not 
Christians Mr Stanley Jones, in his interesting book, 
" The Christ of the Indian Road,” shews us that there 
is an extraordinary interest in the Person of Christ 
amongst all classes, which finds few parallels m 
Christian Europe Whether this reticence is due 
to our caution not to overstate or define any 
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Christian dogma, or to a natuial western reserve 
on the great verities of the Faith, certain it is that 
they miss the clear definiteness with which Indians, 
many of them non-Christian, express their helief 
about Christ 

One earnest Hindu, on being asked vhat he 
thought of Christ, replied, “ Thcie is no one else 
who is seriously bidding for the heart of the woild 
except Jesus Chiist There is no one else on the 
field " Another, who was chaiimaii of a meeting 
when addi esses on the “ Problems of the Day ” 
were given, said, “ I suppose that the epitome of 
what the speaker has said is that the s<jhition of the 
problems of the day depends on the application of 
the mind and spmt of Jesus to those pioblenis ” — 
and he was not a Christian Another, a Hindu 
Christian Piince, said to Mr Jones, “ There is 
growing up in India a Christ cull, entiicly apait 
from the Christian Church, almost in opposition 
to it The leading ideas of that cult aic love, 
service and self-sacrifice " 

But I need not multiply instances Here aie 
men occupying positions of leadership in their own 
countr}’-, some not yet disciples (d C'hiist, who do 
not hesitate, in spite of the prejudices that gather 
round a religion that seems to them purely Western 
and a faith that is but little behe\ed in by their 
rulers, openly to acclaim Christ as the Savioui of 
the world. 

Of course, it may and will doubtless be <aid 
“ Let us admit all you say, and we giiint it is 
deplorable, but has it ever been any better ? Take 
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the first age, the Apostohc Age, was the Chnst- 
consciousness raore widely diffused then than now ? 
Was the Church at large more definitely Christian 
than to-day ? ” We have only to throw ourselves 
back to that time and recall what the New Testa- 
ment and tradition reveal to realize how different 
it was The Church then preached but one great 
subject, " Jesus and the Resurrection," nothing 
else was needed In that short statement the whole 
Gospel was revealed Here was One crucified under 
a Roman Governor who was proclaimed as the 
Saviour of the World, the proclamation guaranteed 
by His Resurrection from the dead This was the 
head and front of the teaching. And it was because 
of this the Church was persecuted Drop Christ 
and all was well No one would find serious fault 
with you for-beheving that God was One rather 
than many, a Providence rather than a Fate , but 
to say that the Prophet of Nazareth was God was 
monstrous and dangerous too, because it implied 
a sect that condemned all other religions When a 
man then became a Christian Christ fiUed his whole 
religious horizon and imposed upon him the most seri- 
ous responsibihties He might have to give up his home 
because of Christ He might have to go to prison 
because of Christ. He might be called on to die 
because of Christ He would be obhged to give up 
heathen festivals because of Christ He would be 
compelled to consort with humble and ignorant 
people because of Christ. Christ affected all the 
details of his hfe, his food, his pleasures, his friends. 
Therefore, Christ was his one thought He could 
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never lose conscioubness of Him. In those days 
detach Christianity from Christ and it vanished ; 
there was nothing left And when a man went to 
the Christian meetings it was always C'hrist that 
was preached Was the priest unfolding the nature 
of the Church, it was the Body of Chiist. Was he 
arguing against sins of impmity ^ It was on the 
ground that they wcie members of Chiist. Was he 
speaking of the greatness of their inhcntancc That 
sprang from the fact that Christ dwelt within them. 
Was ho absolving sin ? It was ui the name and 
authority of Christ \\’as he excommunicating a 
sinner ? He delivered him to Satan m the name 
of Christ. Was he communicating ^ The I roken 
bread and the cup of the Covenant wcic the Veils 
of Christ's Presence So Chiist piaycd to, confessed, 
praised and worshipped was bj’- His Spiiit the 
source of the extraordmaiy eneigy and enthusiasm 
of the Church. 

Can we say that there is anything like that to-day 
in Western Christendom ^ Shouhi we not, on the 
contrary he obliged to confess with Pn »f ess< »r Seeley — 
" Certainly the duect love of ('luist as it was felt 
by His first followers is a rare thing among modem 
Christians. His character has been so much 
obscured by scholasticism as to ha\e lost in a 
measure its attractive power The prevalent feeling 
towards Him now among religious men is an awful 
fear of His supernatural Greatness and a disposition 
to obey His commands arising paitly fiom dread 
of future punishment and hope of lowaid and puitly 
from a nobler feehng of loyalty which, however, is 
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inspired rather by His office than His Person. . . 
That IS wanting for the most part which Christ held 
to be aU in all, spontaneous warmth, free and 
generous devotion " And then he adds, “ That the 
fruits of a Christianity so hollow should be poor 
and sickly is not surprising ” 

Now what, may we ask, is the cause of this 
apathy and cold indifference to Christ, in a country 
where almost everyone would feel injured if he was 
told he was not a Christian ^ 

I The lack of senousness Religious thought- 
fulness IS essential for any movement that would 
bring us back what we have lost 

" To the leaders of the Tractarians, religion,” 
writes Dean Church, ” really meant the most awful 
and most seriously personal thing on earth.” That 
was why Dr. Newman’s Sermons had such a 
powerful effect The first sermon, ” Hohness 
necessary for future blessedness,” was typical of 
the rest And coming from one to whom rehgion 
was “ the most awful and personal thing on earth,” 
they appealed to the conscience with amazing 
directness and force. But the religious attitude 
to-day IS different It is characterized by impatience 
and lightness, a hghtness that dreads mtimacy with 
God. An intelligent man occupying an important 
position was asked why he did not come to Church, 
and rephed, “ God is too personal with you ” He 
preferred to think of Him in the abstract as a 
hving, moving Force inspiring aU things He did 
not wish to know how He dreaded the nearness 
of God. God is infinite m Majesty, awful in Holiness, 



68 THE GREAT REALITY 

terrible m Power, and intimacy with One so great 
and mysterious can only be tlumght t>f by those 
who feel the mystery of life and w'ulk meekly and 
humbly before God The chatter of magazines and 
newspapers shrivels up before the Presence of One 
Who IS a consuming fire 

II. There ts liUlc or no iJioughi of the Future. 
With the loss of the old ideas of heaven and hell 
everything after death has been lost So the idea 
of fitness for neiv conditions is of no importance, 
since no one knows what the conditions are Hence 
the idea of being saved from eternal loss by Chiist 
and of being a learner in Christ’s school, under His 
owm personal guidance that we ma 3 '' be able to 
grapple with an entirety nmcl situatnm, has no 
place The direction, " Ye shall become pcifect 
as Our Father in Heaven is perfect/'* is only con- 
sidered to applj' to the few who are spiritually 
ambitious Slost mcn’.s ambitions do not reach 
beyond this world, they have no care to excel in 
the next Having leached their positi<»n in this 
world through friends, thej' hi)pc this ma}^ be the 
case in the Great Future, and tlu*y come to clmrcli, 
not that they may Icain something of the Mj’stcry 
of their being and destiny, but th.it if Christianity 
should after all be true, thej maj' bo safe. Life 
IS admittedly risky ; no one can tell w hen it may 
end It IS well, therefore, to be on the safe side, 
and the Church, especially the Roman liranch of it, 
defimtety oilers safety. If, as Homy IV said, Ihiris 
was worth a Mass, surety the next world is. And 
with the shelter the Church provides is found such 



WIDELY IGNORED TO-DAY 69 

intellectual satisfaction as deepens the assurance 
jbhat all will be well Shelter and food provide a 
sufficient motive for keepmg in the old ways. 

Ill Lack of tnstrucUon about the Person of Chrtst 
and His attitude towards us. Far back in the past 
there is a dim recollection of God’s Friendliness 
At our mother's knee or in Sunday School we 
learned to sing * 

“ There’s a Friend for httle children 
Above the bright blue sky, 

A Fnend who never changes. 

Whose love will never die.” 

But this bright vision soon faded and the Friendship 
never became a reality We were taught to say 
our prayers, go to Church and live a clean and 
honest life ; but the thought of a close and intimate 
friendship sealed at our Baptism never had any 
abiding place in our consciousness At school we 
now and again heard of Christ as a great Hero or 
loving Saviour, but we never knew Him, and the 
need for knowing Him as we might hope to know 
some Umversity teacher, who was a friend of our 
Head Master, was never impressed upon us. Rehgion 
never covered but a few moments of our life 

IV. Ignorance of the Holy Spint. But perhaps 
the most potent cause of this failure to apprehend 
Christ as a Friend, hes in the widespread ignorance 
of the Holy Spint as the Person who makes Him 
known. We have seen that the new fellowship 
which the disciples enjoyed with Chnst, which was 
so real and which completely changed their habits 
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of thinking as well as acting, was due tt> the Holy 
Ghost It IS, of cuui'-c, obvious that c<ircful 
preparation for Confhmatuai c<intaui some 

teaching on the woik of the l^les^ed Spint, but 
unless my experience is mistaken, it is of the Spiiit 
as the Spirit of stiength, \\h<> c<miiinis the good 
desiies and icsolutions oi the candidates It is not 
as the Spirit of Christ, who*-c chief olhee is to make 
Christ plain, as Christ’s chiet ofiice was to make 
the Father plain, and not only to make Him plain, 
but attractive and companionable, tlu* leal Guide 
of our Life The tendeno^'^ is to sepaiatc Ills woik 
from that of Christ, to make it something additumah 
We do theorcticall5* legaid Him as the Teacher of 
the Church, the Guide into <ill the Truth, but as 
He IS seldom associated with our intellectual life, 
our lessons at school, oui studies in tlio University, 
so still less IS He kn<iwn as the One Poison who 
can help us to know G<jd peisonally through C'hiist. 
Though we often repeat, we have foigotten the 
teaching of, the most catholic hymn known to us : 

" Teach us to know the Father. Son, 

And Thee of both to be but one. 

That through the ages all along. 

This may be our endless song — 

Praise to Thy eternal ineiit, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit ” 



CHAPTER V 

THE ENDEAVOUR TO RECOVER ITS 
PRESENCE 

I T appears from what has been said m the previous 
chapter that the Chnst-consciousness as a 
practical working force, manifesting itself in mani- 
fold gifts, as in the first days, has largely disappeared 
from Western Christendom It is, of course, 
enshrined in Liturgies and formularies and active 
in many circles of devout Christians, but remains 
the privilege of the few Some would urge, however, 
that such a sweeping statement ignores one of the 
few facts that give cause for unfeigned thankfulness 
and that is the increase of Celebrations and com- 
mumons made. 

Whilst attendance at Church and Sunday School 
appears to dechne, the appreciation of the Eucharist, 
the Mass or the Lord's Supper, as it is variously 
described, steadily grows and with it, of course, 
the Chnst-consciousness But this welcome fact 
only attests what may be descnbed as an inter- 
mittent consciousness, a consciousness of Chnst’s 
commg, but also of Christ’s leaving , an experience 
limited to the service, attested by the hghting and 
extinction of the candles. He was there but is gone. 
The work of the day with its joys, sorrows and 
anxieties, is done apart from Him. Now and again 
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— quarterly, monthly or weekly— the stml goes out 
to be filled, and then for large numbers it is all 
over, the giace graduallj’ diminishing till the time 
comes again to be renewed Theic is no permanent 
Chiist-consciousness. lhat belongs to the Mystics. 
Now, I do not wish to go over the evidence of the 
New Testament again, with its testimony to the 
perpetual consciou'5ne'>s of Christ’s I’lcsence through 
His Spirit, but lather to raise heu* the (iuoition 
whether the Iluty Communion, which so many 
regard as the opportunity foi abiding in Cluist and 
Christ abiding in them, had not some other 
purpose in view-, including that, of course, but 
not making it dominant 

The Doctiinc of the Re<il PiC'Cnte was iivi dimbt 
the central point of the Tiactaiian te.u'hing It 
testified to something that had byen torgotten 
The Dcistical controvcisics of the eighteenth century 
had questioned c\en the fact ol (iod’s existence, 
and the Chuich, the (>nly organ through which 
Christ could make Him'-cll coipor.itely known, 
was paralysed thiough the pohtu\il selection of 
Bishops llie new' Wesleyan Society was sullcnng 
reaction, and with the Evangelical Section of the 
Church was largely relying on phi.iscs, bits of 
Scripture and hymns which once h.id powci but 
now' failed to bring a sense of rCsihty. Ihosc w'ho 
heard unintelligible shouts of Salvation, of the 
Blood of Chiist and its saving mciits, went biick to 
the Gospels with their w’onderful homely details of 
that extraordmaiiiy Real Life, and felt a difference 
betw'een sermon raptuic and His simple w'ords and 
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deeds ^ It was not that the note of sincerity was 
wanting, but that the fact proclaimed seemed to lack 
substance in its presentation. The Person of Christ 
was being obscured, and mists were hemg generated by 
the heat created in controversial discussion, where 
words were thrown from one side to another. And 
then there came this phrase, which fell with startling 
effect wherever it could find a hearmg, “ The Real 
Presence," as though Christ had vanished, or that 
there had been something unreal, misty and shadowy 
about this, but now it had been mamfested and 
made real Evidently some felt that He Who had 
been once in Palestine was stiH here, on the earth, 
not in the sky, but really, truly, actually in our 
streets and lanes as m the days gone by And this 
reahty was attached to a service, the only one which 
we know that He had Himself mstituted. It was 
expressed m human terms. Body and Blood, for 
Body and Blood were the words used There was, 
then, the old Humanity, but transformed by the 
new life of Him who sat at the right hand of God. 
It IS strange that this revival of an old and Cathohc 
behef should have caused such sensation as it did. 
To some it savoured of superstition and magic, 
a " bringing Christ down " by the words of the 
Priest, to others it seemed a new presentation of 
the Romish doctrine of transubstantiation , but to 
yet others it was as though the Risen Christ had 
again been seen and known on the earth. And to 
them it brought awe, followed by rapture Previous 
experience had been so disappointing — stretching 
^See The Oxford Movement, Dcaa Qnirch, pp 14, 15, 

G 
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out tlicir hands to find the Great Roalitj’, many 
seemed to have grasped a shadtnv ; it is true the 
shadow was more than recollectum, just as an old 
letter or a faded flower is, hut it could not be 
handled , it was so subjective as to make it always 
questionable as to whether it was simply a passing 
feeling stirred by the emotion of the moment, a 
hymn, a sermon, a prayer l^ul now the old words 
of the Institution vsolcmnlv pronounced by the 
Church seemed to guaiantec a real objective 
Presence There was a rcwLition. 'ilie w'ords, 
“ This IS my Body,” brought Him back He w'as 
again saying w'hat He said in the I’jijier Room, 
sajang it of the Bread which kiy on the Altai before 
Him, and how'cwei gieat the ni\steij', the w’ords 
proclaimed a fact, a t«ict indeijcndcnt of the priest 
or the w 01 shippers, but n»tt indt'pendcht of Himself. 
The words were loo intimate for that. Ko one 
could speak of His Body or Blood being piesent 
and yet He Himself be absent 1 hey were admittedly 
strange, but they ccitamly attested Personal 
Presence They w^ere not like the niedu'mes w'hich 
a doctor designs for his patients which carry 
nothing of him beyond his personal authoiity and 
guarantee that if used they will benefit. They were 
not like the relics of a saint, w’hich possess certain 
healing virtues but nothing of the character of the 
holy person to whom they are supposed to Iwlong. 
Body means the corporate expression of Him of 
Whom it is the expression. And Blood, as the 
Bible tells us, is the “ life ” The woids .suggest, 
then, that the whole Christ m the fulne&b of His 



RECOVERING ITS PRESENCE 75 

human vitality is before us, and yet the fact that 
the phrases are separate, not “ this is my Body 
and my Blood," but " This is my Body ” and 
“ This IS my Blood,” suggests that there has been 
that kind of sacrifice which is involved in the 
separation of Body and Blood He is there, but as 
a Sacrificed Saviour Such would seem to be the 
meaning of words admittedly mysterious. But in 
any case, whatever meaning be attached to them, 
it seems plain that the words point to a revelation 
external to ourselves of Jesus Christ, a real Presence 
to be acknowledged as all Divine Presences are 
acknowledged, with awe and adoration 

Now there would seem to be but httle doubt 
even amongst many of those who have cast away 
Cathohc tradition that the Holy Communion means 
this They tKive insisted again and agam, pointing 
to the words of their Confessions, that they acknow- 
ledge as heartily as an Anghcan or Roman the real 
presence of Christ in the Holy Communion, as real 
as though He were again standing m their midst 
as on the night before He died So at Lausanne 
the many minds composing the Conference 
were in agreement as to the Presence. But 
such an open confession is often confused by the 
fact that some persist in supposing that history 
demands a sitting posture, which no one would say 
marks adoration, and that reason claims that there 
can be no necessary connection between the 
Presence and the Gifts through which it is mam- 
fested. 

But, further, the purpose of this umque mam- 
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festation, wliich is more and more widely believed, 
is not clear Beyond the rec<»llection of the Death 
and Sacrifice and the feeding upon it in devout 
contemplation, there is no clear universiil faith 
So the question arose, gi anted this widespread belief 
in His Presence, for vhat puipose is He there? 
Why come amongst us in this special w-ay ? 
It was not sufficient to say that Holy Communion 
was a family gathering in which all the 
members of the Church aic expeitcd to realize 
their union with one another through Him — 
the “ one Biead ” and the “ one Cup ” testifying 
to a very intimate fellowship — though c\on this 
has been marred by the modern practice of the 
individual cup, happily excluded fmm the custom 
of the Catholic Church But this promotion 
of unity cannot be the main purpo'-e of this strange 
Presence, though certainly mtludt'd Nor dues it 
seem sufficient to say that we go to be stiengthened 
and refreshed, though such help is one of the mam 
benefits. He wffio believes m Christ's abiding 
Presence at all times and in all places, who feels he 
is being earned as a child by his muse tluough aE 
the days, knows this feeding and stiengthemng 
is ceaseless. And by vntue of it he says, 1 can do 
all things m Christ, Who is strengthening (not has 
strengthened) me. Again, the lecollettum of the 
Passion and Death which the servue brings so 
clearly before us is surely not to be reserced for 
occasions of communion. It must ever be before 
the Christian mind , for he is dead with Christ, and 
at times (and those are not the times of communion) 
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feels he is crucified with Him, as, tom by pain, 
anxiety, misunderstanding or contempt, he knows 
himself to be on the Cross in fellowship with 
Christ’s sufferings. No, it does not satisfy the mind 
to be told that the manifestation of the Real 
Presence in Holy Communion is made chiefly with 
these objects in view. Nor is it, as the words of 
some seem to imply, chiefly for the purposes of 
adoration that we may have a sensible object before 
our eyes to stimulate our worship, to focus our 
feelings of wonder and awe Being mamfested, 
Christ must be adored , but being the true Son He 
is, whilst accepting worship and Divine worship, 
for He is God, ever leadmg us away from Him- 
self to the Father, and specially in that service. 
In accord with this all the old Liturgies give but 
sparing opportunities for the worship of the Son 
or of the Blessed Spirit, centring aU on the Father. 
This IS important and needs to be stressed, for there 
is a danger lest the worship of the Son, which is His 
nght and prerogative, and which is marked in the 
Heaven of Heavens by great outbursts of joy and 
homage such as “ Worthy is the Lamb that hath been 
slam to receive the power and riches and wisdom 
and might and honour and glory and blessing,” 
should engross the whole worship of man, as prayers 
to the saints have in parts of the Church engrossed 
the whole field of prayer. It is no doubt a reaction 
against the Humamtanamsm widely prevalent, but 
it may defeat its own object m losing the truth of 
the Fatherhood of God in which the Divine Sonship 
is involved. 
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What, then, is the purpose of this amazing con- 
descension of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist ? 
Surely it is sacrifice — of ourselves, yes, and of Him 
— Of ourselves. If we look back to the Gospel 
narratives we cannot help being struck by the 
constant underlying purpose of teaching and 
miracles expressed m the words, “ Follow me." 
Eager as He was to relieve pain, mitigate sorrow 
and make men well. He alw.iys had this m view 
that by it they should be Cviught up into the Divine 
hfe for which they were made , that they should 
recognize the universal law, apart from which man, 
however well he might seem to be, would be lestlcss, 
incapable of loving God with all tlie heart, the mind, 
the soul and the strength, and his neighbour as 
himself, of really sharing the hfe of the Master. 

For this \vas fully and complotclv expressed by 
Him both in Lite and Death F<.»r IIis l)c»ith \vas 
not an incident, but a living part of the whole hfe 
Always from Infancy to Manhood, fiom the eternal 
past to the eternal future. Ho was *' the Lamb slam 
from the foundation of the world." Nothing in 
that last great act w^as in time sa\e the form, 
the Cross, the nails, the speai — all else was eternal, 
stretching on into the present where the Eucharist 
IS daily offered throughout the world, and back 
into the days of the Old Testament dispensation 
when the lamb was sacrificed on the Temple Altar 

Now man was not as God meant him to bo, 
unless he was m that path It ivas useless to 
admire Christ’s sermons, to thank Him for liis love 
in heahng, to come after Him with this or that 
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request unless the disciple was prepared for sacrifice 
What that would entail He would tell them, for it 
would vary with each hfe, but sacrifice of some 
kind for God and man was essential Now, that 
being the mind of Jesus, when He was instituting 
a world-wide Service He would be sure to have it 
m view before Him So, m this Service, where we 
have the manifestation of the Great Reality, the 
intention is clearly marked " This is My Body which 
is being given on your behalf , this do in remem- 
brance of Me ” And that “ doing ” was what He 
was then doing, as He stood in their midst, breaking 
His hfe, pouring out His Blood for mankind This, 
then, is part of the great purpose, the highest in 
human life, as we all recognize, for which He comes, 
to kindle within man the flame of sacrifice which 
rises from the best part of him 

And, in the Garden secretly. 

And on the Cross on high, 

Should teach His brethren, and mspire 
To suffer and to die 

And so at every commumon His children gather, 
not only to learn the meaning of hfe but to use it 
well 

Each has his own difficulties m relation to either 
household, work, or family — ^husbands alienated, 
sons out of hand, daughters independent, fathers 
unreasonable, mothers frivolous and giddy, and 
then, as they come to the Eucharist, they see Him 
standing in the midst of a much larger and more 
difficult family than that which they know, offering 
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up to the Father all their cares, sorrows, pam^. and 
troubles in the greatne^s of iixs one sacniice, and 
they are inspired to follow Him, to do the same, 
"We here offer up ourselves, our stiuls and bodies — 
to be a reasonable, holy and living sacrifice," to do 
what He did. That is what we say But for this 
we need a strength not our own, st» we pre^s foiwaid, 
to eat of His saciificed Body and to dunk t>{ His 
sacrificud Blood, that we may be saturated m 
sacrifice and be caught up in that great stieam of 
sacrifice which He presents to the Father The 
Great Reahty of Palestine thus becomes the Great 
Reality of the w'orld, manifesting His Presence and 
purpose on thousands of altars, and m thtarsands 
of human hearts He is present, as Father Benson 
wrote, as our Food and as our Oblation — ^liiit His 
personal action is that of a Pi i eat towards God. 

We see, then, the purpose of the m<inifested 
Presence in the Eucharist, it is not a reminder of 
the indwelling Presence, but a call, as it wore, of 
the Christ without to the Christ within. For the 
time W’e forget all our jjcrMjnal commumngs with 
Him in secret, w’hethei in pxaj'ci, meditation or 
ejaculation, and join Him in His gicat corpoiatc 
act of redeeming love Wc know’ that though in 
principle the whole w’orld is redeemed, j’Ct in fact 
a large part is stiU ignorant of it , that though, in 
a sense, the fetters aie broken and the slaves are 
freed, yet immense masses of people know nothing 
of it ; whilst of those who do, crowds are indiifercnt 
We know that He being wdiat He is, the great High 
Priest of Humamty still touched with the feeling 
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of human infirmities, must be heavily burdened 
and bowed down beneath the weight of the world’s 
troubles and sms, and so we go out to Him, not 
thinking so much of what He bore on Good Friday, 
but what He bears now, not weeping because of 
the isolation and shame of the Cross on Calvary 
twenty centuries ago, but because of the dulness and 
apathy of the larger part of the world to-day, of 
man’s indifference to His Sacrifice, just as though 
it had never happened, or were only a painful 
incident in a great man’s hfe 

As Mr. Studdert Kennedy writes 

*' When Jesus came to Golgotha they hanged Him on a 
tree. 

They drave great nails through hands and feet and 
made a Calvary, 

They crowned Hun with a crown of thorns, red were 
His wounds and deep. 

For those were crude and cruel days and human flesh 
was cheap 

" When Jesus came to Birmmgham they simply passed 
Hun by ; 

They never hurt a hair of Him, they only let Him die ; 

For men had grown more tender and they would not 
gi\e Him pam, 

They only just passed down the street and left Him 
m the rain.” 

Yes, “ left Him in the ram,” to be wet through 
with the storm that the dark clouds of judgment 
generate It is this that presses on the faithful 
communicant as he goes forward to take part in 
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our Lord's great sacrificial action within the Holy 
of Holies It IS to pledge himself to do what he can 
to help forward the ceaseless effort our Lord is 
making to ensure redemption to all mankind It 
may be said that in laying such stress on our 
fellowship with Him in His great offering and so 
httle on our dwelling in Him and Ho in us, we 
are forgetting words so well known amongst us, 
in which just before communicating we pi ay, that we 
may so “ eat the Flesh of Thy dear Son Jesus Christ 
and drink His Blood, that our sinful bodies may be 
made clean by His Body, and our souls washed 
through His most precious Blood, and that we 
may evermoie dwell in Him and He m us ” 

But in these woids, we aie asking not simply for 
His indwelling but for such an identification with 
Christ as may mean leal spiritual opeiiess so that 
all the bodily outwaid side of our lives may be made 
active, living and unselfish by His Body, i e that 
our hands may be as sensitive in he^ilmg power as 
His Hands, that our feet may be as swift in works 
of mercy as His Feet, our ej’cs as quick to see human 
need as His, that the whole instrument of our 
physical activity may be as fiesh and vigorttus as 
His Who went about perpetually doing good , and 
“ that our souls may be washed through His 
most precious Blood,” i.e. that our wills and 
emotions may be purified by the pow'er of His 
unselfish life, that we may think and will as He 
did. It IS in the light of these prayers that we 
ask that He may dwell in us and wc in Him. For 
that IS what indvcelling means. Ihis docs not. 
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then, point to periodic and occasional indweUing, 
such as Faber sings of in his post-Euchanstic Hymn : 

" Ah, when wilt Thou always 
Make our hearts Thy home ? 

We must wait for Heaven 
Then the day wiH come,” 

Such a prayer denies the fact, difficult indeed to 
beheve, but bound up in the truth of the Incarnation 
and our Baptism, that Christ has already made our 
hearts His Home, that as He did not “ abhor the 
Virgin’s womb,” so He does not disdain the ordinary 
human heart, and by such indwelling Presence to 
make us His brothers and sisters as well as His 
Temples. 

If we beheve this it wiU appear that the mam- 
festation of Christ’s Real Presence in the Eucharist 
is not primarily with a view to dwelling in us for 
the salvation of our souls, but of making us more 
and more completely one with Him in His desires 
for the world. He is already in us with a view to 
effecting the improvement of our characters, but 
here He calls upon us to be with Him in His great 
purposes for the world There is no confusion as 
though we might substitute our personal commumon 
with Him for our own needs in place of our com- 
mumon with Him for the needs of the world We 
make our private prayer and meditation that He 
may dwell with us to change our natures , our 
Eucharist that we may dwell with Him to change 
the world So He comes not for our self- 
satisfaction and comfort, but to uplift us onto 
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the heavenly places where self is lost. But 
though that is the purpose of the Eucharist it 
necessarily emphasizes the reality of the Indwelling 
Presence If we take the view of the Bishop of 
Manchester that the Body which is offered and 
broken is the Chuich, we seem to see the communi- 
cants, not as empty shiines waiting to be filled, but 
rather as hving expiessions of Christ waiting to be 
used, and bonded into one ehcctive wduile, one 
Body, that they ma}’- become the ministers of His 
sacrifice, the channels of Ills redeeming love. But 
in what w’e have said only part of If is primary 
purpose IS disclosed The Holy Communion is 
mainly what the Passover was — .i saciiiice of praise 
and thanksgiving for redemption, the one lor the re- 
demption <jf Isiaeljthc other for theredemjitionof the 
world As the Isiaeiitcs looked back' to that great 
act of God by which the nation became free — free 
for ever from the ciuel bondage of Egypt, so the 
Christian looks back to that great act of 
Chnst by which the world bcc<ime fiee Evciy 
Eucharist is for the Christian what national birth- 
days are to those countnes tlnit ceicbiatc them, 
a time of rejoicing, specially apjuopuato on the 
Lord’s Day when Cal\*ary is seen m the 
light of the Rcsunection Now the true 
Israelite knew that though he could say that 
since God’s deliverance at the Red Sea, " we 
were never m bondage to any man,” yet both 
Asssnna and Babylonia spoke <;f such bondage. 
He would always say such periods were but 
temporary and due to want of fuith in God The 
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remembrance of bondage never dimmed bis Passover 
praises So we, in our Eucharists, reabze the 
present bondage — social, intellectual and spiritual — 
but we know that m spite of it we are free men 
Chnst has freed us, and if Christ makes us free, we 
are free indeed And so the Eucharist has more 
than any other service been the new pledge of 
freedom. Statesmen, reformers, social leaders, 
humble men and women with plans for the better- 
ment of children, uplifting of womanhood, purifying 
of manhood have brought their endeavours to the 
great High Priest of Humanity, that He imght hft 
them up to the Father in union with His great act 
on Calvary ; that as He won freedom for the 
world, so their efforts may secure freedom for those 
for whom they work They are always presented 
with thanksgiving ; no doubt, no misgivmg, no 
question of shortness of means, nor of poverty of 
resources is allowed to haimt their minds. They 
see now in the hght of the Resurrection the triumph 
of Calvary 

More might be said of that aspect on which so 
much stress is laid, on the Eucharist as the perpetual 
memorial before God of that sacrifice which was a 
perfect satisfaction for the sms of the whole world, 
that aspect on which the writer of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews lays so much stress. But we have 
confined our attention to three sides of Eucharistic 
truth which might make more real for us the 
Presence of Chnst The more we stress the Reality, 
the more often shall we be asked, “ Why comes 
He ? He Who is already in us, already with us, 
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where two or three are gathered together, why 
comes He ? If, as we have tried to show. He 
manifests Himself that He may draw us into the 
sweep of His sacrifice, that we may be real disciples, 
giving ourselves to the Father for making good the 
redemption of the world, if He comes to remind 
us in a world where effort so often ends in dis- 
appointment, where wrong appears to triumph, 
where majorities seem to win and minorities to 
suffer defeat, where sacrifice appears to be made in 
vam, to remind us by His glorious self-sacrifice, im- 
printed on the eyes of faith, and by the manifestation 
of His Risen Form made real through His Body 
and His Blood, that Calvary with its single naked, 
suffering Figure triumphs over the world, then we 
feel that the Real Presence is indeed justified as 
the restoration to our minds of a Reahty which 
none can disturb, the Reahty of an ever-conquering 
and triumphant love 



CHAPTER VI 

THE HOPE OF THE TABERNACLE 

T he result of the increased acceptance of the 
restored Doctrine of the Real Presence was 
seen in the widespread endeavour to make the 
churches more worthy of it. Restoration of old 
buildings, renewal of altars and sanctuaries, care 
for altar cloths and hnen, adoption of vestments, 
wafer bread, introduction of servers, were evidences 
that a forgotten truth had taken possession of the 
Church and nJade itself felt Further, the Fulham 
Round Table Conference shewed there was more 
unammity amongst all parties in the Church as to 
the truth of the Fact of the Presence than had been 
supposed 

But this was not the only effect Faith in the 
Presence of Christ necessarily led to increased study 
and devotion to Him Men like Dr Pusey and 
Carter of Clewer, who were prominent in teachmg 
the doctrine of Christ’s sacramental Presence, gave 
much attention to the thought of His spiritual 
Presence There was no danger at that time 
amongst the Tractanan leaders that Christ’s per- 
petual Presence should be dimmed by the emphasis 
laid on His Presence in the Eucharist Many of 
them had been brought up in the Evangehcal faith. 



88 THE GREAT REALITY 

and they developed rather than diminished that sense 
of nearness to Christ, which such faith encouraged 
And the sermons that were written and the books 
that were pubhshed in defence of the principles 
they held were not only characterized by the best 
scholarship and knowledge of their time, but by 
what might be called a passionate devotion to 
Christ, lacking so often in the cold, intellectual 
treatises of our own time Sermons like those of 
Newman and Pusey and Liddon’s Bampton Lectures 
excite surpnse when read to-day, that they exercised 
such power and influence over some of the best 
nunds of their time. But they were written out 
of a hving, personal experience of the Christ they 
preached It was this that told They knew Him 
Whom they preached and taught. 

But whilst this double witness of preaching and 
care for outward reverence w’as being made clear 
to the religious world, there had spiung up in the 
world of letters a cry for reality as passionate as 
the cry for Christ Carlyle in England and Emerson 
in Amenca were each in their own way denouncing 
the damnation of insincerity and extolling the 
salvation of truth. They roused the Anglo-Saxon 
conscience and influenced both the art and literature 
of their own times as well as its religion Men* 
wished to know what the real truth about God and 
Christ was Elhcott m his Hulsean Lectures, Eder- 
sheim and Farrar m their Lives of Christ, contributed 
notable answers It is impossible for those of this 
generation to understand the sensation Farrar’s 
“ Life of Christ ” caused. The Christ of the Gospels 
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seemed to have come to hfe agam So, too, Stanley’s 
fascmating volume on “ The Jewish Church,” and 
Conybeare and Howson’s book on the " Life and 
Letters of S Paul ” gave fresh reahty to the Old 
and New Testaments. The Bible became a new 
book its characters hved agam 

But this search for reahty naturally opened the 
floodgates of criticism. Other, but very different, 
books, those of Renan notably, had pictured a 
different Christ, and a different Paul They seemed 
to have the advantage of freedom from tradi- 
tionalism, and therefore to be more true And out 
of aU this questionmg there arose what is now 
called the Modernist School, an unfortunate title, 
for it can claim no unique prerogative to set the 
old truth m a modem way Every smcere Christian 
teacher does bis best to do that And no better 
expression of it has yet appeared than ” Lux Mundi,” 
“ Essays • Catholic and Critical ” and ” Chnstus 
Ventas,” all faithful and successful endeavours 
to express the old truth m language adapted to our 
own age The so-called Modernist School seems, 
however, to take pleasure m ignoring the teaching 
of the past, except for the purpose of calhng 
attention to its errors, and to be chiefly occupied 
in reconstructing a new faith out of such materials 
in the New Testament as criticism leaves, and such 
as are most agreeable to the particular doctrines the 
modem mmd will appreciate. Their teaching, 
widely circulated by the press, not only demes the 
facts of the Virgm Birth, the Resurrection and the 
Ascension, but encourages a behef that the Christ 
H 



go THE GREAT REALITY 

was only a kind of superman, more filled witli God 
than any known person, but with a relation to men 
resembhng that of a departed Hero, rather than 
that of an Indwelling God 

Now, those to whom Christ was the foundation 
of their hves, and who rejoiced in His perpetual 
commumcation of Himself at the altar, found it 
more and more difficult to persuade the poor of the 
truth of the Living Christ, which they preached. 
It was not only that in spite of constant celebrations 
their people refused to beheve in Christ’s Presence 
on the earth, but that in books, plays and pictures, 
they were up agamst another presence, possessed 
of extraordinary vitahty and power, and seemingly 
much more real In the cinema they saw the 
world brilhant, fascinating and alluring Its char- 
acters might have hard times, but if they were 
fairly honest and upnght, they filled remarkably 
fine situations Sometimes it was just one of 
themselves they looked at, poor, obscure and 
friendless at the start, but in the end triumphing. 
And rehgion had nothing to do with it. What was 
to be done ? 

Some of those Priests, to whom the Altar was 
the centre of everything they found of value in 
the life of the Spirit, began to feel a new move must 
be made. The fervour of Sacramental faith had 
abated, and must be revived Only a real Christ 
could overcome a real world Only a real God 
could overcome a real Devil But how could they 
present Him in such a real fashion that none could 
doubt? The power of the pulpit had evaporated. 
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The call to the Euchanst was disregarded The 
interest in Sunday Evensong, the only service their 
people attended in any numbers, had abated They 
preached Christ, they celebrated Christ’s Passion, 
they sang of Christ, but He seemed to be a long way 
off. In some way by the eye as well as the ear 
they must be taught that He was m the Church 

But what way was open ? There was a way well 
known amongst Roman Catholics, the way of 
the Tabernacle Why not adopt it ? It was 
simple, accessible and perpetual Once adopted 
there would always be found within the Church a 
shnne to which they could point infinitely more 
sacred than Bethlehem or Nazareth, for whilst they 
but told of a Presence past and gone, this told of 
a Presence here and now. They could say defimtely 
“ If you want God you will find Him in the 
Tabernacle 

Of course, people must be taught about it. 
Reservation •without devotion would be useless, 
except for ministry to the sick. But mimstry to 
the sick was not the urgent need , what was 
specially wanted was mmistry to the whole and 
well. What, then, could be more helpful m a 
world where the Presence of Christ was ignored 
4 ;han to have Him so exhibited m the Tabernacle 
that none could doubt His Presence So the 
procession of “ the Christ ” from the side chapel, 
amidst h5rmns and prayers of adoration, to the 
High Altar was felt to be a real satisfaction of a 
real need Ail present would say, “ Christ is 
here of very truth ” Then the Churches would 
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again be frequented and timid souls encouraged 
And amidst the dull, dirty and degrading surround- 
mgs of a slum parish, the Presence of Christ would 
be focussed. It would be like the gleam of a 
diamond in a dark mine. Both Treasure and Life 
were there, nay, God Himself was there, let all who 
enter tremble before His Presence Such with 
earnest men, was the claim of “ Devotions ” and 
“ Benediction ” 

It was a strong, urgent and apparently perfectly 
reasonable claim. The need was clamant. Great 
Britain was drifting into Pagamsm The churches, 
with aU their beauty, romance and inspiring services, 
were being neglected, and Christ, Whose Presence 
alone could satisfy, was here made evident as an 
ever-present King He was there always, just as 
He said He would be *' The fire should never go 
out,” that was the old law for the Jewish Church * 
" the fire shall never go out,” that was the new law 
for the Christian Church 

It was logical — ^Christ once in the Sacrament, 
always there It was effective — Evensong with 
“ devotions” had a new, compelling interest It met 
the need, for an absent Christ was manifested to 
eye as well as mind This demand many were 
ready to satisfy, and then came the smashing blow» 
In the new Prayer Book, affirmed by the Bishops, 
reaffirmed by the Convocation of both Provinces 
and finally ratified by the Assembly of the whole 
Church, this new departure which, according to 
those who made it, had been so helpful and had 
such promise, was forbidden The Church of 
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England forbade it, nothing less than that And 
this in spite of efforts made m high quarters that 
it might at least be allowed, that some compromise 
might be found by which a service so harmless and 
apparently so effective might have an opportumly 
of life in some places. The order to that party in the 
Church which had practised it and which was eager 
for its widespread increase, was more than dis- 
concerting It was an order to desist, to give up 
something that had been found helpful by men who 
were in the forefront of the battle It was not 
merely a fresh refusal to get into hne with the great 
Western Church and so pave the way for Union, 
but an unwilhngness to sanction an earnest attempt 
to meet the spiritual difficulty of our time by 
presenting an ever-real Christ to an ever-real world 
It seemed to say to the Anglo-Cathohc party, 
“ Thus far and no farther,” ” thus far ” being the 
hmit of what their fathers had struggled for 

Now for such a denial of a much-esteemed 
privilege already made use of in many churches 
with permission of Bishops there must he strong 
reasons. What considerations, then, have prevented 
many who hold high sacramental doctrine from 
following this new direction, from shewing their 
sympathy with men eager for the evangehzation of 
their country. 

I. Its novelty Five hundred years in the life 
of a Church whose age is nearly two thousand pro- 
vides no such degree of antiquity as the Church 
has always recognized to be necessary for a new 
departure in Cathohc practice , a departure which 
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affected the use of solemn mysteries, ordained by 
Christ Himself Further, those leaders, who gave 
their all for the truth of the Real Presence, have 
shewn no desire for this departure, which would 
have been a perpetual witness to It It is significant 
that Keble, in his book on Eucharistic Adoration, 
should have neglected such a clear illustration of his 
arguments as Benediction afforded, if he had thought 
it right to teach it , and both Dr Pusey and Father 
Benson write definitely against it The former says, 
“ There is absolutely no authority in the early Church 
for Reservation except for the sick, nor for placing 
the Blessed Sacrament in a monstrance, or raising 
It still less for blessing the people This last seems 
to me a most unjustifiable use of the Presence which 
He vouchsafes us ” Father Benson is still clearer, 
“ However natural it may be to desirC to have the 
Reserved Sacrament, the desire for it does and 
must stand in the way of profiting by the Presence 
of the Comforter Christ is no nearer to us because 
of that Sacramental Presence He cannot be nearer, 
for we are one with Him and He with us, and the 
Throne of God is nearer to us than any monstrance 
can make it." 

II. Its uncathoheity . It is not universal It 
does not agree with the old canon — " Quod semper, 
quod ubique, quod ab omnibus." The Eastern 
Church knows nothing of it 

III Its Sptritual Ineffectiveness, The testimony 
of Anghcan priests who have used it and found it 
helpful to their people has its own proper weight, 
but its importance is greatly dimimshed by what 
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we observe of the results of its practice in that 
Church where it has had long continuance For 
over three hundred years it has been taught and 
practised by Rome, and we should naturally expect 
to find in France, Spam and Italy such fruits 
as those who have practised it amongst ourselves 
claim to have found. There would be a realization 
and love of Christ, such as we are now desiring so 
earnestly to find amongst ourselves. We should 
naturally expect to find a belief in and devotion 
to Him that is lacking m countries where this 
custom is unknown In the course of years that 
Presence set up amongst men would inspire them 
with such a sense of His being amongst them that 
it could never be forgotten. But is this so ? 
Nothing is more appaUmg in the records of the 
French Church than the contrast between two 
processions, which took place within six years of 
one another, some two hundred years after the 
Reserved Sacrament had a recognized place in every 
Church in France One was that of the Blessed 
Sacrament carried through the streets of Versailles, 
in the presence of the King, Queen, Bishops, nobles 
and members of the National Convention to the 
Cathedral of S Louis, each man carrying a taper 
m his hand , the other a few years later of the 
Goddess of Liberty, preceded by two bands of 
white-robed maidens marching down the aisle of 
Notre-Dame m the same city, ascending the altar, 
where hymns were sung to her, and speeches made 
in her honour. This climax to an anti-Chnstian 
movement had the sympathy of some Bishops and 
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Pnests, and was agreed to by whole Communes, 
who renounced their Christianity It is a terrible 
commentary on the spiritual value of a sacramental 
endeavour to make Christ present to an unwilhng 
and Ignorant people. 

Or, agam, if we look to another country where 
Roman Cathohc practices are most highly esteemed 
and diligently observed, there may be seen con- 
stantly on the day when the Church celebrates 
Christ’s Resurrection, the most brutal and revolting 
sight that can shock the eyes of Christians There, 
m large open spaces, surrounded by churches 
that, m the service of Benediction, expose to the 
eyes of the faithful the ever-merciful and gentle 
Christ, are to be seen throughout the country the 
bull fights, regarded as the national sport of the 
country. Agamst this the Church raises no protest. 

IV Its Ltturgical trregulaniy It is question- 
able whether this devotion can be a true development 
of the prmciple of Liturgical worship That as 
IS well known, makes the Father the object of 
adoration, the eternal Son ever leading His people 
along that new and living way He has provided 
in the power of the Spirit. Our own offices, whether 
daily or occasional, always observe that principle 
The Son is never the exclusive object of worship 
Prayer is, of course, made to Him constantly (almost 
the whole Litany is addressed to Him), and worship 
abundantly expressed, but He is always recognized 
as the Way to the Father, as the Eternal Son 
presenting His Family before the Most High This is 
the teaching of Scripture. In the Apocalypse the 
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Father is seated on the Throne, the Elders being 
prostrate before Him, but the Son is seen as a 
Lamb standing in the midst of the Throne and the 
four hving creatures and the elders, as though one 
with them Can it then be nght to place the Blessed 
Son, Whose life, teaching. Death and Resurrection 
had ever in mind the glory of the Father — ^the last 
prayer of Intercession which S John records illus- 
trates this with great clearness — ^in a position where 
He IS exclusively the centre of adoration, where 
there is no thought of the Father expressed or 
designed. Such a departure from Cathohc truth 
and proportion needs a larger and fuller justification 
than it has yet obtained 

V. Us matertahsm Lastly, there is a danger m 
the tendency to make the outward, even the Blessed 
Sacrament, the ob] ect of adoration It is the Invisible 
Person of Christ, Who has taken to Himself for His 
own purposes the elements of bread and wine that 
they may be the vehicles of His most precious Body 
and Blood that we adore, not the outward veil, and 
we pray to be hfted up by Him mto the Heavenly 
places where He presents His eternal sacrifice 
The law of the second Commandment that we are 
to be content with an invisible God has never been 
repealed, and the attempt to put it aside even 
for the sake of finding the Christ brings its own 
nemesis. Inevitably it substitutes the outward for 
the inward presence of Christ “ I want Christ 
and I go to the Chapel where He is to find 
Him,” so the Anglo-Cathohc may say, instead of 
turning within to the Temple of his ovm body 
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where Chnst dwells ; " I go -where the light shews 
Him to he present,” instead of where the indwelling 
spirit IS seeking to make Him known Admittedly 
the Chapel of the Sacrament presents the easier 
way, and rids us of subjective questioning as to 
whether the Chnst within is not the creation of our 
own fancies and imaginations, but like most easy 
ways and short cuts it fails in ultimate leahsation 
Penods between our comings and goings may not 
be so radiant as the times within the Chapel Yet 
it is ]ust at those times when we are assailed by 
temptation, struggle and doubt, that we most need 
to know He is with us 

The Church of England then has done rightly 
and it IS well to know that it was not pushed to 
this determination by any Piotestant cry It had 
to face two facts, the needs of the «ick and the 
needs of the whole. There was no question about 
meeting those of the first, sanctioned as Reservation 
is by antiqmty and well nigh universal custom ; 
but the needs of the second could not be per- 
manently met by the new way suggested It was 
not only comparatively new and uncatholic, but 
it ran counter to those deepest needs which can 
only be satisfied by the Spirit of God When 
writers point to the perpetual presence of the 
Shekinah m the Jewish Temple which testified 
outwardly to the presence of God, or to the reserva- 
tion of the manna in the ark, they are forgetting 
what the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews tells 
us when he is considering the teaching of the temple 
and its divine ofiSces, that, important as they were 
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and duly acknowledged by God in mysterious ways, 
they could not make the conscience of the wor- 
shipper perfect and only held till the period of the 
new order. They pointed not to visible but to 
spiritual counterparts. 

There would seem therefore to be no doubt that 
sympathetic as the Church of England must always 
be towards those who are foremost in the battle 
against unbehef , matenahsm and sin, she was right 
m not only withholding her sanction but forbidding 
this new and attractive way of restoring Christ- 
consciousness to her people 

It IS to be hoped that when their first great dis- 
appointment is over, those who have sought by 
thas means to bring Christ near to the people may 
be led to emphasize that greater and more effective 
nearness of Christ within the soul, which some of 
the greatest of the teachers in the Church feared 
would be endangered by devotions to the Sacrament 
within the Tabernacle. 





CHAPTER VII 

REMEMBER WHENCE THOU ART FALLEN 

I F the reasoning of the last chapter is sound, it 
imposes on the Church a great responsibihty. 
If the high endeavour to make Christ’s presence m 
the world more real by the use of Devotions is 
forbidden, the Church must show much clearer 
evidence than she does to-day that the Presence 
within the individual is so real that there is no 
necessity for that practice. It is useless to prohibit 
the latter unless we can point by abundant illustra- 
tions to a better way There is no question of the 
need. The failure to recognize Christ as a Person 
moving m and about His Church is widespread We 
acknowledge Him m word but ignore His works of 
salvation Like Voltaire in his attitude towards God, 
“we do homage but are silent.” The Church praises 
Him m canticles and hymns but her members for the 
most part have no confession to make of His saving 
-power, His personal love. His daily mercies. There 
is no dear, sharp, well-dej&ned wntness to His grace 
save from a comparative few amongst the large 
number of those who profess and call themselves 
Christians. But how can such a change which 
depends on the individual Christian be brought 
about ? As we read oiu New Testaments we find 
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in the Church at Ephesus, some thirty to fifty years 
after S Paul's death, a state of things very similar 
to that which we see to-day m our Anghcan Church 
hfe The Church at Ephesus, hke our own, had 
leaders of great distinction. It had rejoiced in noble 
traditions and wonderful pnvileges It had been 
for three years the scene of S Paul’s labours, of 
the captivating and convincing eloquence of ApoUos, 
of the persistent labours of Aqinla and Priscilla — 
Tychicus the beloved and faithful had been mimster 
there — ^Timothy was its chief pastor This re- 
markable past naturally filled the Church with 
pride and zeal All false teaching she abhorred. 
Those who pretended to come to her with apostolical 
authority were found to be false and were pro- 
claimed as such Against those, too, who boldly 
asserted that as long as their faith was right it was 
of httle consequence what their morals might be 
she showed the strongest indignation But besides 
her zeal for truth and morals she showed great 
efficiency and orgamzmg ability Her toil and 
patient industry were well known Doubtless such 
a Church stood high amongst her neighbours. 
Though situated in a large heathen population, 
degraded and immoral, and superstitiously devoted 
to the great Temple of Diana, she had never 
betrayed her trust. Yet something was lacking, 
and He Who alone knows what a Church ought to 
be. Who walks to and fro m the midst of the seven 
candlesticks noting everything that is going on, 
saw m her body corporate a disease so grave and 
senous that unless it were checked she would die. 
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This was the chiU coldness which m the physical 
body indicates that something is grievously amiss 
and m the Church that death is not far ofi “ I 
have this against thee," Christ says, " that thou 
didst leave thy first love." (1 e Thou no longer lovest 
Me as thou didst once, and no activity, whether in 
faith or morals, can compensate for that ) “ Remem- 
ber therefore from whence thou art fallen and repent 
and do the first works, or else I come to thee 
and will move thy candlestick out of its place, 
except thou repent " 

Now what can be done to check this wasting 
away due to activity without love ^ 

There are three things to be done (i) Remember 
the height from whence thou art fallen. (2) Repent. 
(3) Do the first works 

To the Ephesians such reasomng would come 
home with greater force than to us For before 
they knew Christ they had been, as S Paul reimnded 
them in his letter (ii, 1—4), in a low and degraded 
condition, walking accor^ng to the ways of the 
world, dominated by the prince of the powers of 
the air, governed by the inchnation of their lower 
natures, indulging freely their appetites and desires, 
children of passionate impulse But God, being 
rich in mercy, moved by the intensity of His love, 
not only brought them into union with Christ, but 
enthroned them with Him in the heavenly realms, 
as being m Jesus The reahty of all this they 
knew perfectly well It was not simply a change of 
mind but one of condition, not that they now 
thought differently, but that they were m a different 


I 
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position. In the Church they were not only being 
brought into contact with men and women of 
beautiful character and high and lofty aims, but 
were now the intimate friends of Jesus Chnst, 
the Exalted One, high and hfted up. Who filled the 
Umverse with His Presence Instead of being 
dominated by the spirit of darkness they were 
possessed by the Spirit of Chnst. Instead of being 
haunted by fears of coming judgment they were 
gladdened by the message of reconciliation The 
spmtual world which they had dreaded was now 
discovered to be a real home, where, instead of 
toihng as slaves, they sat enthroned as kings. All 
this sprang out of the simple fact that they were 
“ in Christ ” And it is on this ground that S Paul 
urges them to be so particular about their duties. 
As a head master of some celebrated school urges 
the boys whenever they are tempted to be slack 
or to play a low part to remember the honour of the 
school, so S Paul urges these Christian disciples to 
remember the honour of Chnst with whom they are 
so closely associated “ Be subject to one another 
out of reverence for Chnst You wives submit to 
your husbands as though Chnst were your husband. 
You husbands love your wives as Chnst loved the 
Church Children obey your parents in Christ, 
Servants obey your master with singleness of heart, 
as though you were serving Chnst," and so with all 
the relations of hfe The two words “ in Chnst ’’ 
control them all. " As a friend of Christ I ask you 
to do this. As a disciple of Christ you will surely 
do that. Indwelt by Christ you cannot do that 
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And let us remember that for the Ephesians Christ 
was far nearer m time than Dr Arnold is to a Rugby 
boy now or Gordon to the boys of his Home, and not 
only nearer in time but nearer in fellowship, a very 
close neighbour, a very intimate friend To tell 
an Ephesian Christian that he had allowed his 
early affection for Christ to be chilled, and had 
forgotten the magnificent position to which Christ 
had raised him, was to speak to him of what he 
perfectly understood. 

But to-day it is different We have long passed 
out of heathemsm into Christianity The great 
position of which we have been speaking has been 
ours since our baptism as infants There has never 
been any romance about it nor warm feehng. We 
have not even that sense of digmty which the son 
of a royal house or a peer’s younger son feels 
Membership m the body of Christ counts far less 
than to be a member of the Athenseum or of an 
ancient Masonic lodge Being so cheap and umversal 
it does not matter. There is scarcely any conception 
of it as a position of importance apart from theo- 
logical circles where hot disputation may arise, not 
as to the greatness of the position, but as to when and 
how people enter into it These reflections, 
which no one will say are unreal, only confirm what 
has been said, namely, how far the whole Western 
Church has drifted in lack of appreciation of the 
position that Christ once held in the Church Con- 
sequently we give our moral instructions not on 
Chnstian but almost entirely on utihtarian grounds. 
Drunkenness may lead to an impaired digestion. 
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impurity to insanity Parents should behave con- 
siderately to one another because of the children 
Children should remember what their parents have 
done for them. Dependents should be honest and 
industrious, otherwise they would have no testi- 
monials or certificates. Our whole point of view has 
altered and our motives have consequently changed, 
and therefore to ask people to do what they can to 
recover a position which they have never appreciated 
seems hopeless In some way or other that position 
once so greatly treasured, that Friendship once so 
deeply reverenced, must be made clear The 
difficulty IS to know where to begin with those to 
whom God is more real than Christ. 

We can at least say this Though, to most minds. 
He is so vague and shadowy in His present relations 
with men, there is a keen desire t-o know what 
He was when upon the earth Glover’s “ Jesus 
of History,” Paterson Smyth’s “ Life of Christ,” 
have had as wide a popularity as their fuller and 
more scholarly predecessors, Farrar’s “ Life of 
Christ ” and Dr Edersheim’s “ Jesus of the Gospels.” 
The interest in His earthly hfe has not faded, but 
it IS doubtful whether its sigmficance, as expressed 
m the New Testament, has found any wider apprecia- 
tion. His Death, from the subjective point ot 
view, commands wide reverence, but the recon- 
cihation effected by it is left amongst the debatable 
matters not yet settled Still it is a matter of 
thankfulness that an appeal on the ground of 
Christ’s character never fails Taking that as our 
foundation, how are we to proceed in order to make 
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others realize the grandeur of the position from 
which we have all fallen ^ Let us take His own 
words recorded by S John in his fifteenth chapter. 
He there discloses to the Apostles (i) the immense 
importance of their relation to Him , (2) the key 
to that position. 

I. The immense tmportance of our relation to 
Chrtst. “ I am the true Vine and my Father is the 
Husbandman " Very simple words, but showing 
qmte plainly that human nature has no future 
apart from Him He is the Vine. Evolution, 
progress, fruitfulness depend upon Him The 
Father Who is the Great God of the Umverse, by 
Whose decree human nature came into being, only 
works through Christ God is the Husbandman. 
Every Israehte was conversant with the thought 
that his nation was God’s Vine. The prophets had 
often used the figure, and the Vine was the national 
symbol of Israel But the high ideal had not 
been reahsed and the Vine was soon to be uprooted. 
No effective help to the world would come through 
Judaism But that a Person should be the Vine 
and the true Vine was amazing Our Lord purposely 
contrasts Himself with the Jewish Church, speakmg 
of Himself as the true, genmne Vine, that is, the 
one only stock through which the world will attain 
frmtion. It is impossible for us to reahze how great 
a sensation such a declaration made He is single, 
and yet He speaks of Himself corporately ; ap- 
parently only a human being and yet the source 
of aU the life that is in the world Now that is a 
tremendous assertion. Its exclusiveness is alarmmg. 
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None but God could assert it without auia^iing 
presumption Even for a nation to claim such a 
position would be to outrage the feehngs of all 
other nations. To claim that it alone was God’s 
country and that the God of the Universe only 
worked through it would not only be silly but 
madly arrogant But He, this Person whose hfe 
we know, whose words and deeds interest us so 
greatly, quietly lays down this position Let us 
mark it, for, taking this for granted, we see that 
only in Christ are we in right relation to Him 
Who made us and the objects of His care This 
He goes on to make clear. “ Every branch in Me 
that beareth not fruit He taketh away, and every 
branch that beareth fruit He purgcth it that 
it may bring forth more frmt ” This is God’s 
purpose with human beings He only works through 
Chnst. But not mechamcally nor arbitrarily There 
are failures as well as successes If a human life 
is barren it is removed from Christ, if it is fruitful 
it is pruned that it may become more fruitful 
Nothing IS said as to the future of the barren life. 
It passes out of sight Human destiny, then, hes 
in Christ It is man’s position won for him by 
Chnst more than his own efforts that determines 
his future To any thoughtful reader this is at 
first strangely awful, but it does emphasize the 
importance of not only being m Christ but remaining 
in Him Goodness depends on Him and character 
IS our chief hope What happens to the rest of us 
matters httle, but our personahty — ^that is of 
supreme importance. So far nothing is said as to 
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what leads to barrenness or what leads to fruitful- 
ness, that is left unexplained But if we can grasp 
the meaning of our Lord’s words (and they are 
simple enough), we can see the magnificent height 
to which those in Christ are raised The position 
“ in Him ” IS not only the school of destiny but 
the hospital of sick souls, not only decides 
human fate but inspires human endeavour 
Our path of self-improvement is strewn with broken 
resolutions, no hkelihood of progress seems to he 
there, but in the Vine we are not left to ourselves, 
the Husbandman takes charge and so orders our 
circumstances that our characters wiU improve 
Fruit will abound 

II The key to the postUon So far our relation- 
ship remains undefined, but the next verses make 
that clear “ Abide in Me and I m you As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself except it abide 
m the Vine, no more can ye except ye abide in Me. 
I am the Vine, ye are the branches ” The mystery 
of barrenness or frmt-beanng is here explained. 
It depends not so much on industry, effort nor energy 
on the part of those in Christ, but on the mutual abid- 
ing of Christ m thev member, and the member in Christ. 
We are so famihar with the words that it is difficult 
to reahze the extraordinary love to which they 
bear witness and the large responsibihty they cany 
with them. Perhaps few have been fortunate 
enough to hear, even from those with whom they 
are most mtimate, the wish expressed that they 
might not only be their fnends and companions 
but their movmg spint, dwelhng in them as a part 
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of them. When one friend says to another, “ I 
wish we could hve in one another, that your thoughts 
might be mme and mine yours, that never for a 
single moment might we be otherwise than of one 
mmd,” he is going as far as love can go And if 
this desire should be expressed by one infinitely 
above us in station, occupying a world-wide position 
and influence, then we should be fairly amazed at 
so great a condescension “ I cannot understand 
it," we should say, " for there is nothing in me 
to call it forth and no power within me to make 
an adequate response And yet the words of 
Chnst mean nothing less than this If then the 
Jesus of Nazareth Whose hfe is so compelhng and 
Whose character is so winning, having told us 
that He is the root of our being, the life of our 
soul, begs us to respond to His desire to possess 
us, we need no further description of the wonder 
of the position to which He has uphfted us 

But there is more. The love that breaks through 
the words also imphes in the words overwhelming 
responsibihty. Otherwise it might be possible to 
say that aU they meant (and that all would far 
exceed the apprehension of many a modem Christian) 
was that we should hve in Christ as we hve in a 
favourite poet “ Dwelling in " in that case simply 
means dwelling on, impl 3 nng nothmg more than a 
mind in harmony with Christ’s mind. It is Christ's 
appeal to us to be m sympathy with Him and His 
aims So a Shakespeare student might say, “ I am 
now hving m Shakespeare and think of nothing 
else." Though that would be saying much and 
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wotild. express tiruly what our abiding m Him might 
mean, it does not satisfy the corresponding thought 
of His dwelhng in us. And further, it does not do 
justice to the great issues which He tells us are 
mvolved m the mutual indwelhng To abide in 
Him, He tells us, means bringing forth much frmt, 
to fail in abiding means barrenness. If we abide 
we are the objects of sohcitude and loving care ; 
if we fail to abide we are cast forth as withered 
branches only fit for burmng. If we abide we 
become sources of power and can ask for anythmg 
with the certainty of an immediate response , 
if we fail we are taken away as useless These 
alternatives are sharp and disturbing. They are 
not between intimacy and acquamtanceship, but 
between mtimacy and estrangement, not between 
very close friends and neighbours but close friends 
and aliens. Let us give the widest possible inter- 
pretation, and there still remain consequences on 
the one hand so great and far-reachmg as to baffle 
the wildest imagination, and on the other so dire 
and terrible as to speU utter rum The explanation 
hes in the greatness of love. Love, so it seems, 
always and everywhere carries a sword as well as 
an embrace Its rejection is always a disaster, 
sometimes an appalhng one. The obstinate settmg 
aside of a mother’s persistent love by a selfish son 
is bound to issue in tragedy The contempt of a 
t3rrarmical husband for a wife’s long unweaned de- 
votion, wiU certainly bnng him misery Neither in- 
justice, nor oppression, nor violence can hurt the 
man who employs them, as much as hardness. The 
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refusal of Christ’s appeal is bound to be serious 
But it is not of that we are thinking, but of the 
priceless heritage that belongs to those who are in 
Him and rejoice in staying there. It is not easy 
to make clear its magnificence. All illustrations 
fail. But we may think of some great teacher like 
Bishop Westcott being attracted by a miner’s lad 
in one of the Durham colhery villages. With the 
consent of his parents he takes him back to Auckland 
Castle, adopts him as his son After a good school 
education he sends him to the University and then 
takes him back to be his Secretary and Chaplain. 
There in the Castle he would share aH the Bishop’s 
thoughts and would be taken into his confidence. 
Old friends whom he might meet would often 
congratulate him on his good fortune. He would 
reply that though he was indeed fortunate to 
hve in such comfort and honour, with so many 
opportumties lying round about him, that which he 
valued most was the affection the Bishop showed 
him and the trust he reposed in him. Such an 
analogy falls far below what the words of Chnst 
suggest. 

Perhaps our chief difficulty hes in the thought 
of man's insignificance. It seems absurd that God 
should think so much of him What is man that- 
Thou visitest him, or the son of man that Thou 
so regardest him ? The answer is, as Pascal shewed, 
that Man as man, has m his nature the seeds of 
real greatness so that he is great even m knowing 
himself to be miserable A tree is no more sensitive 
to misery than to fehcity. It is true the fact of 
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knowing himself to be miserable increased man’s 
misery, but then, it is no less a demonstration of 
his greatness. Thus his greatness is shewn by his 
miseries as by its rums. 

The tragedy of human hfe, whether seen in 
drama, fiction or experience, constantly fills us with 
awe Who can read or witness the great plays of 
“ Hamlet,” " Kmg Lear ” or “ Othello ” without 
a sense of the greatness of Humamty as shewn by 
its sorrows So too its victones. A widow with 
everythmg against her, ill-health, poverty and few 
friends, strugghng against all odds and yet bringmg 
up her children and ordering her home with a 
quiet humour and with amazing success, is a 
witness to the possibihty of human nature that fills 
us with pnde A lad giving up a lucrative position 
because some of his work is tainted with dishonesty 
honours the race to which he belongs. Or a beautiful 
woman, who in early married hfe is struck down 
with cancer, and though knowing that all the hopes 
of her happy married hfe are blasted, refuses to be 
beaten and goes on with a smile to the end, bears 
testimony to something in human nature that is 
divine. Or agam a man who, owing to circumstances 
beyond his control, grapples with the necessity of 
giving up a fine house and establishment because 
he -will not sacrifice moral principle, qmetly saying 
to his wife, “ I could not love thee, dear, so much, 
loved I not honour more,” shews a greatness which 
belongs to the Sons of God. And these examples 
are neither few nor far between They are not 
confined to race or chmate. They pomt to the 
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height to which man may attain. They shew us 
how great he is But independent of such signs as 
these, what right has any man to cavil at God’s 
merciful mtention to hft him to the highest. To 
quote Pascal again, “ Man knows so httle of the 
Divine Essence, as to remain ignorant of what he 
IS himself , and yet, disturbed at this imperfect view 
of his own condition, he boldly pronounceth, that it 
IS beyond the power of God to qualify him for so 
subhme a conjimction ” God’s thoughts are not our 
thoughts, nor His ways our ways He has, however, 
given in the saints of God a clear proof of the 
magnificence of our position in Christ They are 
the best help we have in assuring ourselves of the 
wonderful possibihties that he before those who 
are in Christ, and they are a countless number of 
every tongue, nation and tribe Men Eke S Augus- 
tine, Dante, S Francis of Assisi, S. Anselm of 
Canterbury, Francis Xavier, George Herbert, John 
Wesley, Shaftesbury, Wilberforce, Patteson and 
Livmgstone, and women hke the Blessed Virgin, 
S. Momca, S Cathenne of Siena, S. Theresa, 
Ehzabeth Fry, Susaimah Wesley, Josephine Butler, 
Sarah Martin and Mary Slessor — ^to mention but a 
few — show the wonderful opportunities in character 
formation that he before persons that make fellow- 
ship with Christ the foundation of their life As 
we set them and the noble company of confessors, 
reformers and martjrs against the human degrada- 
tion of which the newspapers and experience tell 
us, we feel the justification of our Lord’s words. 
We are led to wonder what the Church could 
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aclueve if, instead of maMng hard and repeated 
endeavours to climb the heights of God, she were 
by a great act of faith to place herself there and from 
tWt high position to do her work for the world. 
" Respondete natahbus,” S. Cypnan used to say. 
Respond to the greatness of your buthright and 
give Christ the chance He desires to hft you above 
the sordid surroundings of a wholly material hfe. 
It IS not as though He placed you high and then 
left you to yourself. His words are Abide in Me 
and I in you ” In other words He calls us to fellow- 
ship, and fellowship, as experience and history 
assure us, is the only method by which man has 
ever risen. Isolated, apart from others, man remains 
a moral dwarf, but in fnendship with the best he 
becomes noble. And the higher this fellowship 
the more remarkable are the heights to which he 
ascends. Given then the possibihty of Christ’s 
friendship, the unreahty which depresses us as we 
take our paths through the world disappears. So 
long as we are with Him and He with us, there is 
nothing impossible All things are ours. Heaven 
as well as earth. As the recollection of a good 
home has often pulled a man out of the mire into 
which he was sinkmg or as the tradition of a good 
name has often led a man at a meetmg to take a 
hne against his own personal mterests, so 
the extraordinary privilege Christ has given us of 
His Friendship has in countless cases proved itself 
to be of immeasurable power, hfting meji, women 
and even children to great acts of venture and 
daring. But we must be susceptible to it. The 
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world IS full of stories of the devotion of noble 
wives to degenerate husbands, of unselfish comrades 
to unworthy compamons, of teachers who sacrificed 
time and rest to stupid and unresponsive pupils. 
Christ's offer of friendship by itself will do no good. 
There must be a readiness to profit by it. This 
readiness is described in the New Testament as 
contemplation We go forward as we look unto 
Jesus " All those whom we admire for having 
scaled the heights humanity presents to us tell us m 
S. Paul's words that it was whilst they fixed their 
minds on Christ that they reflected as in a mirror 
the glory of the Lord and were changed from glory 
to glory by the Spirit of the Lord Just as a mirror 
set in the face of the western sun throws back its 
hght, so they " with unveiled face/' watching the 
character of Christ, experienced grad-ual change 
Inspired with admiration of the glory of Him who 
was their Husband and their Head, they kept 
continual watch, not only as to what He would 
speak or do in their circumstances, but as to what 
He actually did say and do when on earth, and 
men took note of them that they had been with 
Jesus. 



CHAPTER VIII 

DO THE FIRST WORKS 

"T X 'TE. have tried to explain sometluiig of what this 
VV mutual abiding of Chnst and the Christian 
really means We have also seen how great the 
position IS that Christ gives us, but all who have 
any experience of our modem Christian hfe kaow 
how difficult it is to persuade the average Church- 
man that this IS his position, that whether conscious 
of it or not, the Church m her prayers and worship 
assumes that he occupies it. Even if we were able 
to make him see that Christ was " in him ” as 
some great ancestor was, and that there was a 
power of Chnst-heredity behind his action — ^true, 
though very inadequate — ^he would still wonder 
what the corresponding clause “ m Christ ” would 
mean, what duties it imphed, and how such a 
mystical conception would be hkely to influence 
his practical hfe. The word Friendship, which I 
have used so often, perhaps brings it home better, 
but it is always met by a reasonable sense of im- 
worthiness — “ His Friendship cannot be mme " 
And yet neither the thought nor its practical 
realization are improbable if we beheve God to be 
our Father. But of this I have already spoken, 
and only mention it here in order to say that the 
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Tnain dif&culty is not inteEectual but practical. 
No friendship can be felt unless we are in the main 
in sympathy with our friend and are taking such steps 
as will make that S5mpathy sincere and intelhgible 
Friendship always demands two things — Nega- 
tively : That I keep from all companionship 
and atmosphere which my friend would shun. 
II Positively That I cultivate aE such studies 
and opportumties as may enable me to understand 
him better. 

I We “ cannot serve two masters ” nor 
“ can two walk together except they be agreed ” 
That IS why our Lord insists on absolute devotion 
to Him at the start, a devotion greater than that 
which we have to parents, wife, husband, children 
or self In the earthly sphere, marriage, man’s 
highest fnendship, demands this — “ Wilt thou for- 
saking aE other, keep thee only unto her, so long as 
ye both shaE Eve ^ ” is the question the Church 
puts to the husband, a simEar question being 
addressed to the bride “ Forsaking aE other ” is 
a very strong phrase and implies hfe-long loyalty. 
To keep this means that the married pair separate 
themselves from aE such society and circumstances 
as may cause them not only to break their promise, 
but even to dissipate the spirit that hes behind it. 
Cost what it ma3r the husband, because he wishes 
to keep pure and unsuEied the love and respect of 
one who has given herseE to him, takes pains to 
avoid friends and places which, in former days, he 
was wont to frequent To this he had made 
up his mind when he asked her hand m marriage. 
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He finds his loyalty is more than rewarded not 
only by the love he wins but by the many other 
attachments and friendships he makes, in which 
they both are concerned His wife’s fnends and 
the friends he makes through her become a great 
enrichment to his life So it is with the Great 
Friendship — " Forsaking all other, keep thee only 
unto Him ” — ^which means plainly enough that 
we do not go where He would not go, we do 
not read what He would not read, we do not 
make friends with those who would not be friends 
with Him This does not point to a narrow puritan 
hfe in which we set a limit to the friendships 
and feehngs of One who was called “ the friend of 
pubhcans and sinners,” but it does mean separating 
ourselves from all such persons and circumstances 
which practically force us to adopt an attitude 
which we know was never His It may well be that 
.duty may lead us to such places, but we are then 
compelled to make it clear by some means or other 
that their aims are not ours To confess Christ as 
our Ideal is never easy, and specially where He is 
not welcome it requires great courage But unless 
we confess Christ, we imperil our relationship with 
Him, make it more difiELcult to see and know Him. 
And this must, m its apphcation, be extended 
beyond persons and things to readmg. Probably 
not the most observant person has ever rightly 
calculated the effect that books and magazines have 
had on the formation of his character A naan who 
would not dream of inviting someone who was 
impure and loose-hving to his house, wiU yet have 

K 



122 


THE GREAT REALITY 

on tiie table in his drawing-room something far 
more dangerous in the shape of a clever, brilhant 
book which not only demes what he holds dear, 
but, if its thoughts were adopted, would destroy 
everything for which Christ hved and died And 
he would do this on the plea that we must not be 
narrow but must know aU that other people are 
thinking of, forgetting that as surely as bad food wiE 
injure the health, so impure thought will injure the 
character, spoihng the taste, coarsening the feehngs, 
and, above all, impairing his vision “ Blessed are 
the pure in heart,” said our Lord, “ for they shall 
see God,” meaning that those who keep their minds 
not only clean but sincere in their loyalties wih 
have vision for the best, will see and understand 
the highest When a man, on being told of the 
friendship of Christ as his highest pnvilege, puts it 
away as mystical or sentimental, far removed from 
his practic^ hfe, it is possible that by unconsciously 
hvmg a hfe ahen from His aims and adopting 
views which contradict His spirit, he may have 
become unfitted to understand and appreciate the 
beauty of that character which has ever drawn men 
to Himself 

The first thing, then, that is necessary to recover 
our old affection is to clear our hves of all that 
lowers or coarsens the thoughts that we ordinarily 
associate with our fnend. For example, if our 
friend is a good musician we must avoid concerts, 
songs and compositions that spoil our taste, or if 
he IS a great artist we must keep away from all 
painters and exhibitions that vulgarise ; so if he 
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is a great saint, then for our love of him we keep 
away from all such worldly society as may make 
it diflficult for us to believe in his ideal So our 
Lord said, ” How can ye beheve, which receive glory 
one of another, and the glory that cometh from the 
only God ye seek not ” How can ye ? This 
perpetual popularity-hunting, this desire to be 
praised and made much of, with that indifference 
to God’s opinion which always accompanies it, 
spoils faith, makes it impossible, for its whole spirit 
IS opposed to faith’s ideals. 

II But granted this what is our positive duty ? 
To do the first things A wise clergyman once advised 
all those, whether wives or husbands, who had lost 
the old warmth of the early days, to cultivate the 
first loyalties which had been dropped, e g the 
mormng kiss the letters and telegrams when absent 
from one another, the Christmas presents, the 
birthday outing, the numberless httle acts of 
courtesy and thoughtfulness which shewed the 
honour in which they held one another, and 
in that way he felt sure the old love would come 
back. He was right, for love is stimulated by 
action rather than by thought At first such duties 
may seem to be conventional and, bemg without 
feelmg, to be so unreal as hkely to do harm rather 
than good. But it is not so. Deeds are more 
eloquent than words and have the advantage of 
silence So m our endeavour to recover that first 
love of Christ which has been lost let us take up 
agam those first loyalties which meant so much m 
our first days — (I), Prayer, (II) Bible Readmg and 
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(III) Sacrifice. They express just those funda- 
mental elements of Friendship — Intercourse, Know- 
ledge and Unselfishness — ^without which it could 
not exist. 

I. Intercourse or Prayer. It is obvious that there 
can be no fnendship unless the two would-be friends 
come together It is not necessary that they see 
one another, though it is dif&cult for those in the 
body to maintam fnendship of a purely spiritual 
character Letters may do much, and provided 
they are full, expressive, frank and natural, affection 
may be maintained. But ordinarily people look 
back as they look forward to those opportumties 
of real heart-to-heart talks, when countenance, hand 
and voice enable the inner personalities to leap out 
into real hfe Fnendship was never built up on 
silence There must be intercourse and it must be 
free, spontaneous, without shyness and formahty, 
and not mainly for the sake of information or 
mstruction, but for the expression of mutual 
affection and confidence. Lives very unequal in 
position and knowledge have been welded closely 
together by the natural outpoimng of thought and 
feehng This fact, which no one will dispute, must 
be borne in mind when we thmk of the friendship 
of Christ. The basis of it necessarily is prayer — 
and prayer not so^much in the sense of petition and 
asking as in that of admiration and trust. If a 
close fellowship exists between a master and a 
servant, perhaps there is very httle thought on the 
part of the servant about questions of wages or 
promotion because his friendship has hfted him 
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higher. He chiefly rejoices in his master’s wonderful 
character as seen in the numberless httle things 
he IS always doing for him. This is what he hkes to 
tell his wife, “ He treats me as a friend, teUs me of 
his plans and difficulties, and now and again asks my 
opimon ” So too if the friendship of Christ is to 
be a reahty there must be something of this 
expressed m our prayers As a rule prayers are 
conventional, brief and purposeless, or, when real, 
chiefly concerned with asking There is httle or 
no attempt to share with Christ the thoughts and 
hopes that make up our day We say httle or 
nothing of our recreations, expectations, plans 
and difficulties, those things that make up the 
staple of hfe and of which we talk freely with 
earthly friends , or if we do mention them there 
is httle expectation that anything will happen m 
consequence And there is but httle open admira- 
tion of Christ’s beauty, love and wisdom We can 
imagine how simply, famiharly and trustfully the 
disciples spoke to our Lord, how He encouraged 
them, met their fears, and rejoiced their hearts, and 
it is along that hne of freedom that we ought to 
follow, otherwise friendship is impossible It is 
with these free and open talks, these hymns of 
praise and adoration, these perpetual references 
during the day to His wisdom and foresight and 
power, that we presently gather a storehouse of re- 
markable experiences which helps us to know and 
trust Him better. For the talk is not all ou one side. 
He has His words for us. His directions and His 
counsels. His Spirit interprets for us 
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“ And His that gentle voice we hear, 

Soft as the breath of even. 

That checks each fault, that calms each fear, 
And speaks of Heaven ” 

II. Knowledge. Prayer soon becomes unreal un- 
less strengthened by knowledge If we are to talk 
reasonably we must be intelligent and know as 
fully as we can This knowledge is given us in the 
Bible, which is a revelation of Christ’s character 
So it IS difficult to see how anyone can be a friend 
of Christ without knowing it But in spite of all the 
helps that modern study of the Bible by competent 
scholars has given us, how few read it and make 
it their chief guide to the Christian faith We 
do not wonder, then, that Christ has few friends. 
“ If ye beheved Moses,” Christ said to His disciples, 
“ ye would beheve Me, for he wrote oi Me But if 
ye beheve not his wiitings, how shall ye believe 
My words ? ” The one depends on the other The 
Bible and faith in Christ go together because there 
can be no real faith without knowledge The study 
of the Bible, therefore, is essential to the realization 
of Christ’s fnendship, and has always been felt to be 
so. But it must be reasonable. Though it is 
interesting to know the history of the Jewish people 
and of the Christian Church, we do not read the Bible 
primarily with that end m view. Our chief aim is 
to know God as revealed in Christ So we study 
the Old Testament that we may learn how God 
educated rthe Jews, and through them the world, 
to know His Son The New Testament tells us 
how He came, hved, died and rose again, and what 
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these acts meant Christ, then, is always the centre 
of our reading We see what He was to Abraham, 
Jacob, Joseph, David and the rest, and also what 
He was to Israel and to the great nations of Egypt, 
Assyria and Babyloma and, bemg the same to-day 
as in that far-off yesterday, we are able to under- 
stand His relations with people and kingdoms to-day. 
So the New Testament, which records His founding 
andgiuding the Church, helps us to see what He 
is doing to-day with that immense Society of 
which He is the Head, which extends all over the 
earth. There is much unprofitable reading and 
waste of time, meditation often being very un- 
intelhgent, so Bible reading is disparaged But 
when taken rightly it is Christ's Book, by which 
we learn His character and purpose 

III Sacf'tfice Necessary as intercourse and 
knowledge are, it is sacnfice that carries 
friendship farthest It is what our fnend has done 
for us that remams m dark and doubting days the 
sovereign test of friendship “ I shall never forget 
that in my illness he stayed up the whole night, 
that in my sorrow he gave up his hohday in order 
to take me abroad, that when I knew not where to 
turn, he paid off all my debts and set me on my 
feet agam." These facts conquer aU misgivings in 
dreary days, when we are dispo.sed to doubt every- 
thmg And if our friend’s sacnfice cames us along 
the same path, if out of ]oy in what he has done 
for us we are moved to make real sacnfice for our 
friend, then we are bound each to other by the 
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strongest ties tliat are known Our union is com- 
pleted by our mutual sacrifice 

It IS needless, of course, to say how this third 
help to friendship is expressed on our Lord’s part 
Again and again in the Eucharist the amazing words 
are said to every communicant, no matter what 
his character or condition may be, " The Body of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, 
preserve thy body and soul unto everlasting hfe ” 
So we are reminded m the most forcible way of 
what Christ has done for each of us He has not 
only made us and cared for us but died for us We 
should be ashamed to say that we hardly knew the 
man who saved us from drowning, or that we never 
wrote to the fnend who sacrificed his health to get 
us out of a desperate position, and yet our relation 
to Christ is of greater mdebtedness ^ This is not 
the place to explam what is meant by the Cross 
But we all know that it expresses the fact that 
Christ died for us, and all that we have in the present 
and aH that we look for in the future is due to that 
fact Had it not taken place the whole world 
and we ourselves would be without hope. His 
Death changed everything If then we are 
to know Him the Cross is the way. We fail to 
understand Christ's forgiveness of the woman that 
was a sinner, of the penitent malefactor or of 
ourselves, because His Death on the Cross remams 
such a mystery to us But there it is, to be 
thought about, prayed over and thanked for every 
day of our hves And m the hght that streams 
from it we imderstand more clearly His strange 
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acts of love m the Gospels and in our own 
expenence 

Now, His sacrifice ought to provoke us to love 
and good works It is impossible to remain in- 
different to it. We must make some response And 
so many who have been touched by its power long 
to have a share in it, to have, in S Paul's words, 
" the fellowship of His sufferings ” For though we 
cannot add to its merit or perfection, for it is “ a full, 
perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satis- 
faction for the sms of the whole world,” yet we 
can bring its power home to others by associating 
ourselves with it Lincoln’s Emancipation Act, 
sealed by his death, freed all the slaves, but free- 
dom was of httle use to the slaves till those who 
cared for them made freedom real by providing 
teachers, schools and mdustnal colleges by which 
they were taught to read, work and take their part 
m the CIVIC hfe of their country. So those who 
have knowledge of Christ's Death rejoice in sharing 
His burden of takmg away the sin of the world by 
taking such part m it as they are able. And so 
the words which once seemed so stern, " Whosoever 
doth not bear his own cross and come > after Me 
caimot be my disciple,” 1 e ” will never under- 
stand Me,” have a new sigmficance. The pupil 
who would know his artist friend must know 
art, and the scholar who would know his Professor 
must know letters , so, too, the disciple who would 
know Christ must know His Cross, for that was the 
essential characteristic of His life We find then the 
most intimate friends of Christ have always been 
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great sufferers Not by asceticism or self -chosen 
disciphne, for He Whose Cross was the largest and 
heaviest was no fakir, but by bearing the Cross 
that duty placed on their shoulders And amidst 
all its pams, discomfort and shame they have 
learned, as S Paul said, to rejoice, for when it 
bowed them down and they felt weak, then they 
experienced the power of Christ resting upon them, 
and when they had horrible doubts of its justice, 
then they remembered that with Him it had great 
redeeming power In the fire they feel Him walking 
with them and on the scaffold they see Him waiting 
for them Sacrifice was never so much an obhgation 
as a response awakened by His sacrifice Like the 
soldier they want to be near their General in the 
fight , hke the follower of a desperate cause they 
like to be near their Leader Redemption to them 
IS an ever-present fact, not only a matter for rejoicing 
but also something demanding their allegiance and 
their ceaseless efforts 

Such then are the first and most obvious things 
to be done if we are to realize the height on which 
Christ, by His mdwelhng, has placed us, and to realize 
again “ the first love " And as we have seen, they 
are necessarily associated with three great duties — 
Prayer, with all that it means in thanksgiving, 
praise and petition , Bible Reading, with all that 
it imphes in study, meditation and continuous 
contemplation ; and Eucharistic worship, with all 
that it cpvers m sacrifice, service and adoration. 
These being steadily maintained, the old love of 
Christ naturally awakens. We aU spend much of 
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our time m our prayers bewailing the fact that we 
are not what we used to be, that our love is so faint, 
our knowledge of Christ so weak ; but the love of 
Christ, hke the love of our fnend, is subject to 
certain conditions Unless they are fulfilled we 
necessarily remain cold 

I must not close this Chapter without a word as 
to the greatness of the promise attached to those 
who have recovered their early love of Christ — “ To 
him that overcometh,” 1 e who conquers all the 
temptations that beset him in his endeavour to 
pray simply, to know clearly and to sacnfilce 
wholly, and so to love Christ, “ to him,” it has been 
said, “will I give to eat of the tree of hfe which 
is in the midst of the Paradise of God ” That 
beautiful imagery reminds us of a time m the far 
past, the an®ients called it The Golden Age, when 
God and man hved in such friendhness that there 
was no sense of strangeness between the Creator 
and the created, no feeling of constraint or bondage 
between the Sovereign of all and His subject, but 
rather a wonderful homely famiharity such as 
existed on earth between Jesus and His disciples. 
That old past will be renewed That is the promise. 
Struggle to know Christ and to love Him , it will 
and must mean sacrifice of time, money and friends, 
but it wiU not only give you the joy of His affection 
here but admission hereafter into a fulness of hfe, 
beauty and love which is mconceivable and can 
only be imaged to us under the picture of a wide, 
spreading park, studded with glorious trees, not 
only giving rest and shade but by their fruits 
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giving continuous life to the men, women and 
children that rest beneath them Love, of course, 
is its own reward, and the love of Christ, judged 
by the expressions of those who have known it, 
IS more satisfying than the love of man or woman 
It stirs deeper emotions and awakens greater 
intellectual aspirations, sometimes beyond the 
power of human strength to bear , but it leads on 
to ]oys far more wonderful than any we know here, 
to fulness of hfe in the Paradise of God. 



CHAPTER IX 

BEXIEVE AND CONFESS 

T O restore a lost affection we must return to 
the simple intercourse of past days, we must 
regain the desire we once had to know Christ and 
we must crave fellowship with His sufferings, that 
we may better understand His life But something 
more is necessary if the Christ we know is to be 
found in us We must trust Him and openly 
confess Him, “ With the heart man beheves unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation ” 

I Fatih We must trust Him and use aU the 
opportimities He gives us for the exercise of this 
trust He always expected this and His power to help 
people was hmited by the lack of it Much of the 
vague indefimte sense of His reahty is due to the 
fact that we have shnmk from the occasions He 
gave us to reahze it. For faith, as the writer 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews tells us, is “ the 
reality (hypostasis) of things hoped for, and the 
proving of things not seen ” And he gives examples 
to show this Noah, when he began the building 
of the ark on dry ground, had a fresh realization 
of the God in whom he beheved. So too Abraham, 
when he left his home and went out, not knowing 
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whither he was going, had a fresh reahzation of the 
heavenly home, the city without foundations, the 
Architect and Builder of which is God So Sarah 
received a new conception of motherhood when by 
her faith she conceived seed in her old age. Faith 
expresses itself in action, and action being reality, 
the reality of the Chnst in whom we believe, is not 
experienced by reason alone ; that only shews its 
probabihty He becomes real to us when, moved by 
faith, we take action. S Peter feels the reahty of 
Christ when he ventures on the water, S John when 
he takes his half loaf of bread to feed four hundred 
people, the servants when they go to the casks full 
of water to draw wine for the wedding guests There 
is no necessary Christ-consciousness when you are 
reading a book of evidence, but it springs up at once 
when you set your hand to an impossible job, and 
find Bhm your Companion in doing it. 

II Confession And as faith is necessary for the, 
reahzation of Christ, so open confession is necessary 
for clearness of vision, le for the freedom from 
aU those obstacles which prevent my knowing Him 
as I ought — salvation, as S Paul says For ex- 
ample, I knew my friend fairly well through my 
walks and talks with him, but the time that I came 
to know him really well was when by some upright 
action he raised the town against himself and I took 
his side, and m the face of aU opposition confessed 
him to be my fnend That at once set me free from a 
hundred difficulties that had always been between 
us I knew where I was and he, too, knew where 
I was , shanng his reproach I shared his mind. 
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This IS one of the reasons why Christ makes so 
much of open confession and promises such great 
rewards for it His own confession of us before the 
Father depends upon it. But we must admit it is 
widely unpopular to-day. Men do not like to make 
open statements about an3dhing They may hurt 
someone You can never tell So they shrink 
from sajnng anythmg defimte They hesitate and 
when they have said something at once quahfy it 
by something else lest they should have said too 
much And this is specially the case with religious 
questions. People will not commit themselves Ask 
them what they think of Christ and they will be 
silent If pressed they will say, “ That is a large 
question I don’t know that I am qmte prepared to 
answer it It reqmres a lot of thought People much 
wiser than P are not clear in their answer Even 
theologians and scholars who have given up their 
lives to the study of the Bible are not agreed How 
can you expect an ordinary busy person hke myself 
to have a clear opinion ^ And is it necessary ? I 
suppose I can be a fairly decent Christian without 
gomg into a big question hke that After all, it is 
more important, at least so I think, to act hke a 
Christian than to have a Christian creed Our Lord 
insisted, did He not, on our being good neighbours, 
unselfish, pure and upright ? I don’t think, do you, 
that He cares very much what opmions we hold 
about Him ? I don’t remember that He ever laid 
much stress on that ” 

Our friend has forgotten for the moment that 
Christ not only asked friends and enemies questions 
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about Himsdf, but pronounced one of His most 
empbatic commendations and gave His largest 
promise to the man who was bold enough to express 
plainly and definitely his convictions I qmte admit 
that it seems strange that He should feel it important 
that we should have a clear, defimte opimon about 
Himself Even if He had only been a great Leader 
or Prophet it would have been difficult to under- 
stand His eagerness to know what they thought of 
Him, for the greater the prophet the more earnestly 
He seeks to direct attention away from Himself to 
His message. The greatest of men expressed what 
all would have said if questioned, “ I am the Voice 
of one crying in the wilderness — ^make straight the 
way of the Lord " 

And yet it is Christ Who asked His disciples 
what they thought of Him and afterwards He told 
S. Peter that the right answer was the Rock on 
which the Church is built. On that Rock He 
builds all human character. 

He would not ask such a question if the knowledge 
of His Person were not m some way fundamental, 
for masters and teachers who are chiefly concerned 
with their message never ask a question of this 
kind We cannot imagine Socrates or Plato 
asking, “ Whom say ye that I am ? ” for their 
disaples might naturally reply, " It matters not 
who thou art , what we want to know is thy 
message ' ” Now and again, it is true, such a 
question as asked by the claimant to a throne, as 
by Wilham III when landing at Torbay, and by 
Charles Edward on mustering the Scottish clans at 



BELIEVE AND CONFESS 137 

Loch Shiel and then it is of great importance. 
“ Whom do you account me to be, an adventurer, or 
one who is the rightful heir ? ” And every thmg 
depended on the answer. So here, our Lord had 
again and again spoken words which claimed Divine 
Sonship and a right as Son to the Kingdom He had 
spoken of Himself as Heir. Well, was He ^ What 
was their behef about it ? Who do you account Me 
to be ^ He draws attention to something mysterious 
that lay behind His wondrous gifts and marvellous 
works Had they perceived it ^ 

But it IS not only significant that He asks the 
question, but that He asks it of men whose opinion 
would be worthless m the eyes of the world It is 
asked not of rehgious leaders, scholars or theologians, 
but of peasants. The answer is evidently not to be 
found by the intellect, for these men had less of it 
than most, nor by knowledge of books, for they 
had none, nor by the advantages of position, for 
they were of no account m society It is evidently 
not so much an intellectual as a spiritual question 
to be answered by spiritually mmded people and in 
a spiritual way And so it is a question for every 
man When S Peter answered it aright our Lord 
told him he was blessed, and that not so much 
because he had found the right answer but because 
that he was the object of a special revelation from 
God Flesh and blood, 1 e. human bemgs, were 
unable to reveal it, for no one knoweth the Son 
but the Father. S Peter had no help from his 
contemporaries, rather the other way — ^as the 
Pharisees themselves said with pnde — ^none of the 

L 
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rulers believed in Him, neither the High Priest, 
nor those of the scribes who bemg scholars were 
deeply versed in Holy Scripture, nor the members 
of the Sanhedrin, the great council of the nation — 
indeed, no one whose opmion was worth having 
beheved Him to be the Christ On the contrary, 
they were so sure that He was not that they issued 
a decree excommunicating all who acknowledged 
Him as the Messiah S Peter then had nothing to 
rely upon for his conviction It was against the opimon 
of every well-educated and intelligent man m Israel 
For though they could not agree as to who He was, 
some thmkmg He was Eh] ah, others the expected 
Prophet, others, hke Herod, John the Baptist risen 
from the dead, they were all clear that He was not the 
Christ S Peter, hke Athanasius, stood as one against 
the world when he said, " Thou airt ther Christ,” but 
he was convinced he was right How was he so sure ? 
How did he learn this truth from the Father ? 

We ask this because, though it was pre-emin- 
ently a matter of revelation, we are not to 
suppose that it was independent of his reason 
and judgment Truth is not learned by accident 
nor by compulsion Revelation must have a path 
along which it can make its way The fear of God 
IS the first step in wisdom There must therefore 
be reverence ” Them that are meek shall He guide 
in judgment : and such as are gentle, them shall He 
learn His way ” (Ps xxv, g ) It was these moral 
quahties «that led S Peter and his friends to the 
hght, and the absence of them that kept the scholars 
in darkness It was hidden from the wise and 



BELIEVE AND CONFESS 139- 

prudent, not because God regards wisdom and 
prudence, which are His own gifts, as in themselves 
of httle value, but because the possession of these 
gifts often leads to pnde and vamty, the great 
eneimes of all knowledge, but specially spiritual. 
God IS not partial, for “ kind and upright is the 
Eternal, He teaches any who go astray,” but He 
must find the teachable disposition, and, further, the 
disposition that is ready to accept the responsibihty 
which aU truth brings. ” If ye know these things,”' 
our Lord said, " happy are ye if ye do them ” It was 
intolerable to the proud Pharisee or to the learned 
scholar to submit themselves to the Gahlean prophet 
Therefore, they were naturally prevented from 
learmng the truth about Him So many to-day 
feel it quite impossible to accept the conclusion that 
Christ is God because it would mean a submission 
to His teaching which would alter their whole hves. 
They have already committed themselves by their 
present way of hving — ^and this they have no 
intention of changing — to principles which they 
know are not His, and therefore they naturally 
prefer to say, “ With a world so divided in its 
estimate of Christ it is better to express no opimon 
beyond the fact that He is a wonderful Person, 
deserving of our whole-hearted adimration ” Such 
a confession, they think, while it commits no one, 
gives an evidence of piety in its commendation of 
the good. 

We now ask, how was S Peter led to give an 
opinion that was not only adverse to that of his 
time but dangerous, leading to his excommumcation 
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from the s3magogue and Temple, from public 
prayers and worship, which were the very hfe of 
the faithful Jew ? How did he become sure ^ He 
was helped by God, but along what hnes ? 

I. Nearly two years’ experience of intimate 
friendship with Christ had convinced S. Peter that 
He was unlike anyone else As he afterwards 
expressed it, Jesus was " the Lamb without 
blemish and without spot ” He had seen Him 
in pubhc when confronted by enemies, and in 
private when, so to speak. He was oS His guard, 
and yet always and everywhere He was perfect 
Exhaustion and weariness, so perilous to ourselves, 
never conquered Him , misrepresentation and 
clamour, so conducive to angry speech, never excited 
a bitter word He was always calm and unruffled. 
Nothmg disturbed his equanimity nor spoiled His 
utter selflessness, and this perfect goodness, which 
awakened such absolute trust in His disciples, was 
charactenzed by amazing humihty. “ Never man 
spake like this Man,” and none did such great 
works as He, yet wonderful works and stiU more 
wonderful words never awakened any desire for 
sdf-display. Done for the most part m obscurity, 
amongst poor people, with the frequent com- 
mand that nothmg was to be said about them. 
His works shewed not only how great He was, 
but how humble He was. He could urge His 
disciples, when led away by ambitious desires, to 
learn of Him, for He was meek and gentle, and they 
knew it, for nothing else had they ever seen in Him 

Yet out of this backgroimd of wondrous lowhness 
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there flashed forth a self-assertion so stupendous 
in its claims that no human being in his senses 
could have made it Prophets had said, “ This 
IS the Truth,” or ” That is the Way,” but here 
was One who said, *' I am the Truth,” “ I am 
the Way ” Teachers had often contrasted the 
hght which God gives with the darkness that error 
brings, but no one had ever said before, “ I am 
the Light, and he that foUoweth Me shall not walk 
m darkness ” What did such statements mean ? 
S Peter must often have wondered, and when his 
reason recoiled agamst such sayings coimng from 
a Man who was his daily companion, his intmtion, 
clear in its vision, cned out, " Impossible from 
anyone else, but natural enough commg from Him, 
For some reason He has the right to say them, and, if 
so, who is He ? ” 

(2) These great self-assertions, intolerable from 
human hps, necessarily made a deep impression, 
but this impression was deepened by the extra- 
ordinary demands He made upon their loyalty and 
obedience Amongst aU His great acts there were 
none more remarkable than His devotion to the daily 
needs of His friends. Infimtely great and yet 
infinitely lowly. As He said, “ I am among you as 
he that serveth,” and so He was Their wants of 
imnd and body He was always suppljung, for He 
was the Provider of their daily needs as weU as 
Parent and Fnend They all depended on Him and 
He never faded them But though so ready to take 
the lowest place, as was shewn by His last act of 
washing their feet. He made larger demands on 
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their loyalty than any leader before or since. For 
example, though He defended the interests of 
parents against the selfishness of their children, and 
sternly rebuked the Phansees for their transgression 
of the fifth commandment, when they pretended 
that money due to their parents had already been 
consecrated to God, He yet said that if a son loved 
father or mother more than Himself, he was not 
worthy of Him Parents, children, brothers and 
sisters must, if they came between the soul and 
Christ, be remorselessly sacrificed. 

But there is a bond closer than that of parent 
and child, namely, that of husband and wife And 
S. Peter, himself a married man, knew what this 
bond meant, in its close and tender attachment 
He knew too how his Master regarded it. Divorce 
was common, but he remembered how to his im- 
mense surpnse, for he was so accustomed to marriage 
laxity that he wondered how society could get on 
without it, that Christ told them that the Mosaic 
dispensation of giving a bill of divorcement was not 
according to the mind of God From the beginning 
monogamy was God’s ideal for man, for by marriage 
the twam become one flesh What God had joined 
together man must not be allowed to divide. And 
yet, though asserting the umty of man and wife m 
the strongest and clearest way. He said, and 
S. Peter, as has been said, was not likely to forget 
it, that if any husband loved his wife more tbnn 
Christ, or,, if any wife her husband, they were not 
worthy of Him Even in this most sacred intimacy 
Chnst Himself must stand first. What was S. Peter 
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to tlunk of this ? Who could dare to make such 
a claim but God Almighty ? 

But again there is a tie closer even than that of 
parent and child, wife and husband, the tie that 
binds the soul to God This supersedes all other 
ties, it exists from all eternity and is consecrated 
by such great acts as Creation and Redemption. 
None can intrude here It is as secret as it is 
intimate, and men have always regarded its intimacy 
as inviolable, except so far as they choose to admit 
another into its secrets And yet into this also He 
enters, or rather claims Himself to be the Way, say- 
mg, “No man cometh unto the Father except 
through Me " The way to God is impossible for 
sinful man except through Christ To the mmd 
of a Jew such a claim would be blasphemous, for it 
could mean nothing except He were God. What 
human bemg could possibly make it ? 

Now such claims would rightly be regarded as 
preposterous unless they came from a source that 
was as pure as it was powerful. They were as 
impressive as the claim to forgive sms and to judge, 
and they impressed because they were so intensely 
personal They came home at once to those who 
had parents, and who were married, and made 
prayers. They powerfully modified all the daily 
relations of hfe They meant, and He Who made 
them knew that they meant, (if demanded) either the 
absolute renunciation of family and spiritual privi- 
leges recognized as eternally valid by the whole 
world, or separation from Himself It was teaching 
of this kind which, when expressed m such words as 
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“ Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 
dunk His Blood, ye have not life in yourselves,” 
led some to give up His society , they walked 
no more with Him In spite of His goodness and 
mighty works He made demands that were flatly 
impossible unless He was God and so they left Him. 
It IS to the great and lasting credit of the Apostles 
that they remamed loyal to their convictions 
” Lord, to whom shall we go ^ Thou hast the 
words of eternal hfe < ” was their reply to His 
question as to whether they would follow the rest. 
But it led them as thinking men to make the great 
avowal, namely, that He was the Christ, the 
expected Saviour of His people His perfect good- 
ness, His imghty works. His powerful teaching, 
which impressed everyone, His amazmg claims and 
extraordmary humihty, all this combme(J made them 
sure He was the One for Whom Israel had been 
waiting, transcendent, eternal, the Christ, the Son 
of the hvmg God, and S. Peter's declaration was 
made in the name of all that faithful band. 

3 . Now we notice the importance of this declara- 
tion, especially m connection with the subject we 
are considenng. When our Lord first met Simon, 
He prophesied that he, the hearer, so the word 
Simon means, who was now so easily impressed by 
what he heard and saw, would one day become a 
rock, strong and immovable. And now the promise 
was realized He stood against the whole world, sure 
and certain m his conviction and ready to confess 
it before the world. In spite of immense difficulties 
created by our Lord's poverty, the indifference of 
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some, the hatred of others, the contempt of Church 
and State, the home at Nazareth, all of which seemed 
to contradict the prophecies ; besides the human 
infirmities of wearmess and hunger, he, the fisher- 
man, remained firm and unalterable, a real Rock. 
Our Lord now found something on which He could 
build, a faith which would withstand any storm. 
“ I say unto thee ' Thou art Peter (1 e. Rock man) 
and upon this Rock (1 e the rock of thy confession) 
I will build my Church.’ ” That is His language, 
%ot “ Thou art Peter and upon thee I will build my 
Church.” 

Now it IS just such a certain, plain, and personal 
confession that is needed to-day. Let us not say, 
“ Where is the doubt, for does not the Church 
openly acknowledge Christ’s supremacy every day ” 
It is just the lack of personal confession which 
prevents the Chnst-consaousness of which we are 
speaking There is abundant corporate expression, 
but what about the mdividual’s expression ? If he 
repeats the words in the Creed, led by the Church, he 
may do it hstlessly, hesitatingly, not sure how 
far he is committing himself It is not the result 
of any personal experience, no mterior conviction 
lies behind it, and no particular results flow from 
it. If challenged he would say either “ The Church 
knows best and I follow on,” or " Personally I don’t 
hke dogma, but I suppose it is all right ” As we 
have seen, S. Peter’s conviction was as diflerent 
as possible from any such superficial acknowledg- 
ment. It was at the beginmng and proved itself 
to be at the end a matter of hfe and death, a con- 
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viction that not only altered his whole life and 
character hut one that led to martyrdom He 
had won it along the paths of experience and could 
say, " The heavens may fall, the earth may be 
removed, but here I stand strong in the faith of 
Christ.” It IS only along similar paths that we can 
share his faith and provide our Lord with some 
foundation on which He may bmld that friendship 
which IS to be the prize of our hfe His love will 
shew us secretly and abimdantly as it did to S. Peter 
what He has done and by meditation on His life we 
may grasp, as clearly as did S Peter in the days of 
the companionship with Christ, what He is. His 
Gospels make plain to us even more forcibly 
than the sermons to which S Peter listened, what 
He asks of us All this is before every man, and, 
in addition, he has what S Peter never had, the 
testimony of the best and wisest of every age and 
every nation confirming his faith All that he needs 
in order to gam S Peter’s conviction is that inner 
spiritual experience of what Christ has been to himself 
from childhood upwards But surely if he is able to 
read aright, that book, the story of his own life, and 
only sin prevents it, he will see enough of guidance, 
intervention, mercies and warnings to enable him 
to say with S Thomas, " My Lord and my God ” 
Such study is essential if he is to believe in that 
faithful, intimate, loving relationship, which the 
New Testament calls " m Christ ” and in some way 
or other that behef has to be forced out of us, that 
conviction has got to be expressed With the heart 
man beheveth to righteousness, i e, to reconciliation 
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with God, but with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation, 1 e. freedom And we are never 
perfectly free in our relations with God or man till 
we have made it The freest men the world has 
known have been men like S Paul and S John, 
S Francis of Assisi and Xavier, Patteson and 
Livingstone. Such have few bonds but they are all 
Confessors. 



CHAPTER X 

LIVE IN THE ENVIRONMENT PROVIDED 

W E have seen that the first step towards the 
reahzation of Christ dwelling within us is 
the acknowledgment that He is our Lord and 
God. 

But granted this, how is our consciousness of 
Christ’s umon to be maintained, mcreased and 
deepened ? We have already said something about 
the way of prayer, knowledge and sacrifice, but 
that way is secret, personal and individual, and 
needs supplementing. Experience shews that it is 
not sufficient, though all important, and that we 
shall never grow to our full stature in Christ unless 
we also hve in the environment which Christ has 
provided By a law which would seem to be 
universal, nothing makes progress, nothing hves 
in fact, apart from the surroundings to which it 
naturally belongs. Thus the home, the city, the 
nation are the necessary spheres in which man 
comes to his full ^owth And, therefore, Christ, 
in Hiis plan for mankind, provided a sphere m which 
man’s spiritual as well as his physical and mental 
life might develop At the very outset He prayer- 
fully selected and carefully prepared a company 
of men whose dependence on one another and on 
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their great Teacher justifies their being called an 
Apostohc College This was the beginning of the 
great Church of God. Friendship with Him there 
was, not only individual, but also corporate To 
love Him men must love His Body, as this Society 
was afterwards called They could only grow 
“ into Him " through it. They could only be 
perfect “ m Him ” by it. Judas left it and was 
lost. Peter, in his hour of desperate danger, remained 
within and was saved S Thomas for a time lost 
his faith through failing to continue with it, and 
only recovered it through fellowship with it To 
be put out of the Church by Divine authority was, 
in the judgment of Christ, to be a pubhcan and a 
heathen. All this shews that if we are to have 
our own sense of Christ’s perpetual Presence con- 
firmed we must look beyond our own experience 
withm to a larger experience without. Even a 
small company of ignorant Christians may be the 
means of Christ’s manifestation Browning, in his 
striking poem of " Christmas Eve,” teUs how this 
was made known to a sohtary traveller seekmg 
the hght, in the most imexpected places He learnt 
to his surprise that Christ had given a wider and 
more generous interpretation to His own words, 
“ Where two or three are gathered together there 
am I m the midst,” than he had imagined. And 
it was only as he left the humble Chapel and scanty 
congregation with which he had grown so im- 
patient that he learnt that Christ had been there 
all the time The poem reminds us that our own 
prejudices and the pnde with which we regeird 
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those who axe worshipping with us may lead to 
our missmg Him, not seeing Him though He is 
present 

The Church is the Body and He dwells therein as 
well as in the individual He dwells within the whole 
as in the part , indeed, the part because it belongs to 
the whole. He is corporate as well as single And the 
image that combmes both thoughts is that of the 
Vine, all the branches being dependent on the stem 
as also on one another The Chnst-consciousness 
winch was everything to a Christian m the first 
days could, then, only be preserved and could only 
grow through constant fellowship with the Body It 
depended not only on the power and working of 
the Spirit singly, but corporately, i e on a constant 
supply of those blessings which the Body supphed 
Often a Christian traveUmg in the Empire would find 
his sense of Chnst’s compamonship blurred because 
he was sohtary, as S Paul found when he was alone 
at Athens waiting for his friends ; and then m com- 
pany with his friends it would be quickened. The 
Church IS the means our Lord has provided for 
mamtaimng, developmg and deepemng the sense 
of His Presence. 

But this being granted, in what ways does the 
Church develop the formation of that Christ image 
which is the object of His union with us The 
answer is that just as God in His care for His 
creatures has provided m their environment those 
four great blessmgs of hght, air, heat and water, 
without which they could not hve, still less 
grow, so Chnst has provided m the Church those 
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foTir great essentials, without which man's union 
with Christ cannot be effective They are. His 
Presence, which is to the soul what the air is to 
the body. His Truth, which to the Christian is 
what the sunshine is to the flower. His Grace 
which quickens man’s spiritual energies as the 
water refreshes the parched ground. His Fellowship 
with the faithful which warms man’s cold nature as 
the sun’s heat the cold earth. 

I. Hts Presence It is not easy in a world that 
presses on us from every side to heheve in Christ’s 
daily, hourly union with us At times it seems 
so undeserved as to be mcredible Yet we badly 
need it, for our own resources constantly fail us, 
and OUT judgments of men and things are so often 
mistaken So in simple words we say , 

“ O let me feel Thee near me. 

The world is ever near 
I see the sights that dazzle. 

The tempting sounds I hear 

" My foes are ever near me 
Around me and withm. 

But Jesus draw Thou nearer 
And shield my soul from sm.” 

But where can we best reahze His Presence ? 
A cnsis may reveal it, a sharp trouble may bring 
it home to us, but ordinarily we find it in fellowship 
with the Church For there is a promise which 
attests it — “ Where two or three are gathered 
together, there am I in the midst ” It may be 
that we have been so earned away by the immensity 
of the Umverse and our own feeble insignificance 
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that we almost doubt whether the faith of the 
Apostles in God’s immediate personal care for them 
can be true, and entermg some humble Mission 
Church we are led by the simple words of the 
preacher and by the prayers of the people to a 
reahzation of Christ’s Presence so strong and 
personal that not only the ugly building but the 
way home seems irradiated with hght 

Walking, as the law of our hfe compels us, by 
faith and not by sight, we are sure to meet times of 
darkness when the path is not visible or days of mist 
when all is cold, dreary and confused We need 
therefore the assurance that the Church gives us 
in so many different ways, that we are parts of a 
great whole, citizens of the City of the Livmg 
God, members of the Assembly of the First Bom, 
registered in Heaven, very members of-the mystical 
Body of Christ, and that He dwells within us even 
when we have no feehng that we dwell in Him As a 
boy, on going back to his old school, feels the old 
espnt de corps in him, or the patriot, on going into 
S Paul’s Cathedral or Westmmster Abbey, as he 
looks at the memorials of the great and good 
feels the old country behind him, so the Christian, as 
he joins in the old famihar prayers and hymns, 
reahzes that the Cathohc Church, with its great 
King, is supporting him. He feels he is enveloped 
with a great clou^ of witnesses and, being caught m 
the fire of the Mighty Presence that permeates them, 
goes on his way rejoicing 

II. Truth. As the Church supphes the air for 
our souls to breathe so she gives hght by the 
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revelation of the Truth The Churchman has the 
Truth which the great compan of souls professed, 
and for which many of them died, and even if he 
at times fails to see its reasonableness and fine 
proportions, he comforts himself with the thought 
that such times are only occasional, hke cloudy days 
in a fair land, and that he would rather be rmstaken 
with the wisest and best of every land and generation 
than be amongst the selfish world-sceptics. So flunk- 
ing, even in the dark times he feels a Presence, ]ust as 
we see the effects of sunlight when we fail to see the 
sim For the Church is the PiEar of Cloud for us as 
we march in the darkness But such times, though 
distressing, are not normal Our fellowship with 
Christ, Who is the Truth, and our illumination by 
His Spint, the Spirit of Truth, gives us possession 
of the Truth. But here we need just that large 
conception of the Truth the Church gives us We 
are all too apt, especially if we know Him and He 
knows us, to suppose that that particular character 
of Christ which our experiences have unfolded is the 
whole Truth. It is, of course, the Truth to us, a 
Truth bound up with innumerable events m our 
own hfe and therefore unshakable But it is only 
a very small part that we see That He is loving, 
good, and very compassionate, we are sure, but this 
IS not unlike the knowledge the disciples had of 
Him in Gahlee, a knowledge they describe as 
“ after the flesh," founded on all those many 
gracious acts which He •’had shown m the* days of 
His Flesh But bemg what He is. He is necessarily 
not only related to our little life at this present 

M 
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time, but to tbe life of humamty for all time, and 
wherever the Truth has revealed itself in history He 
is the source from Whom it comes Now we must 
study this truth in order that we may grow up into 
it, and it is in the Church we find it. For the Church 
is the assembly of the Saints, i e the best people of 
aU ages and of all times, and its corporate opinion is 
not only that of the wisest and most righteous, but 
that of the Spirit of Christ which dwells within the 
Church This truth is expressed in her worship, her 
creeds and her traditions, and it is by patient 
observation of what we find that our knowledge of 
Him grows fuller and deeper 

(a) Worship We specially need help here, for 
worship IS the response we make to His mdwelhng 
Presence We are constantly finding that to admire 
rightly needs education Nature, Art and Music 
are aU His expressions, all give a sense of His 
Presence, Truth and Beauty But we know that 
our sense of Beauty needs developing, correcting, 
nounshmg by scenes, pictures and books , we must 
be led into its presence, find time to dwell there and 
so let its power lay its spell upon us. Nature 
supphes one help and the Church another Some 
may smile on being told that they can best be 
educated m a sense of the beautiful through 
the Church. And yet it is doubtful whether Art- 
or Music have reached greater heights than m the 
pictures of the great Church artists, or in the 
Oratorios and Masses of the leading Church musi- 
cians. And the debt we owe to Christian poets like 
Wordsworth, Browmng, Tennyson, Keble and some 
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of otir h5nmi ■writers for appreciation of Nature is 
incalculable. And who does not feel grateful for 
the education and uplifting influence which he 
has attained through the unconscious influence of 
the Church’s services. If we have been led to some 
sense of the beauty of Truth and the inspiration 
of Worship it IS to the Church we owe it. The loss 
those, to whom Christ’s indwellmg is the only 
essential fact of existence, have expenenced in not 
filhng out their experience with the riches of the 
Church IS mcalculable. In losmg the sense of 
Christ’s Beauty they have obscured His love. 

(6) The creeds and tradtUons We are also helped 
intellectually by the larger and fuller truth the 
Church gives us in her Creeds. Sometimes our 
prejudices so exaggerate one side of truth as to give 
an entirely distorted image of Christ ; without 
knowing it, we are constantly worshipping a Chnst 
of our o'wn creation, true in some particulars, but 
largely false. The Church by her Creeds hfts us out 
of this poor conception and enables us to see some- 
thing bigger And we feel the exhilaration a man 
experiences when he reads some poem or book which 
enlarges the character of his friend. This Person, 
Whom we know so well on the human side. Who 
has shared our experiences, kno'wn our trials, 
S3nnpathised with us m our sorrows, wonderfully 
gmded and directed our paths, Wxxo has been found 
by experience to be to us what He was to His 
friends and coimtless others m Galilee, Who as 
Man was tempted in all points hke as we are, 
needs no humanitarian basis such as is given 
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by certain umtanan books to make us feel that 
He Who dwells within us is very Man. The Gospels, 
taken in their natural sense as the Church has 
interpreted them, and supported by the facts of 
hfe, convmce us of that , but what we need to 
be assured of is that this amazingly natural and 
human hfe, hved for the most part m a carpenter’s 
cottage, IS God's hfe. Useless to say it was as near 
God’s hfe as a human hfe filled with God can be. 
That nearness is not sufficient. I cannot tell from it 
what the God Who made me is hke, because He is 
God and J esus is only God-inspired man He remains 
the ultimate, absolute Unknown, and Jesus, the 
best of men, but as far from me now as Socrates, 
Buddha or any other great teacher, inspiring me only 
as Shakespeare or Browning inspire me. That does 
not suffice me m the conflict of hfe*" It is not 
occasional mspiration I want, not the memory of 
gallant deeds done and great words said , blessed 
as they are, they are not personal and compelling, 
nor immediate enough for the temptations of pnnci- 
pahties and powers and the lustful attractions of 
the world. I want to be penetrated through and 
through by a Divme Person, Who is as human as I 
am, WTio knows from personal expenence what 
life on the earth really means, but Who is also 
God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very 
God, of one substance with the Father Such 
words assure me that the Humanity I treasure, 
which is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh, is 
also m the very heart of God, incomprehensible in 
bemg illnmtable, but also Ommpotent in holding 



LIVE IN ENVIRONMENT PROVIDED 157 

all things m the hollow of His Hand. Having seen 
the Christ I have seen the Father with Whom He 
IS one At the same time I can sing 

“ O most blessed Light Divme, 

Shme within these hearts of thine ; 

And our inmost hang fill , 

Where Thou art not man hath nought, 
Nothmg good in deed or thought, 

Nothmg free from tamt of lU." 

For the truth I need is the Immensity of Christ, 
filling all nature and in some pecuharly human way 
filhng human nature, my nature — and the Humanity 
of Christ, understanding all nature and in some 
intimate way, my own human nature And this is 
what the Church asserts and has always beheved. 

Ill Grace. Air, hght and then there is water, 
that IS the third element of environment needful 
for the sustenance of created hfe As the Presence 
of God and knowledge are needful, so now grace is 
seen to he needful for that spiritual environment 
apart from which our fellowship with Christ may 
he a mere name 

Fellowship without grace is hke friendship 
without touch, without conversation and, above aU, 
that mysterious something which links friend with 
fnend There is in friendship at the best moments 
an inner embrace of soul with soul, a flashmg of 
spirit from eye to eye, a secret understandmg which 
words would spoil and action would coarsen, by 
which the two know they are one What it is, how 
produced, none can tell, but in that mutual passage 
of hfe from one to the other, which m its umon 
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emits a light and a warmth by which friendship 
grows, union is reahzed. 

Something of this kind we understand by grace, 
a real vital movement of hfe from Chnst to the 
disciple, met by the disciple’s adoring faith and 
love. We call it Grace, for Grace is always gracious- 
ness. The healing of Christ was a remarkable 
effect of grace , hearing, sight, strength were 
incomparable blessings in themselves, but what was 
still better was the graciousness of Him from Whom 
they came. Had they been the effect of a magician’s 
wand or a mesmerist’s touch they would have lost 
most of their value. It was one thing to be cured, 
qmte another to be cured by Him. And He always 
tried to rouse men to realize that Where there was 
no adoring faith, i e no hkehhood of response. He 
could not heal His graciousness, the beauty that 
irradiated from His Presence, the ]oy that He had 
in making the sufferer well, the tender look of 
infinite love which flashed forth from His eyes, 
the expression of that wonderful Personohty, “ full 
of grace,” all concentrated for the moment on the 
sufferer, aroused his love, and with that awakened 
love, union was realized Now this has been largely 
forgotten, and grace, separated from graciousness, 
divorced from its old original meamng, has become 
hke a charm, or ^ sort of spiritual chemical force, 
depending for its efficacy not on its Giver but on 
something inherent in itself, and the Giver has been 
lost m the gift. This might seem impossible were it 
not for the records of history, which shew with what 
superstitious feehng the great Gift of Chnst has 
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been regarded by some, doubtless largely due to the 
fact that the service m which it was enshrined was 
in language umnteUigible, as in the Latm Mass, or 
the graciousness has been lost through hurry and 
formahty When our Lord saw there was danger 
of this, as in the case of one poor woman who, being 
healed, was going away without any sense of His 
graciousness. He at once called attention to it and 
estabhshed personal touch with her, though at the 
time He was being pressed by Jairus to go with 
him to his home But though that danger is largely 
passing away, it may be feared that with all of us 
the graciousness of Christ is in danger of bemg 
forgotten in the grace It is the sense of that 
graciousness which awakens human love and pro- 
duces that sense of personal umon which is of such 
inestimable- value Not that we are to expect our 
sense of it to be always the same, or that the blessmg 
of the Sacrament depends upon our consciousness 
of it, but rather that an Act of Faith in Him Who 
gives Himself, in love and graciousness to us His 
insignificant creatures, does make a profound 
difference not only at the time but afterwards. We 
have come in obedience to the invitation, " O taste 
and see how gracious the Lord is,” and return to 
our homes thankful. 

IV. FellowsMp The air of God’s Presence, the 
hght of Christ’s knowledge, the grace of His love are 
the ways by which our Chnst-consciousness is 
deepened, but there still remains one other means by 
which this work must be perfected, that of fellow- 
ship. We know by experience how the friends of our 



i6o THE GREAT REALITY 

fnend help us m the reahzation of his friendship 
They tell us stones of his kindness, vat and tact , they 
shew us his gifts, explain his ways, quicken our 
interest. Their fellowship warms and heartens us, for 
it brings him still nearer So the fellowship of the 
Church wonderfully helps our knowledge of Christ. 
Through it we learn, not what He is or has been 
to patriarchs, prophets and Apostles, but what He 
is to those hving our own hfe, busy with our own 
concerns, sharmg our own pursuits In numberless 
ways, to the world tnfling enough as other acts of 
fnendship are, they confirm His dealings with us. We 
find that He is an ever-present Saviour to them as He 
has been and is to us Answers to prayers, inter- 
ventions, gmdance on particular occasions, removal 
of obstacles, suggestions, helps, comforts, all these 
they know, and in our fellowship with them we are 
heartened and encouraged We learn to know what 
is “ the fellowship of the Holy Ghost,” for not only 
has He made us one with Christ, but one with those 
who are “ in Christ.” We look back and wonder 
at the friendships that are ours From school-days 
to middle hfe and beyond there remain the same 
faithful names, increasingly dear to us, bound to 
us, not by similarity of tastes, or mutual gifts, or 
kmdnesses rendered, but by the fact that we all 
share a common life in Christ and a common 
devotion to His Pefson. There are few gifts greater 
than this that the Church has given us, or gifts for 
which we ought to be more thankful, for in them 
the Presence of Christ is mamfesting itself. When 
we have doubts as to His work in ourselves, we 
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are assured by watching His work in others Widely 
different as they may be in country, position, 
intellect and gifts, these differences only bnng out 
more clearly the reahty of His Presence. The 
servant who waits upon us, the friend who shares 
our innermost thoughts, the teacher who leads us 
forward, the shopkeeper with whom we trade, the 
lawyer who transacts our business, the doctor who 
heals us, manifest very different gifts, but we see 
them all related to Him in Whom they are living 
Whence this wisdom, we ask, this patience, this 
bright wit and humour, this practical common 
sense, this beauty, this dehcate courtesy, this faith, 
this knowledge ^ How is it these are pervaded by 
a mysterious unselfishness which has no thought of 
display or self-advertisement ? And then we 
remember the words in which S Paul explamed 
similar phenomena, "It is a manifestation of the 
Spirit of Jesus ” 

" There are varieties of talents. 

But the same Spirit. 

There are varieties of service. 

But the same Spmt, 

There are varieties of effects, 

But the same Spirit." 

and each receives his mamfestation for the common 
good We know and see clearly that He is at work 
in others, and as we know also that there is no 
respect of persons with Him, that we are all 
equally dear, we are convmced through our 
fellowship with them, through their love and 
affection for us, that He is to us what He is to them 
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and IS working out our salvation as He is theirs ; 
and as we are assured by Him that we cannot do 
without those very members of the body which 
are considered “ less honourable ” — ^so we know 
He cannot do without us 
Now I hope from all this that we have seen that 
the Chnst-consciousness does not depend wholly 
on the personal secret experience that the soul has 
with Christ, but on the whole Body of which he is 
but a smgle member There are many who have 
a most real and intimate fellowship with Christ, 
who would deny this. They would say, “ My life 
in Christ I derive from Christ, and from Christ alone " 
But these forget how much they owe to the Bible, 
which IS the Church’s book, to friends who are the 
Church's members, and they do not reahze they are 
contenting themselves with a lower stature than the 
fulness of Christ, which S Paul declares to be His 
Body, The very difficulties the Body presents may 
be the means by which Christ is striving to raise 
us out of ourselves into a fuller and larger con- 
sciousness of Himself The consciousness of the 
Presence of Christ in the Universal Church of God, 
or in that branch to which we belong, may at 
times be weak, but the objective fact of His living, 
moving and acting within her remains strong and 
stable, and consequently her means of grace are 
always to be rehed upon The Great Reality never 
fails corporately or smgly, the Gates of Hell can 
never successfully assail that ; it still remains 
true So pressing close to the Word, the services, the 
grace, the fellowship, the Presence she offers, we 
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shall find that our hold on Him is growmg stronger, 
more real and certain, and the vision of Him, in 
Whom we live and move and have our being 
becomes ever larger and more glorious 

But our consciousness of the blessings that come 
to us through the Church must not blind us to the 
danger of allowing our faith in the Church to lessen 
our individual efforts of faith in Christ In the 
world of grace as in the world of nature, whilst it 
IS true that our productiveness depends on another 
rather than ourselves, yet it is equally true that 
our part, small as it is, is as necessary as God’s 
part As the coal thrown into the fire cannot emit 
heat by itself, smce its hfe must be joined with the 
hfe of the air before we can be warmed ; so within 
the Church the hfe of the soul must embrace the 
hfe of Christ if men are to be fired by our religion. 

There is a tendency amongst many members of 
the Church to enjoy its shelter and protection 
without participation in Christ Christ to them, 
with His adventurous hfe and readmess to suffer , 
with His constant appeals to man to dare much, 
to hve dangerously and to lose all, is a Person Whose 
intimate acquaintance they fear, just as a selfish man 
might fear an interview with S Francis, or a cowardly 
man a talk with Gordon, or a lazy man an hour 
with a keen-headed missionary hke Patteson, or 
a hypocrite a discussion with Socrates In a dim 
way they know they must penetrate through 
the Church’s mimstry to Christ, but they-'are afraid 
at what they may find, so they take the easier way, 
throw themselves on the Church, fulfil their obhga- 
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tions and hope that as it is the Body of Christ it 
may avail in the last great peril They are like the 
hermit crab of which Professor Drummond tells us. 
Shirking the rough and dangerous life which belongs 
to the crab, and by which it develops its serviceable 
coat of mail, this lazy creature makes its home in 
the habitation of the molluscs that lie around it 
But this choice of an easy, sheltered life leads to 
deterioration and the loss of individuality The 
hermit crab has forfeited, we are told, to some 
extent its place in the animal scale So those who 
abide in the Church, but fear to abide m Christ, 
gradually lose their opportunities of reaching per- 
fection, sink in the scale of human beings and fade 
away into nothingness, From him that hath not 
shall be taken away even that which he hath If 
then we are to keep the grandeur and fruitfulness of 
abiding in Christ, we must beware of the deadly 
sin of parasitism, of leaning on the Body of Christ 
for shelter and comfort , of seeking to obtain all 
the blessings of the Christian faith whilst ignoring 
its necessary conditions ; of enjoying the position 
of being a Churchman without personal conscious- 
ness of that tremendous and awful privilege of 
friendship with the Son of God. 



CHAPTER XI 

LOVE AND BE SECURE 

T he importance of Christ’s indweUing Presence 
cannot be overestimated. Present and future 
alike depend upon it But how can we be sure that 
it is ours ? The Sacraments, especially Holy 
Communion do, as we say, assure us of God’s 
“ favour and goodness towards us ; and that we 
are very members incorporate m the mystical 
body ” of Christ They do testify clearly and 
effectually to God’s exceeding great love to us, 
but they are necessarily dependent on power 
to receive them, and cannot assure where there is 
no faith. There are, it is to be feared, many to 
whom even the reception of the Body and Blood 
of Christ bring no certamty of Christ’s Friendship. 
But the Word of God gives us an additional assur- 
ance in the witness of S. John After statmg that 
everyone who loves knows that he has passed out 
of death into life, he goes further and urges us to 
make that love real, “ let us put our love not mto 
words or into talk but into deeds, and make it real, 
thus it is we may be sure that we belong to the Truth, 
are children of the Great Reahty and reassure our- 
selves whenever our hearts condemn us ” (i John 
iu, i8, 19. Moffatt.) There it IS quite plainly stated. 
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If we wish to know whether we belong to the King- 
dom of Reahty our love wiU teU us, for love is of 
God, and he that loveth is bom of God 

But this love must be real and after the measure 
of Christ We are accustomed to estimate love as 
we see it amongst our friends The amiable man 
or woman is one who is kindly and unselfish with 
their friends They may express themselves strongly 
about foreigners, ahens and coloured people, but 
so long as they are kindly with the people they 
know, they, and we too, are not much concerned. 
But this love, our Lord says exphcitly, is not 
Christian love “ If ye love them which love you, 
what thank have ye, for even sinners do the 
same But love your enemies and do them 
good, and lend never despairing, and your reward 
shall be great and ye shall be sons of the Most High, 
for He IS kind toward the unthankful and evil ” 
Now such a love seems impossible for most people. 
They are ready to help their neighbours, to see that 
they have justice, but to love them is out of their 
power. Love, they say, is spontaneous and free 
and is nothing if it is not so It is a feehng called 
out by something that we see in the person we love, 
their beauty, their grace, their unselfishness, and 
is seldom given unless there is some hkelihood of 
response But the^tranger, the foreigner, the enemy, 
who instead of evoking our regard annoys us, 
excites our dislike and arouses our enmity — ^how 
can we Icve them ^ Love is a name we give to a 
feehng aroused in us by certain quahties and hatred 
is the feehng aroused by qualities of the opposite 
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kind. How, then, is it possible to love at the sajne 
time persons of opposite quahties ? That is what 
we feel, and if our assurance of belonging to Christ 
depends on that, then we must do without it 

Now the only answer possible to such natural 
reasoning is that the thmg has been done The 
disposition to hate the enemy and dislike the 
foreigner, to oppress the weak and bully the slave 
was, when our Lord came, much stronger than 
to-day and was more widespread Even Plato 
congratulates the Athemans on their bitter hatred 
of the Persians, as, had he hved m our time, he 
might have congratulated the Germans on their 
hatred of Great Britain Selfishness was 
“ approved, sheltered and even in part enjoined 
by morahty " So far from bemg looked upon as a 
sm it was almost a part of moral philosophy and 
essential to true patriotism And yet m spite of 
this prevailing temper, a new passion for Humanity, 
for it was nothing less than that, awakened, and 
not long after our Lord left the earth, we find one 
Christian wntmg to a friend on the return of his 
runaway slave, that in sending him back he was 
parting with his very heart, that he is no longer a 
mere slave, but something more than a slave, a 
beloved brother (Ep to Philemon) , and another who 
had been taught to regard the heathen as unclean 
dogs, tellmg his friends that he had learned no longer 
to regard anyone as common , and another, in the 
act of bemg stoned, begging God to forgive his mur- 
derers. And these men were Jews, perhaps the most 
cordial haters of those who did not belong to their 
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nation that the world has seen. As a race they were 
credited with every crime that race passion could 
stimulate. Now these lovers of humanity were not 
rare examples but typical of an increasing body 
of men and women of the same race, who not 
only had got rid of their hereditary and natural ani- 
mosities, but were fired with such an enthusiasm for 
man as man that they dared all, even at the risk of 
penalties, prison and death, if only they might save 
some and bring them into the Kingdom of Love 
How then was this temper produced ? How 
was it that men of other races, customs and thoughts, 
whom they would naturally have distrusted and 
dishked, not only became interesting to them but 
the objects of affection and esteem ? It was not 
by reasoning They were not moved to this dis- 
interested passion by remembering that God had 
made of one blood all nations to dwell on the earth, 
nor by learning that they had great intellectual 
and artistic gifts ; they were not drawn to them 
by the consideration that they were well disposed 
and had much to contribute to their poor Church 
or because it was the proper and high-minded thing 
to be magnammous and generous. No amount of 
reasoning can kill race prejudice, foreign animosities 
or class feehng Argument has not sufficient power 
for a task so gigantic as this, nor was authority, 
even the authority of Christ Himself, strong enough 
to replace chilly indifference by warm cordiahty, or 
bitter hatred by spontaneous love Love can never 
be forced, nor will it act simply on bemg told it 
ought to act. 
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No, the love of self, which is the ground of the 
trouble, must be overcome by a love mightier than 
itself And this was found m the love these men had 
for Christ, a passion so strong as to dominate self, 
so effective as to change self. We know that a 
man’s passionate devotion to his wife may change 
his whole f eelmg for her parents and for the members 
of her family Once they were dishked and avoided, 
now they are cared for and welcomed. So this 
new passion for Christ changed the whole f eehng of 
His disciples for the race, of which He was the 
leader. For the race was His Family. He loved 
every member of it and died for it. What then 
He had cleansed by His Blood no one could dare 
call common So as His great Apostle wrote, 
“ That in Christ there can be no differences, no room 
for Jew or Greek, no room for bond or free, no room 
for male and female, you are all one m Christ Jesus " 
(Gal 111, 28 Mofifatt ) “ It matters no longer what 

quahties men may exhibit, amiable or unamiable * 
as the brethren of Christ, as belonging to His sacred 
and consecrated kind, as the objects of His love 
in hfe and death, they must be dear to all to whom 
He IS dear. . . . And as the lover of his country 
is free from the temptation to treason, so is he 
who loves Christ secure from the temptation to 
injure any human bemg whether it be himself or 
another. He is indeed much more than this. He 
is bound and he is eager to benefit and bless to the 
utmost of his power all that bear his ^Master's 
nature and that not merely with the good gifts 
of the earth but with whatever cherishes and trams 
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best the Chnst withm them ” (“ Ecce Homo,” 

Seeley, p, 157 ) He loves not in word or tongue 
but in deed and reahty. Now it is this very 
feelmg which prompts him and gives him assurance 
when his heart condemns him For he recogmzes 
that this is no natural feehng within him , he is 
actmg against earth-bom and natural feelings , his 
fnends cannot account for this unreasonable be- 
haviour, but he knows he is prompted by the Spirit 
of Chnst. For that is how Chnst felt He loved the 
hated Samantans and did what He could to make 
them feel that they were the objects of His affec- 
tion ' He cared for and greatly blessed the de- 
graded S3n’o-Phcenician He praised the Roman 
soldier : He converted, so tradition runs, the 
African who earned his Cross He rebuked this 
race prejudice when He found it amongst His 
disciples. "Ye know not what spint ye are of," He 
said, as though they had forgotten in the heat of 
the moment the prmciples He was trying to implant 
in them But let us remember such feelmg was 
qmte unknown at that time It was a new thing, 
of heaven and not of earth So when the Christian 
is depressed by reason of his sins and infirmities and 
wonders whether he can ever hope to see the 
Kmgdom of God, this care for man as man, this 
enthusiasm for humamty, this love for the wretched 
and degraded reassures him If his heart condemns 
him he feels by this extraordinary interest and 
affection he has towards those whom others con- 
sider utterly unattractive, the Presence of Chnst 
dwelling withm him, and he feels that this larger 
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love which has come to him, he knows not how, is 
a truer test, a more correct measure of his condition 
than the things which witness against him. It 
makes him feel that God is greater than his heart 
and knows all things, knows that he is a true child 
of Chnst and has attained somethmg of His mind. 
For this IS real love which is absolutely disinterested 
and looks not for the “ selfish sweets of love ” 

Now all this makes it plain that it is only through 
the indwelhng of Chnst, through His intimate 
fnendship that we can really benefit our neighbours. 
The endeavour to make men more honest, straight- 
forward and industnous, to make them in fact better 
citizens, in order that by their efforts they may 
advance the progress of humamty, this endeavour 
IS always breaking down Either by a too sensitive 
compassion for man’s weakness these helpers soften 
his moral fibre, or through insistence on the necessity 
of being 3 ust they keep themselves aloof from his need. 
The study of moral conditions is, of course, necessary, 
and the persistent effort to improve them must be 
the constant aim of the Church, but it is not in 
these ways that man has been uphfted in the past 
or can be uplifted in the future. It is by every 
Christian worker recalling his early devotion to 
Chnst and Chnst’s devotion to him that he can 
hope to be a reafiy effective instrument m amehora- 
ting the condition of his fellow men. It is this love of 
Chnst that has made the great missionanes Even 
if we cannot ascnbe to Francis Xavier the beautiful 
h5niLn . 
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My God, I love Thee ; not becattse 
I hope for heaven thereby. 

Nor yet because who love Thee not 
Are lost eternally. 

Not from the hope of gaimng aught. 

Not seeking a reward , 

But as Thyself hast loved me, 

O ever lovmg Lord.” 

we know that that was his feehng and that it led 
him to be one of the greatest missionaries in the 
world Men do not leave their comfortable homes 
and face perpetual discomfort, do not change a 
healthy chmate for one that breeds fever, do not leave 
dear friends who are everything to them for people 
whose language, habits and customs are strange, 
merely because they have an interest in humanity, 
but because they love Christ and long to make Him 
known. So too men hke Wilberforce, Shaftesbury 
and Howard, and women hke Sarah Martin, 
Elizabeth Fry and Elhce Hopkins did not give up 
their opportumties in society, and their gaieties 
to devote themselves to the needs of the slave, 
the oppressed, the pnsoner and the weak only 
because they wished the race to be better, but 
because Christ had stirred in their hearts through 
His mdweUmg an extraordinary pity for the 
wretched. FiUed with love for Him, they laboured 
to express His grfeat compassion and His generous 
bounty for all who were in trouble. It is, of course, 
a good thing when men are animated by the force 
of His example, when they are stimulated by the 
thought of all He did to make great ventures for 
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tte well-being of all men, that all may have equal 
opportumty and that the weak and feeble shoTild 
be specially cared for But for most men example 
by itself IS no match for the strange and cruel 
indifference and opposition which care for the 
helpless always awakens. Those who would find 
not only success but ]oy m their unselfish enterprise 
must carry Christ with them, feel His warm love 
and efficient power withm them. So doing, they 
not only give larger room to the Christ within them 
but arouse a hke desire for His Presence m those 
to whom they minister. 



CHAPTER XII 


THE WAY OF EXPERIENCE 

TX7R have seen the Vision Splendid to which 
V V Chnst desires to bring us, and we see, too, 
in our own hves how far He has brought us, the 
body gradually put into its right place as servant, 
the mind recognized by many and many a painful 
experience as beset by limitations, and therefore 
needing contact with the Eternal if it is to yield 
permanent fruit that may abide , the spirit with 
its sense of etermty as its home, of love as its 
power and God as its Fnend, gradually mounting 
up on wings and proving its- innate superiority It 
only remains to show as best we can that the view 
taken is practical, that the Friendship of Christ and 
His mdwelhng are not spiritual facts too high for 
our work-a-day world, but are really the inspiration 
of all the good and effective work in the world And 
having been brought so far we are helped by the 
assurance that He must continue His work and 
bnng us to the perfection He has designed of body 
and mind filled out and ordered by His Spirit. 

Now it IS the object of the Church to emphasize 
this, to Jay stress as she has always done on the 
Forgiveness of Sm, the Resurrection of the Body 
and the Life to come, these being the great facts 
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that concern the perfection of humanity. Men 
must reahze the greatness of their destmy and the 
inadequacy of human powers to attain such great- 
ness, that as body could not produce mmd, nor 
imnd produce spirit, so the spiritual man, whom 
the Bible describes as a new creation, must be 
the result of some special Divine care, the care 
of the mdwelhng Christ So this subject has 
always been regarded as of supreme importance, 
having the promise of the hfe that now is and of 
that which is to come And yet it is not easy to 
make men sensible of it S Paul uses the strongest 
word he knew, that of “ wresthng,” to describe the 
effort he was always makmg to brmg it home to 
the minds of men Thus, writing to the Colossians 
a few years before he was martyred, after speaking 
of his appointment by God to make the fulness 
of the truth clearly known, he describes that truth 
as being that of the .Indwelhng Christ For only 
through the knowledge that men had of Christ 
being in them as the hope of glory, could he expect 
to fulfil his mission of bringing every man into the 
Presence of God made perfect through Christ No, 
it was not an easy matter. Even m days when 
miracles and mamfestations of the Spirit abounded, 
and when the Resurrection of Christ was withm 
human recoEection, it called for special exertion. 
The Apostle teUs us he used all the strength he had 
m rehance on the power of Him Who was imghtily 
at work within him, to brmg home that truth which 
was the root of their perfection — " Christ m you 
the hope of glory.” 
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But if it was not easy then, with the help of those 
who had seen Christ and could testify by miracles 
to His power, it is still more difficult in these days 
when the mamfestation of the Spirit of Christ 
IS not plainly discerned. But one thmg is clear. 
If it is through experience rather than reasoning, 
through the testimony of facts rather than argument, 
that this mysterious but all-important truth is to 
be made known, we have still much at our command. 
The Church m all its teaching, whether in the home, 
the Sunday School or the pulpit, lays most stress 
on the reasonableness of what it commends. But 
though that aspect of truth is, of course, highly 
important, the question always uppermost with 
the hearer is, “ Does it work ? Is it effective "> 
And any story that shews that it is, at once gives 
it fresh interest. The assertion that " faith without 
works is dead ” is true m a larger sense than 
S. James intended The faith of any truth we are 
commending remains cold and barren till it is seen 
translated into action. Then we feel it may be 
possible. “ Some one has hved it, why not our- 
selves ? ” 

Lest, then, what this book has urged should be 
felt to be too remote for the ordinary man, I have, 
m suggesting how it may be taught, given illustra- 
tions of its effectiveness in the lives of others, 
selectmg in the ream those who are busy m the 
affairs of the world. 

I. First, it must be taught early, and the earlier 
the better’. But here with little children it will be 
difficult to supply the lesson we are teaching with 



WAY OF EXPERIENCE 177 

illustrations from actual experience. It would not 
be weU and might only develop the natural tendency 
to pnggishness inborn m all of us, if stones from 
child life were given And it is the less necessary as 
children have no drfi&culty m re aliz ing the Fnend- 
ship of Chnst. Now, as during His lifetime on earth, 
they respond quickly to all they hear of Christ’s 
love and are quick to reahze His nearness and His 
readmess to bless them The important matter is 
to make by picture and story the Christ they see 
and hear an ever-present reality, to make it plain 
that though He hves m the heaven above He also 
hves on the earth below, ministering to infants and 
young children, boys and girls There is still a fee- 
ing with parents and teachers, as there was among 
His j&rst disciples, that He is too great and too 
busy to be occupied with the chatter and tnviahties 
of dbildren. So with growmg hfe He becomes more 
remote, more like a Master than a Mother, like 
a Pohceman than a Fnend. The sense of His 
compamonship is lost when they need it. 

It was agamst this Lord Home raised his voice 
in his address at the Edinburgh Congress. "You 
know,” he said, " how children make heroes of 
people and how these people’s actions and words 
influence them WeU, why should not our Lord be 
then hero ? Was He not brave enough ? Was He 
not kmd enough ? Was He nol? powerful enough ? 
Was He so unhke us that He never had to go through 
anything hke our temptations ? Was there so 
httle human nature iil Hun that He never experi- 
enced moments of depression and weakness? He 
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stands aU these tests. . . Cannot we teU them that 

if they treat onr Lord as a fnend and companion and 
ask Him to help them in their plight that it won’t 
make them soft and unsportsmanhke ^ Yes, we can 
tell them that with truth, for we know that the people 
we have met in our hves who have treated our Lord 
as their compamon and helper have always been 
the happiest, the most helpful and the bravest 
people we have known. . Let us, then, hang 
over their beds a reproduction of some beautiful 
picture of our Lord hanging on the Cross and under 
it a hne, ‘ If ye shall ask anything in My Name 
I will give it you,’ and below the familiar lines . 

‘ Faint not nor fear. His arms are near. 

He changeth not and thou art dear ; 

Only beheve and thou shaft see 
That Christ is all m all to thee ’ 

In that way,” he said, “ children would be 
persuaded that our Lord was with them all the time 
and that they need fear nothing when they go out 
into the world, for He wiU help them to make 
thousands of lives happy " 

David Livingstone had the same conviction. 
Writing to his httle daughter, Anna Mary, for 
Christmas, he says, " This is Christmas season, in 
which our Lord was bom. . . . That Saviour must 
be your friend and He will be if you ask Him so to 
be.” 

That such teaching may bear wonderful fruit is 
shewn by the touching confession Bishop Boyd 
Carpenter made late m life. I give it here as in it 
he emphasizes its very early begmnmgs . 
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“ I wonder whether I can teU the story of a 
friendship which has been mine and which lies hke 
the scenery of the stage unchanged It is like the 
sky, which is always there no matter what scenes 
have been enacted below It has been hke my own 
identity, which is the same whether my years were 
few or many. I can hardly tell when it began, but 
it must have been when I was very young that 
I first became aware of this friendship. Early, 
very early, the feehng of a comradeship to which 
I might turn came to me. ' Thine own fnend and 
thy father’s fnend forsake not,’ wrote the wise 
man of the East. And as I look back upon this 
friendship, which so gently and gradually disclosed 
itself to me, I feel that it was always personal to 
me, yet there was, at least m spmt, an inherited 
fnendship. . . . He said to me, ' There is a path 
which can gratify desire, but there is a path m 
which you can be helpful, the choice is before you, 
and the choice must be yours,’ and so it came to 
pass, chiefly because I feared to tread the path of 
desire I chose the path He spoke of. I had learned 
to trust Him, and I did not trust myself Thus the 
whole scope of my hfe was changed I cannot say 
that any new enthusiasm possessed me for the path 
which was then chosen It was, perhaps, a dread 
of foUowmg my own way, a fear lest I should be 
swallowed up in the lower ambitions of hfe. It was 
a choice made by my wiU under the influence of a 
Fnend Whom I had learned to trust, and Whose 
Fnendship was becoming more distmct and personal 
to me.” 
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2. That then is the first stage ; the child recog- 
nizes Christ as his fnend, his prayers arc talks with 
Hun, the events of his life arc guided by Him But 
as he grows older, he needs further teaching. There 
axe fierce temptations of the flesh to be overcome, 
subtle seductions to popularity and praise of his 
fellows to be set aside, ugly thoughts that Christ’s 
friendship is a delusion to be dismissed. He is up 
against the world, the flesh and the devil. He 
leaves home and goes out into the wider world of 
school There he finds compamon-i alive with the 
spirit of adventure — ^m school, in games, and cxjfloits. 
He loves to hear of danger, brave deeds, strange 
enterprises In the history of Greece and Rome 
and m that of his own people, he is told of the grCiit 
things which were accomplished by nations small in 
numbers In the Old Testament he he.irs of 
Samson, Gideon, David and other leaders, nt>nc of 
them in any way remarkable at the beginning, but 
becoming real heroes in later life Then lie leai ns the 
secret, that it was when the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon them that these Jews were so successful, 
and it was when He left them that they became like 
other people This is the time to make boys 
famihar with the great hfe of S Paul. Every stage 
must be made vivid, when he is prostrate in weak- 
ness as wen as when he is strong m the might of 
his Lord. They must see him, ashamed and stricken, 
on his journey to Damascus, but bold and fearlc.ss 
when proclaiming his Master m the .synagogues ; full 
of faith when healing the cripple at Lystra and 
raising the dead Eutychus to life, and resolutely calm 
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when facing the mob on the stairs at Jerusalem ; the 
only hopeful man when standing on the ship with 
great seas sweeping it fore and aft, and the one 
serene person when kneeling at the block to receive 
the executioner’s axe. There is no moie thrilling 
story in the world, and when it has .sunk in and 
they are led to ask how could he do w-hat he did 
and be so patient with all the pain he bore, “ dying 
daily,” then the answer is iead 3 '', in his own words, 
** I can do all things in Christ who strengthens me.” 
The indwelling Christ, then, becomes a reality It 
was not his own strength, or the power of an 
inherited courage, that cairied him thiough. He 
was “ possessed by Christ,” yet not obsessed or 
overmastcied or dominated, but inspired as the 
musician becomes inspired by the theme he com- 
poses. But S. Paul, perhaps, seems far out of 
reach, hving so long ago and being so exceptional. 
So it is well to take more modern heroes such as 
history or our own times have gi\'cn us and shew 
how the}’, too, drew their inspiration from Christ. 
But befuio doing st), it is well to take one dramatic 
incident fioin the age succeeding his to shew how 
familiar tlic thought w-as w’lth the Christians of 
that time. S. Paul has been dead for about fifty 
years and Ignatius, the Bishop of Antioch, has to 
face the same peril through w Inch S. I^aul had passed. 
He is summoned to meet the Emperor of Rome, 
who Is at Antioch at the tunc Ilcie, on the one 
hand, is a feeble old man without any resources, 
and on the other, the most powerful man in the 
Ehnpire. They meet as judge and prisoner, Ignatius 
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is presented as a rebel against Rome. He knows 
that his confession of Christianity \vill mean death, 
but he has no fear. 

“ Who are you, O ungodly one,” asks the Emperor, 
“ who art so eager to disobey our orders and per- 
suadest others to their own destruction ^ ” 

" No man,” replies the Bishop, “ can call the God 
bearer ungodly unless he meaneth that 1 ,im the 
enemy of those pagan gods wh<j fled as devils from 
the servants of God then I confess it, for I have a 
King — Christ — ^Who bungs all their counsels to 
naught ” 

“ Who is the God bearer ’ ” asked the Emperor 
” He who carries Christ in his heait ” 

“ Have we no gods whose help \vc use against 
our foes ^ ” 

“You are wrong to call the powers of the Cientilcs 
gods,” said Ignatius “ There is one God Who made 
heaven and earth and sea and all that is in them ; 
and one Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, Whose 
Kmgdom would that I might win ” 

“You mean the Crucified under Pontius Pilate ^ ” 
“ Yes, I mean Him Who crucified my sm with its 
first father and Who has thrown down all devilish 
wickedness and malice under the feet of those who 
carry them in their hearts ” 

“ Do you, then, carry Christ about within your- 
self ? ” 

“ Yes. For it is written ‘ I will dwell in them 
and will walk up and down in them ’ ” 

Then followed the sentened ol condemnation that 
Ignatius should be taken boimd to gieat Rome W- 
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be thrown to the wild beasts, a sentence he received 
with ]oy. 

Having made clear and real the p<nvcr of Christ 
within in dajN gone by, ve n<w pass to our own 
times and shew men and women of high adventurous 
spirit who will point to the same sotnee <is S Paul 
and Ignatius for the inspiration of their gieat enter- 
prises. 'Ihcre are so m.my th.it it is not easy to 
select But there are foiu names whuh would stir 
every boy and everj girl to nilmiration — Charles 
George Gordon, David Jnvingstone, M.ay Skssor 
and Flank Hullcn General Gordon might not bo 
Ctdled a saint, yet few lives wcie more entiicl}' con- 
secrated to Chi 1st than his. He w.as not a nutdel b< >y 
nor fioe from gre.it faults as a man. But he stands 
out as one of the gic.itest hiToes of our age, with 
world-wide mlluence, and lea\ mg behind him a great 
example. What w^as the seciet of his .stiength, his 
amazing courage and his power over otheis He 
writes quite simply, *' 1 feel suie that nothing but a 
complete and entire surrender of everything to 
Christ w ill av.ui He is able to fill us and to render us 
much more happy than any woildly pleasures can : 
that IS an undeniable answei But we must, after 
having given up everj thing, be patient and wait 
for the filling up ” It was “ the filimg up ” which 
inspired .such marvellous patience at Khartoum 
dining the long wait for help horn England and 
enabled him to face his death with such culm 
courage 

And now from the scfidier to the traveller. 

No life was more full of interest and adventure 
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than that of David Livingstone, who began work 
at the age of ten in the cotton mills, labouring 
fourteen hours out of the twenty-four, and yet 
finding time to leani Latin and Greek. At twenty- 
seven he began that wonderful career in Africa 
which lasted nearly thirty-five ycais and ended 
in the African forest, w'hen the great tiaveller 
was found dead, kneeling by his bed with his face 
buried m his hands He was not only a great 
missionary, a great traveller, but a gre.it emanci- 
pator, for he did more than anyone else in that 
great continent to stamp out slavery. Now what 
was the key to his life, the power that gave him 
such courage, patience and unfailing love His 
early and lifelong prayer was that he might resemble 
Christ, and all the strength of character that he 
had, all his wisdom and ability, he attributed to 
Him. “ I have been,” he wrote, “ the channel of 
Divme Power, and I pray that His gracious 
influence may penetrate me so that all that happens 
may turn to the advancement of His gracious reign 
in this fallen world ” This sense of Christ's indwell- 
ing Presence was quickened by His strong trust in 
Hun. At a time when things looked desperate, he 
said, “ It is a great venture Fever may destroy 
us all My spirit fails me when I think of my 
children dying. But w'ho will go, if wc don’t ? 
Not one I would venture everything for Christ. 
My only regret is that I have so little to give. 
But He wiU accept us for He is a good Master. 
He can sympathize May He'forgi ve, purify and bless 
us. ’ ' There was the power that lay belmid his dai in^. 
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This life, so stimulating in its interest fur buys, 
has its parallel for girls m the life of Mary Slessur 
Like David Livingstoiu' her early ycMrs wen* spent in 
a Scottish mill, and like him, .iftei ncailv turty veats 
of bticnuuus wuik she laid dim 11 her life in the 
country of hei adoption As missiuiiai^, pioneer 
and administrator in the daikest plaees oi the eaith, 
this mill girl won a f.ime and leputation which wms 
recognized both h\ Chinch and St.ite, Whence this 
singular wisdom and power that she displayed ^ It 
came thiuugh Clirist “ Lo\e foi Chiist made her a 
missionary, and like that other ihiry’ wht> was with 
Him on earth, her love constrained her to oltoi Him 
her best.” Her sense of communion with Christ 
was invincible Wdien on holiday seeking health 
after strenuous labour she comforted lieiself with the 
words, ” If the Spirit of Ilim that raised up Jesus 
from the dead dwolleth m you, He that raised up 
Christ Jesus from the dead shall quicken also your 
mortal bodies through His Spiiit tluit dwelleth m 
you ” She .ipplied these w’ords to her bodily weak- 
ness and w'lth justification, for through Christ the 
voyage, climate, food and rest had worked in her a 
miracle. She wms made well by the indwelling Pre- 
sence. So convinced w'as she of His Power that w'hen 
she was publicly prc.sented w'lth the Silver Badge 
that made her an Plonoiary Associate of the Older of 
the Hospital of S John of Jerusalem, she leplicd 
that she had been much struck that moiiung m the 
sham fight she had witnessed by the fact that the 
officer was ahvays m frohit leading and guiding, and 
then added, " If I have done anything in my life it 
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has been easy, because the Master has gone before ” 
From Mary Slessor we pass to Frank BuUen, a 
sailor, whose book, “ With Christ at Sea,” bears 
witness to great courage and heroic determination 
in difficulties of every kind Before he recognized the 
power of Christ within him he was weak of puipose, 
godless and constantly in difficulties which he could 
not master. But intimate communion with Him 
Whom He knew to be His Savioui brought a tide 
of happiness so high that ” he was fain to ask the 
Lord to stay His hand, the frail creature could 
hold no more and hve.” . . ” Thi*) sensation,” 
he adds, “ was not in the least artificial , it came 
without any attempt of ours to produce it, it filled 
our hearts with love, joy and peace and ifiade us 
in every sense truer men ” 

These illustrations are for the most part from 
average men and women, who rose to distinction 
simply through the power of the Indwelling Chiist. 
"When placed before boys and girls by a teacher 
who himself knows something of the sanity and 
wisdom that come from this source, it may lead 
people at a young age, when enthusiasm is quick 
and eager, to feel that the inspiration of Christ 
within is not a lemote conception belonging to 
far-off days or hmited to what aic called pious 
people, but the high privilege of cvcry<uie and the 
only source of airnoble action So they learn that 
the friendship of Christ in which they believed 
when they were children leads on to a more 
intimate fellow'slnp Christ takes hold of them. 
W'hy should we feel this to be iiiueal ^ We 
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experience no difficulty in appicciatmg what 
Napoleon meant when he said that he felt theio 
were two men within him, «>r what Socrates meant 
•when he confessed before lus judges that idi through 
his life he felt a dsenion within him restiaining 
him from actions he shouhi n<tt take and to wimm 
he yielded complete obctlu'nce, 01 what a painter 
01 poet sometime', say when highly praised, I 
was not myself w'hen 1 did th.it — someone seemed 
to possess mo ” These expeiienccs are not unrc.il 
nor arc those which the heroes of the faith felt 
when, being inspired by Christ, the3’ went forth to 
the secmingl}’ impossible duties to which Cod called 
them 

3. But when this stage is passed and bo^’s grow 
into manhood to fulfil their destinj', furthei teaching 
IS needed A boy pas^cs fiom school into the 
Univeisit3' or husinesb house, to the mill or the fuc- 
tor3’ He now’ finds that there aie gieat ci3’ing needs 
which some men and w'omen aie endeavimiing to 
satisf3' Ihc evils of slum dwellings, intemperance 
and impunt3’ become vei3' leal to him The3' aie so 
strong as to make him wonder whether Christianity 
has not lost its pt»wcr. Ihe wurld in whuh ho 
lives looks upon them as inevitable Christ seems 
to have vanished. If He is in the churches, He is 
not m the strei’ts. If lie manifests Himself m the 
H0I3’ Communion, He is not f»und in the daik 
places of the cit3’ He gets bewildeied. The God 
Whom he hud been taught to find within him appeals 
to find no witness froih w’lthoiil s.ive in sheltered 
pLitcs like chuichc.s and missi4>n rooms On further 
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inquiry he finds however that these ugly forces of 
wickedness are being met by social movements, that 
bands of men and -women are united together not 
only to protest but to bring about great changes So 
he IS led to a study of social questions He becomes 
interested in what has happened in the past and he 
finds that the men and women who h<ive led the 
attack on the evils of their day and sustiimed the 
brunt of it have been almost entiicly Christum men 
and women. He disco veis that there are icligious 
adventurers in social causes as well as m foieign 
lands Their difficulties aie not less serious m n tlicir 
courage less marked But here again it is by their 
faith in Christ that they conquer He secs Wilber- 
force up against the abominations of the slavi' tiade. 
This man, so busy with parliamentary diffii'iilties, so 
much sought after in London society, is a detinite 
Christian and is not only ne\'-er ashamed of his 
Master, but confessed that every purpose m his life 
must be tested by the pattern of that great Life. 
And in spite of all the hea-vy work laid upon him by 
the cause of Abohtion, he found tunc to wiitc a book 
on “ Real Christianity,” which was not only widely 
read throughout Europe, being translated into many 
languages, but was the one book which engrossed the 
dying Burke during the last two days of his life. 
“If I hve, I shall thank Wilbcrforce for having 
sent such a book mto the world ” This book was 
the expression of his own spirit, a peifectly fcailess 
declaration of his own faith A rcvcLition had come 
to him eaHy in life without' any conscious volition 
on his part, and in the light of that personal kmw- 
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ledge of Chitst lie did his vvoik. Foi ncaily thirty 
years he labitured in and outside the Hinxse ha the 
Abolition of the Slave Tiadc, and when at List the 
news was brought to him that the Bill x\us earned, 
he said, “ Thank God that I should have lived to 
witness a day when England is willing to give 
tw'cnty millions steihng for the Alxdition oi Slavery." 
The seciet of that determined pei severance lay 
in his lo\e of Chiist and his eon^tant devotion to 
Him " Ills icligums devotions," wiites his bio- 
grapher, " wouhl seem to have become an almost 
indispensable tonic for his mercurial tempcianicnt. 
They steadied, lefreshed, inspiicd him " 

But the slavcry’^ of Africans w’as not in itself w’orsc 
than the present slavery ot girls in what w'C call 
the \Wiito Slave Traffic, and the latter had this 
additional difficulty, that it seemed to infect those 
who fought it with some of its owm defilement 
Josephine Butler, one of the pioneers in the 
endeavour to protect helpless girls against the 
degradation that the State regulation of vice 
imposed, confesses that the task to which she w'as 
being called was so difficult and painiul that she 
trembled to allow her mind to dwell on it How 
w'as she ft>rtifiod to give up so many <)f the joys of 
home and the pleasures of society foi a work so 
vast and so repugnant ^ Her sticngth to over- 
come lay, as her biographer says, in the Presence 
of Christ Human love w’as infinitely precious to 
her. She was always rich m fricnd.ship. and in all 
that life can give, yet fox hours every day she 
withdxew' hcnself into the invisible companionship of 
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Chnst. Over and over again in hci letteis occur these 
words, " He says to me now," as though she even 
heard His actual voice Her sense of a living 
Presence, of a heavenly Voice speaking in definite 
language was never stronger than in moments of 
bo(hly danger, of difficulty, or at some crisis in her 
crusade " In Christ " she won through 

Difficult and repelling as was the task to which 
Josephine Butler gave herself, she always had in 
the love of her husband and children and m the 
comforts of her home a loving shelter to which 
she might turn With Sarah Martin, who gave 
herself to the reform of prison life, there was no 
such comfort She resembled the man described by 
Carlyle, as the Peasant Saint who takes us back to 
Nazareth, where we see the splendour of heaven 
springing forth from the humblest depths of earth 
hke a hght shining in great darkness, having neither 
money nor pleasant home, only the Piesence of 
Christ. Her earnings by dressmaking amounted 
to but IS a day And yet this poor w»imiin, m 
the power of His Spirit, through her daily companion- 
ship with Him, effected a reform amongst the 
prisons of Norfolk such as John Howard would have 
highly praised Her own Bi<!hop gave expression 
to the general feeling when he said, " I •would 
canonize Sarah Martin if I could " 

Fragmentary as aie the testimonies to Christ's 
singular power and grace m the illustrations we 
have given of those who .have bravely battled 
against shameful and evil conditions of life, there 
is one quoted by Professor Drummond m his book. 
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“ The Changed Life,” which independently of its 
frankness and openness deserves quotation, because 
it IS the confession of “ one of the highest intellects 
this age has known, who shared the burdens of his 
counliy as few have done.” 

” I recognize,” he says, ” the sublimity and 
grandeur of the levclation of God in His Eternal 
Fatherhood as one that made the heavens, that 
founded the Earth . . but it is the God that is 

manifested in Jesus Christ, revealed by Him, made 
known by the inflectams of His feelings, by His 
discour.se and by His deeds , it is that God that 
I desire to confess to-night and of whom I desiie 
to .say, ‘ By the love of God in Christ Jesus I am 
what I am ' If you ask me precisely what I mean 
by that, I say frankly, that mtjre than any recognized 
influence of my father or mother upon me, moie 
than the social influence of all my father’s house- 
hold ; more, so far as I can tiace it, or .so far as 
I am made aware tif it, than all the social influences 
of every kind, Christ has had the formation of my 
mind and disposition My hidden ideals of what is 
beautiful I have drawn from Christ My thoughts 
of what is manly and noble and pure have almost 
aU of them arisen from the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

“ In looking back upon my experience that part 
of my life which stands out is just that part that 
has had some conscious association with Chrl^t. 
All the rest is pale and thin and lies like clouds on 
the honzon.” 

Now, all such examples as we have" taken, and 
vTe have purposely made the selection as wide as 
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possible, statesmen, bishops, tra\ellers, soldiers, 
sailors, missionaries, lay-workers, show abundantly 
that the old Gospel of Christ’s Indwelling Piesence is 
as effective in our modern days as in the d<iys of the 
Apostles. None of these people weie mystics in 
the accepted sense of the word They were men 
and women with very scanty time for devotion and 
much immersed in the allairs of the woi Id which to 
some of them meant very’ heavy lOsponsibihties But 
they all alike acknowledged one Mastci, Christ, and 
one source of Poiver, His Blessed Spirit It is this 
truth that must be bi ought home to every' member 
of the Church if she is to regain her <ild power 'Ihe 
awakening of Chris,t in the heart of men by' those 
who know His Presence within themsclvc'* is the 
need of the time. It is a novelist, ilr Hutchinson, 
who in the novel to which I have aheady' referred, 
writes so truly : "If we all always look first and 
before everything else for the Christ in our neighbour, 
m our every fellow man, as now wc look for and find 
it in those we love, and by looking for it thereby 
enlarge the Christ Who is in ourself . . it means 
the SecMid Comtng will have happened " For every 
manifestation of Christ is a Second Coming But for 
this the Person of Christ must everynvhcrc be demon- 
strated. It IS not our minds but our consciences that 
need to be convinced It is not our pious sentiments 
that need to be stirred, but our wills that need to 
be disciphned We must try to excite people’s hopes 
by saying that what happened W’hen Christ was on 
earth has happened again Jind again. This we 
must shew. 
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The book of the Acts of the Apostles is said to 
be the book of the Acts t>f the Holy Spiiit So it 
IS, but we must remember the volume still remains 
unfinished It is a continuation of a former volume 
of what Jesus began to do and teach, and designedly 
ends abruptly f f >r it has yet to be completed : it 
looks (m to all those years that have gone forward 
since S Luke wi ote the words, " Paul dwelt two 
whole years in his own hired house, and leceived 
all thiit came in unto him, preaching the Kingdom 
of God, and teaching those things which concern 
the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man 
forbidding him ” That is the unfinished picture 
of the Church in every age, welcoming all into her 
home, preaching not only the Kingdom of God, 
but telling all she knows not only of what Jesus 
Christ has done but is doing day by day with all 
boldness. 





CHAPTER XIII 

THE REALITY FULLY MANIFESTED 

I T may bo that one who ha^ followed what has 
been written will have ielt a sense of wonder 
that something so inexpressibly gio.it as the 
Indwelling of God should app.ircntly have nothing 
larger in view as man’s purilication and develop- 
ment during a moment of time. Looking at human 
nature, as we sec it in all its varied aspects, in 
dwellings of poverty, haunts of sm, wild wastes 
and deseits, as well as in the homes of the rich, 
the colleges of the Universities, the calling of doctors, 
lawy’ers, men of business and letters, it would seem 
that to raise up one here and there for a short brief 
space, only to relapse into silence, is hardly worthy 
of such a great act as filling man with God 

It IS true that all those in whom the Spirit dwells 
do help forward Humanity in its progress towards 
some goal, and make the world a better place to 
live in. But such utilitarian purposes, important 
as they arc to us looking on, seem petty beside the 
immensity of the fact w’hich we are c<msidenng. 
And when to it i.s added the humiliation of the 
Incarnation and the suffering of the Atonement on 
which it IS founded, the mystery seems infinitely 
mo*e profound. Is it possible, we ask, to find some 



198 THE GREAT REALITY 

purpose which, may justify more completely this 
amazing fact, the fact that through JcbU^ God seeks 
to dwell in man at such infinite cost to Himself. 

It may help us to look back on our ovin history, 
as it has been unfolded to us in the course of 
hie Let us see what we Inive been, that we may 
see what w'e may become How, then, did life first 
find us ? We began, each one of us, so Professor 
Drummond tells us, in “ a one-iuomed hut,” a 
single simple cell This cell he described as round 
and almost microscopically small When fully 
formed, it measured only one tenth of a line in 
diameter, and with the naked eye can be biirely 
discerned as a very fine point Its outer covering, 
transparent as glass, surrounds this little sphere, 
and in the interior, embedded in protopLism, lies 
a bright, globular spot In form, m size, m com- 
position there is no apparent dilleience between 
this human cell and that of any other mammal. 
(" Ascent of Man ”) That is how we began, let us 
note it well, shapeless, unconscious and apparently 
inanimate. To look at that microscopic beginning 
and then to look at ourselves as we are, simply from 
the physical point of view, is to be aware of an 
astounding change that seems miraculous , to 
compare a photograph of that fine point with one 
taken but yesterday, and then to be assured that 
the first IS the origin of the second, that out of that 
we came, is a fact so remarkable as to make us 
wonder what one day we may be If that change 
is possible, anything is possible 

But another remarkable fact is that this begmsang 



REALITY FULLY MANIFESTED 199 

was contained in the life of another It was not 
cast like the spawn of fish on some part of the earth 
to find its way as best it could, but, small and 
apparently insignificant as it was, it lay covered and 
protected in the embrace of another, and through 
that other it was nourished and fed and giew and 
attained its lull propoitions, till the tune for its birth 
was come. Then it appealed in unimagined beauty, 
I say unimagined, for had wo never seen a child 
dm mg its earliest years, with shape, limbs, head, 
eyes and ears all cxqmsitely formed, we should be 
tempted not simply to admire, but to adore some- 
thing so wondeiful We are not accustomed to 
think of this first chapter of t>ur existence, but it 
contains Within itself the prophecy of something 
further 

The next stage is even more remarkable than the 
first. The babe in the cradle is helpless, unable to 
distinguish for a time between mother and nurse, 
unable to make out the meaning of any sound, and 
with no language but a cry. That, in course of 
time, this little creature should be addressing a 
great crowd of men and women, and swaying their 
minds as the wind the leaves of the tree , or causing 
irrepressible laughter at one time and unrestrained 
tears at another, amongst cool business people, who 
have always said they are not emotional , or 
through expression m art or music compelling the 
admiration of the world, is more remarkable than 
the emergence of beauty of form out of shape- 
lessness. 

Ahd if we ask how tins second change has come 



200 THE GREAT REALITY 

about, this strange power out of weakness, we 
realize that this marvellous development is as much 
the result of outside influences as of any inherent 
power in the growing organism School, University, 
teachers and books are the main factors m this trans- 
formation " My school made me,” or "It was 
so-and-so who first inspired me and gave me a start 
I went up to Cambridge a raw, unfoimcd ytuith, with 
nothing particular before me, and then one day I 

met and he has been my teacher ever since I 

always count that day as that of my second biith, 
and it is noted in my diary as my birthday, <i more 
important one, I cannot help thinking, than the 
day on which I first sa%v the light ” It is true that 
the great mass of people never think of the p^irt 
their mothers played in the biith, nor of the 
immense debt they owe to their school. University 
or teacher, but their indifference does not alter the 
fact that we had comparatively but little to do 
with our present physical or mental condition. We 
were receivers As S Paul says, ” Whvit is there 
that ye have not received ? ” \\’hat, indeed ^ 

Now these two stages necessarily le^id on to a 
third. We should convict any creatc>r of folly who, 
having advanced his creature so far, w’cnt no 
further. For physical perfection and intellectual 
progress are confessedly limited ; ill-health mars 
the first, age, the second It seems at the stait as 
though there would be a marvellous finish, but the 
close IS disappointing This is not so marked m 
the hfe of' the bird, the fisK, the animal, all very 
wonderful in their own way. But it is the rtforc 
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strange, inasmuch as the promise of man is so 
much the greater For between them and man 
there is a great gap, however we may describe it 
Man IS a race apart His sorrows and ]oys, his 
failures and achievements, his tragedies and humour, 
the heights to which he has climbed, and the depths 
to which he has fallen make his end much more 
mysterious We think what he has done, the 
sacrifices he has made — all unjustified, the fruitless 
efforts after a good of which there is no sign If 
there is nothing beyond death, man stands in 
nature as a mockery, a butt for laughter, a thing 
of contempt, that he should have thought so grandly 
and have accomplished so little If there is no third 
stage then there would be a cry of bitter dis- 
appointment from the best that earth has known 
Is there no pledge ? Is there nothing to tell us that 
the urging of reason and conscience \wll be satisfied 
The Chiistian replies, there is the Resurrection 
of Christ, that stupendous and indubitable 
fact Man had f.uled to show any justification 
for his yearnings after a larger and a fuller 
life. All his hopes were swallowed up m the silence 
of the grave, the bourne whence no man might return 
But the failure had this apparent justification, that 
none had been perfectly good. But now at last 
the perfectly good man in Jesus Chnst had been 
manifested And, as w'C might expect, the grave 
could not h<dd Him He came back, and then a 
vision of m<in's final stage was given The vision, 
of course, soars far beyond our compiehension, as 
far Its the minute beginnings of the first man must 

p 
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have awed and dumbfounded the watching angel 
host, or indeed as the butteifly wf>uld be to a 
man who had only seen it in the chrysalis stage. 
But the development shews, at any rate, this, 
that the third stage does smpass in grandeur 
anything that we have yet known Amazing as 
the contrast is between the finely formed body 
and the speck of matter out of which it was 
evolved, and between the fully equipped man 
of intelligence and the helpless b.ibe out of which 
he was fashioned, all falls fai sluut of the con- 
summation as outlined in the Rcsuncction The 
arrest of the body suggested that theic w'ould be 
no change in form For a million jc.iis, peihaps, 
man's body has been w’hat it is And the arrest 
of the mmd ^ Professor W'tilhu'C thought that the 
development of mind as found in our best philos- 
ophers or mathematicians tt>-day ai>peared in no 
way superior to that of Plato or that of the builders 
of the Pyramids, and gave no indi< ation thtit in the 
mind would he new power. But the dim jiercejition 
of what IS meant by spirit had again aiul again 
suggested to prophets and spiritual leaders that in 
this apparently ilhmitable pow'cr transcending sense 
would be found the great characteristic of the third 
stage. And so it is The risen body of Christ is in 
form hke our own. His mind also seems to remain 
the same ; but the»spirit, now freed by His recovered 
glory, transforms both, gives to the body powers of 
speed and manifestations of which we have no 
cogmzance, and to the mind*powers of intuition and 
perception as far superior to those of the ai>lcst 
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thinker the world has seen, as ili«; reasoning surpasses 
that of the babe. Such a phenomenon neces''it*Lted 
spirit faculties to observe it. Cuiaphas would be as 
blind as S, John was sensitive to it But though 
needing spirit faculties to realize it the re>ult was 
harmonious with what had been Ills identity is seen 
in the risen Jesus. We sec how careful He is to 
emphasize it lie .shewed them Ills Hands and 
Feet marked by the wounds of the nails He 
challenges S Thomas, who denied that what the 
Apostles had seen was the Jesus the^' had known, 
to realize by touch His identity “ Look at My 
Hands, put yuui finger here, and put your hand 
heie into my Side." (Moffatt ) 

What w'C see then gives us a sen.se of complete- 
ness more than of dilleience. Nothing essential is 
lost, there is the body and thcic is the mind, as 
well as that strange indescribable something we call 
spirit, now manifested in power as never before. 
And in the brief records of these astonishing mani- 
festations of the perfect man, emphasis is laid upon 
this completion of w'hat was, rather than on the 
creation of something entuely different. The very 
word resurrection, used instead of immortality, 
shows this, implying that something buried has 
reappeared And such words as, " Handle me and 
see, a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye behold 
me having,” ” They handed him a piece of broiled 
fish. He took and ale m their presence,” (Moffatt), 
" He shew'od them His hands and feet,” made plain 
that tiie body, though»un<ler strangely aiteied con- 
diti-w 5 , w'as still there And thi.s is confiimcd by Its 
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absence from the sepulchre to which all testify So, 
too, the mind which reasoned with them in the old 
way, calling facts to their recollection, chiding and 
reproaching them for their folly in not knowing the 
Scriptures, was plainly human All of that strange 
humanity, which, beginning out of nothing and 
passing through such wonderful tiansitions, ever 
reaching out to a peifection never fully appichended, 
had now at last reached its final consummation 
But it IS only a bare outline which we ,irc allow'cd 
to sec We have not the faculties to understand all 
that IS meant by spiiit life W'c can unlj guess at it 
But W'C do know this, that wdien lie will be icvealcd 
W'C shall bo like Him, for we shall see Him as Ho is. 
Ummagined and unimaginable as aie the w'ttndens 
of power, beauty, w’lsdom and holiness which belong 
to Him, they shall be ouis And it is this vision 
that makes us impatient wnth such disclosuics as 
spiritualism makes Whatever comfoit may be 
derived from the certainty of anothei ’s existeiu e is 
taken away by the commonplace — 1 h.itl almost 
said vulgar — ^representation of the conditions of 
the persons whose life beyond the grave is attested. 
It is not m this way that the yearnings tjf man can 
be satisfied. The fact that the circumstances of 
that other life can be so definitely and mmutidy 
described is of itself a witness against its reality. 
As the development of mind constituted an al- 
together new creation, so the development of 
the spirit, now freed from all hindrances, which is 
the cardinlil characteristic <5f the thud stage, has 
made an altogether new person of the mtellsgont 
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man, who, without it, could onty be called " a 
clever man ” It introduccb such a new factor into 
man’s existence that no one can tell what effect it 
may have on mind and body 

And it IS to this that we wish now to turn All 
that -we have said is not onty a justification of the 
condescension of Christ in indwelling us, but it shews 
us the absolute necessity of such indwelling if we 
are to participate m the glory of the Resurrection, 
that IS, to come to the end for which God has 
designed us 

Though we boast that philosophically and scienti- 
fically our age is not materialistic, yet actually the 
world of Euiope and the United States is almost as 
matciiahstic as Rome under Augustus. There is a 
disposition everj'^vheie which some psychology 
would encourage to materialize mind and even 
spirit, that is, to show that all their activities arc 
self-origmatcd But no one can tcU how the mind 
awoke, whether by the direct inteivcntion of God, 
or by the force of the common life of humanity. 
So too this mystenous faculty of spirit, how was it 
awakened ? By the touch of God or man ’ The 
New Testament suggests that it was by the impact 
of Christ, On the day of the Rcsuriection Jesus did 
for the intelligent man what the Bible implies He 
did for the physical man thousands of years before. 
He breathed on him and said, " Receive ye the 
Holy Spirit,” and then on the Day of Pentecost the 
spirit awakened. And the effect was seen on the 
body as well as on the mmd In healing, simple men 
outscripped the medical pow'cr of their owm time. 
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and in thought surpassed the greatest minds of their 
own age, or any age. History records tlie discovery 
of a new force. 

But this power is neglected. We think little of 
spirit compared with the attention ue give to body 
and mind. 

The body is to us a matter of daily concern, 
its nourishment and health arc the subjects of 
endless discussion The vaiiety of foods, how they 
may be cooked and served up, the wines, liqueurs, 
appetizing sweets, desserts, fruits bulk largely in 
the mind of many. So, too, the feats of the body 
in boxing, rowing, golf, tennis and all kinds of 
sport are of more importance to the P^e^s than the 
fall of a ministry in some Euiopcan capit<il. The 
body IS of prime importance, and out of the vast 
population of the world only a few arc sensible 
of the superior powers of the mmd Iulu<'atu>n 
is a subject widely unpopular except wheie its 
prizes are concerned, and lectures that would 
furnish the mmd are only too frequently neglected 
for such amusements as interest the body M,iny 
are called to the higher stages of the mmd, but few 
are chosen, because few put themselves into the 
position in which they could be chosen But though 
the greater part of mankind are more mteiestcd in 
the body than in the mind and would prefer to 
give an enormous aum to back a favourite prize- 
fighter rather than to endow a library', yet the 
imnd is widely acknowledge^ as the most important 
part of man’s nature In what has been said there 
has been no wish to disparage physical culture or the 
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nghtful care of the body The mind cannot \v<»rk 
without it , it IS an excellent ser\’ant, though a bad 
master, and therefore it must be kept m its proper 
place. And only then do we see its re.il beauty and 
attractiveness The face of a thoughtful, intelligent 
man is vastly more interesting than that of a prize- 
fighter. The body taken up into the mind is often 
transfigured We cannot forget that the Body is f<jr 
the Lord as the Lord for the Bod}’ and that it is the 
Temple of the Holy Ghost. But to make it as. many 
do the first thought is to degrade it, as well as to 
lose the joys of the mind 

But as it IS common to neglect the mind for 
the body, so is it still more common to neglect 
the spirit for the mind The circle of the chosen 
here again narrows itself The spirit world is 
as unreal to many who cultivate the mind as 
that of the mind is to those who care for the body 
The intelligent man again and again disparages 
the common herd, who, he says, are governed by 
appetite and physical pleasures He says he cannot 
understand them , their preference for the animal 
pleasures of eating and drinking disgusts him, and 
yet, he himself is showing just the same feeling 
towards the spirit world, as they to the woiid of 
mind As lectures, books, reading and thinking are 
often neglected by the athletic man, to whom the 
affairs of the body are the more impoi tant concern, 
so praying, worshipping, spiritual meditation are 
experiences often remote from the man of intellect. 
And for much the same reason. They take him away 
from the tilings he enjoys He has no time for 
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them And, further, they moan developing faculties 
which he has never exercised, and this means 
labour, labour which he dcsiics to gi\c to his 
pohtical, medical, scientific, literary and artistic pur- 
suits He tells his religious fi lend, in a condescending 
way, " the things you speak of may be all right, 
may be ]ust as you say they aie, but I ha\e little 
enough time, as it is, foi what I have to do, and 
no time for anj-thing else ” “ Besides,” he would 

add, ” I am not made that way I am not what you 
woidd call ‘ pious ’ and never have been ” He 
forgets that this is preci<5ely the argument his son 
used when he was uiging upon him the necessity of 
doing a little reading He said he was so busy w ith 
test matches, tennis tournaments, winter sports 
and dances that he could never find time for iCtiding, 
and then would add, “ the fact is, fathei , I am n<^t 
built that way , I haven’t a single hterarj* t.iste ” 
He says its jauntily, and it provokes his fathei to 
say, “Well, that is all very w'oll in its way, but 
look ahead thirty and forty yciirs, when the body 
is getting rusty, and one round of golf is all you can 
manage, what then ^ ” And he says, “ Tunc enough 
for that,” which is precisely his owm answ er when 
his friend urges the same plea. 

But -what can be done, ntit only to shew' the 
superior powers of the spirit and that the mind 
is never at its best till they are aw’akcned, but that 
the failure to develop them may Ksult in the li»ss 
of all ’ We gam nothing by trying to distinguish 
between mmd and spirit ; there is more help m the 
W’ltness of biography to the superiority of the <men 
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of spirit to the men of mmd, and by thoughtfully 
studying in the New Testament the difference 
between the appeals to the mind and those to the 
spirit Here however our subject forces us to pass 
by these interesting discussions and to focus our 
attention on what the imagination suggests as to 
the possible fate of those who neglect to develop 
the spirit. We see plainly enough in savage races 
how both individual and community suffer through 
leaving the mind neglected, but we fail to appieciate 
the fact that to neglect the spirit must lead to still 
greater disaster. Nowhere has its possible results 
been more powerfully imagined than by Browning in 
his " Easter Day ” There w’C see the intelligent 
modern man, finding it hard to be a Christian and 
therefore dilly-dallying with the things of the spirit. 
Suddenly and without warning the Judgment Day 
arrives. He is horror-struck, for he has made no 
provision to meet the terrible situation. 

" All IS come to pass 
Such shows are over for each soul 
They had respect to . . . 

(Sentence is pronounced ) 

" Thou art shut 
Out of the heaven of spirit , ” 

But then to his surprise the Voice adds : 

" Glut 

Thy sense upon the world , tis thine 
For ever — take it ! ” 

“ How ^ IS mine. 

The world ^ " (I cried, while my soul broke 
Out in a transport). “ Hast Thou spoke 
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Plainly in that ? Earth’s exquisite 
Treasures of wonder and dehght. 

For me ? " 

He IS amazed that the hell he dreaded seems almost 
heaven, so he begins his new life with great expecta- 
tion. First, nature and science — he is overjoyed 
to think of the endless pleasure they will yield 
But it IS nature untouched by spirit, and it begins 
to pall, for there is no goal beyond Then, tired 
with his search, he tries art and sculpture, but they 
too leave him unsatisfied now , they are end', m them- 
selves, not means towards something illimitable 
So at last he turns to the enjoyment of mind 

I cried in anguish, " Mind, the mind, 

So miserably cast behind. 

To gam what had been wisely lost ! 

Oh, let me strive to make the most 
Of the poor stmted soul, I nipped 
Of buddmg wings, else now equipped 
For voyage from summer isle to isle 1 
• • • « « 

Mind is best — 

I will seize mmd, forego the rest ” 

Philosophy, history, poetry, literature — ^thcsc will 
suffice for age-long entertainment And yet the 
same thought recurs : 

" I have reached the goal — 

‘ Whereto does knowledge serve ! ’ 

• • » » • 

I cannot look back now, nor stake 
Bhss on the race, for running's sake 
The goal's a rum hke the rest I ” 
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So at last, having found that the world he chose 
is an empty shell, he craves for the life of the spirit, 
which IS love • 

“ Then I — ' Behold, my spirit bleeds. 

Catches no more at broken reeds — 

But lihes flower those reeds above : 

I let the world go, and take love t 

. I pray 

Leave to love, only.’ ” 

So thinking, he is pleased with himself and supposes 
God will be pleased too, but 

" At the word. 

The form, I looked to have been stirred 
With pity and approval, rose 
O’er me, as when the headsman throws 
Axe over shoulder to make end — 

I fell prone, letting Him expend 

His wrath, while thus the mflictmg voice 

Smote me.” 

"WTiy IS this ? Because all through life he had 
preferred knowledge to love Too late he has 
chosen love though love has lain all about him, 
trying, but in vain, to embrace him. The story of 
God’s great love m djnng for him had been every- 
where seeking in vain to gam a heanng. Thus God 
reproaches him. At last he sees his life's mistake, 
the folly of his old aims and pursuits, the madness 
of his rejection of the life of the’spint and the Gospel 
of love writ so large • 

" And I cowere^ deprecatingly — , 

' Thou love of God ! Or let me die, 

Or grant what shall seem Heaven almost < 
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Let me not know that all is lost, 

Though lost it be — leave me not tied 
To this despair, this corpse-hke bride • 

Let that old hfe seem mmc — ^no more — 

With hmitation as before. 

With darkness, hunger, toil, distress : 

Be all the earth a wilderness 1 
Only let me go on, go on. 

Still hoping ever and anon 
To reach one eve the Bettei Land ' 

That IS the judgment of the gicatest poet and one 
of the greatest thinkers that this, or the preceding 
age has produced The heaven of spin! can only 
be knovTi to the men of spirit But how uie the 
men of earth to become men of spirit^ How is 
that gieat change to come about ? How arc 
men to be made sensible th<it the Kingdom ot 
Heaven is as real as the Kingdom of Mind oi that 
of Body ? We have already feuggO'.tcd the ansn or. 
We believe there is no way so cftective as the 
doctnne of the Indwelling Chiist 

Most people have an admiiatntn for C'hrist, though 
they think of Him so seldom If men could be 
awakened to see that in order that He may bring 
them to the fulness of their being. He dcsucs to 
possess them, and so seeks their co-opcration , that 
He fears their sinking hack into nothingness, 
dreads their being lost, because they arc neglecting 
the only faculty in them that can lead to their 
salvation ; that He has ready for them the most 
wonderful perfection of body,? soul and spirit, but 
that this goal can never be reached without 14is 
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help, then there might be a new feeling as to 
what the Christian faith means Experience proves 
that had it not been for their mother they could 
never have had a body at all, and never been 
brought into this wonderful world where all was 
ready for a further development , that had it 
not been for their schools and teachers, whose 
thought dwelt within them, they could never have 
entered into the world of literature, art and science, 
which has given them such great joys So hfe 
suggests that only through Christ dwelling vnthin 
them can they be so developed on earth, and finally 
be brought with safety through the valley of the 
Shadow of Death, to enjoy the wonderful blessings 
prepared for the regenerated and glorified nature 
which will be theirs 

Experience shews us all plainly enough that we 
only inherit that which we have set our minds to 
inherit The lazy, ignorant boy shuts himself out 
of the Kingdom of Mind, and the spiritually 
defective man shuts himself out of the Kingdom 
of Spirit, Not only Judas, but every man goes to 
“ his own place," that is the place he has chosen, 
and that because the faculties he has developed only 
fit that place But though the choice is ours, the 
development of faculties largely hes in the hands 
of others We choose, and almost immediately we 
find hands stretched out to meet our desires We 
clasp them, and we feel that Another Who secs 
further than we do is at woik, that He has been 
waiting for this opportunity when He can shape us 
afte His pleasure and bring us to that fulness of 
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reality ■which w’e have all so long desired, the Reahty 
of Christ Himself For it is our happiness to know 
that behind all the forces of parents, friends, 
teacheis and our own inclination hes Christ " I 
follow after,” writes S Paul, ” for I do not count 
myself to have as yet seized that object, for the 
attainment of which I m3'self was seized by Jesus 
Christ.” ” Seized by Jesus Christ ” None hcie have 
attained to the things which God has prepared for 
them that love Him, to that amazing future w'hich 
hes before, but we follow after with the undying 
consciousness that it is foi this very purpose w'e 
w’ere taken hold of by Christ and were possessed by 
Him In that attainment, if God in Ills meicy 
brings us to it, we shall feel at last that Reality is 
in full possession Under the now conditions, 
probation with its necessarj- suffering, temptation 
with its liability to fall, the weakness of our human 
nature with its proneness to inconstanc y, are all 
gone At last we are real, true, stable and strong 
The child of the resurrection, as our I.ord calls 
such, has no weaknesses to fear, no trials to meet, 
no unrealities to daunt lum. He is a new cieation, 
made ahve in Christ, possessed by IIis Spirit, em- 
powered by His contmual Picsonce, a continual 
victor, able with his newly consecrated gifts and 
powers to give himself wholly and entirely to the 
service of the Father in those new w'oilds for whuh 
He was not only fashioned but mdw'clt by God. 
He looks back on his wonderful transfoimations — 
at first a speck of matter fresh fiom the Hand of 
God and yet mysteriously possessed bj* others then 
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marvellously developed into a human form which 
the earth would have degraded, when he was 
seized by Christ, passed through the crucible again 
and again and fashioned by Him through the 
Church until now he is as real and true after his o\\ n 
measure as Christ Who made him “ Marvellous 
are thy works and that my soul knoweth right 
weU.” 
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